
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org/rosea | Twitter: @UNOCHA_ROSEA 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The President of Malawi has declared a State of Disaster, 
following heavy rains and floods for the last four days. 

• At least 13 districts have been impacted, with 115,000 people 
affected.  

• At least 23 people are dead, 12 people are missing and 29 have 
been injured. 

• The number of people affected is expected to rise as assessment 
teams reach new areas.  

• The Department of Disaster Management Affairs has deployed 
search and rescue teams in collaboration with the Malawi Defence 
Force, Malawi Police Service, Malawi Red Cross Society and 
affected district councils. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Heavy rains and floods have affected most parts of the Southern 
Region in Malawi, following the formation of a tropical disturbance over 
the Mozambique Channel earlier in the week. At least 13 districts have 
been impacted, with Nsanje (more than 44,500 people affected) and 
Phalombe (25,000 people affected) hardest hit. 

According to initial reports, at least 115,000 people have been 
affected. This includes at least 23 people killed, 29 injured and at least 
12 reported missing. These numbers are expected to rise in the days 
ahead as assessment teams reach additional areas and further 
information becomes available. 

Electricity and water supplies have been impacted by the rains and 
floods. The Electricity Generation Company (EGENCO) has said that 
around 270 megawatts of Malawi's 320 megawatts of available 
hydropower capacity was offline, according to media reports.  

RESPONSE  

On 8 March 2019, the President of Malawi, His Excellency Arthur Peter Mutharika, declared a State of Disaster in areas 
hit by the heavy rains and floods in the country. The President directed the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(DODMA) under the Ministry of Homeland Security to urgently mobilize and coordinate emergency relief services to those 
affected and also directed the Malawi Defence Force (MDF) to quickly move in and assist those trapped and displaced by 
the floods and the heavy rains. He also called upon individuals and organisations -both local and international- to join the 
Government in providing relief to affected Malawians.    

DODMA has deployed search and rescue teams, in collaboration with the MDF, Malawi Police Service, Malawi Red Cross 
Society and affected district councils. DODMA has also deployed 23 trucks of relief items to be distributed in affected 
districts, including tents, plastic sheets, maize, rice, beans, blankets and kitchen utensils, according to a statement issued 
by the Ministry of Homeland Security on 8 March. An Inter-Agency Assessment Committee is due to deploy on 10 March 
to Nsanje and Phalombe to conduct further needs assessments. WFP has deployed two boats to accompany the 
assessment and response, UNICEF is providing drones, FAO/WFP will support mapping using satellite imagery and 
OCHA is deploying a staff member to support assessments and response.  
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