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Our mission is to support the 
building of businesses 

throughout Africa and South 
Asia, to create jobs and make 

a lasting difference to 
people’s lives in some of the 

world’s poorest places. 
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70 years of partnership  
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Governance 

UK Government owned 

Independent board  
Autonomous agreed mandate 
 



One tool in the fight against poverty 
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Tackling 
global 

poverty 
Global rules 

National 
policies 

Development 
agencies  

(grant aid) 

Humanitarian 
aid 

Civil society 

Development 
banks 

Development 
finance 

institutions 

One approach of many 

{ 
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What makes CDC different? 
 

More focused on the 
poorest countries   

Only focused on Africa and South Asia 

More investment in fragile states 

 
Activist shareholder  

Provide patient, impact driven capital 

Equity focus which allows us to direct strategies 
towards development impact   

 
 

 

Proud 70 year history  
Respected across Africa and South Asia 

Others look to us on environmental, 
governance and social issues 

 

  

Innovative new strategy 
Taking higher risk investments  

Mobilising more capital for the SDGs 

Gender, climate, job quality, skills & leadership 
are strategic priorities 

 
 

 



How it works 
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To grow 
businesses in 

Africa and 
South Asia 

These 
businesses 
create jobs 

Pay local 
taxes 

Provide 
essential 

goods and 
services 

And make a 
return for 

CDC 

These 
returns are 

recycled  
into new 

investments 

698 
Businesses in  
Africa. 

344 
Businesses in South 
Asia. 

852k 
The businesses we invest in 
created 820,040 jobs in 2018 

49k GWh  
Our infrastructure investments  
provided over 48,724 gigawatt 
hours (GWh) to electricity 
customers in 2018. 

$3.2bn 
In 2018, CDC-backed 
businesses 
paid $3.24bn in local taxes 

6% 
Average return 
2012-2018 ($) 

£2.3m 
10 years ago CDC 
had  
total assets of 
£928m 

£5.8bn 
At end 2018 CDC has total  
assets of £5.5bn 

$1.06bn  
New investment 
commitments  
by CDC in 2018 

Provides 
investment 

and 
support 

How CDC works 8 



An impact driven organisation 

 

852,000  
Workers employed in CDC-backed 
businesses (30% women) 

$3.24bn  
Taxes paid by CDC-backed businesses 

$570-576m 
Private capital mobilised by CDC 

$89.6bn 
Gross loan portfolio of CDC-backed 
financial institutions 

9.5m 
Patients treated by CDC-backed 
healthcare providers 

358,000 
Students enrolled by CDC-backed 
education providers 

1.25m 
Farmers supplying CDC-backed 
agribusiness companies 

48,724 GWh 
Electricity generated by CDC-backed 
companies 

5.8 per cent 
Five-year average annual employment 
growth (background rate 3.1 per cent) 

Portfolio-wide impact 

Sectoral impact 
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What does this mean? 
 

Reducing the costs of next generation 
bed nets by 40% through volume 
guarantees with MedAccess 

Preventing 1000 people in one company 
from losing their jobs through our loan 
facility with Standard Chartered during 
the Ebola crisis  

Providing 700,00 people across East 
Africa with access to clean energy via M-
KOPA home solar. 

Reducing customer energy tariffs in 
Uganda by 9% and reducing power 
outages by 16hrs per month  

Mobilising $3bn for female focused 
businesses alongside other G7 DFIs and 
increasing representation of African 
women in Africa board rooms 
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CDC and Malawi 
 

CDC has a long history in supporting 
development in Malawi. 

We made our first investment in 1949 
and our investments are mainly in the 
agricultural sector.  

 1978: we invested in the National 
Seed Company of Malawi (NSCM). 

 
CDC investments in Malawi: 
Jacoma Estates Ltd: supporting 

inclusive and climate-smart 
agriculture 

Kamponji – tackling nutrition and 
micronutrient deficiencies 

 14Trees – tackling climate change 
through environmentally-friendly 
bricks 
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Discussion 



CDC Group plc is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered address as above. Registered in England No. 3877777 
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CDC Group plc 
123 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6DE 
United Kingdom 
+44 (0)20 7963 4700 
cdcgroup.com 

Linkedin.com/company/cdc-group-plc 
@CDCgroup 
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