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David Linden (Glasgow East) (SNP)

| beg to movethat this House has considered the Scotlhalawi relationship.

It is a pleasure to serve under your chairmanship, Mr Chope, having spent the afternoon with you in
the Procedure Committee.

L FY LX SFraSR (G2 KI@S aS0Odz2NB ®bdabRio givethe HoGseh 1SS | yF
chance to discuss and celebrate our very important and successful bilateral relationship. Before |

speak about some of the more pressing matters, | would like to talk about the connection, the

significance of which is seenrttugh the numerous links to Malawi in every single one of the 59
constituencies in Scotland. | do not doubt that some of the other hon. Members present will be keen

to use this debate to highlight some of those cultural links and will try to keep my cotarngef to

allow other Members to speak. | am happy to take appropriate interventions as well.

| pay tribute to the Scotland Malawi Partnership for all its work to promote the relationship between

our nations. It has been invaluable in helping me to pregar this debate. In particular, | thank and

pay tribute to David Hopdones, its chief executive, who is tireless in his resolve to celebrate the

a0l tSx SySNHE& |yR AYLIOG 2F {O20tFyRQa oAt GSNI

| cannot speak on this subjecithout honouring another David now would probably be a good

GAYS F2N) a2YS2yS (2 AyiSNBSYS 4AGK GK2aS AYY2NII
is a famed figure across the globe, but nowhere more so than in his home nation of Scotland and in

altl 6AZ gKSNB KS GNI@SttSR SEGSyargdgSte 2y YA&aaa?z
is evident right across the country. Its commercial centre and oldest city, Blantyre, was hamed after

his birthplace in Lanarkshire. The history of the gfedd2 G & YI y Qa (NI} @St a I yR ONX:
is taught to every schoolchild in Malawi even today, which ensures that he remains a much revered

figure.
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It should therefore come as no surprise that almost 200,000 Malawians are now involved in the

ScottalR al fF 6A tIFNIYSNAEKALE Ff2y3 6AGK mnnZnnn {024
underestimated: some 2 million Malawians benefit directly from the partnership and 4 million

benefit indirectly. In Scotland, almost half the population know someotie a/connection to

Malawit an absolutely remarkable statistic.

There are 1,131 Scottish organisations and community champions with active links to Malawi, such

Fda GKS {O0200A4aK /I GK2fAO LYUGSNYylraAz2yrf ' AR CdzyR3
Scothnd and 500 Miles. Glasgow City Council also has strong links. Successive Lords Provost have

made the link a real priority since 2005, with each visiting Malawi and outdoing the last in raising

funds, engaging and inspiring more people in Scotland andwilédaconnect for their mutual

benefit. | recently met our newly appointed Lord Provost, Councillor Eva Bolander. | take great

pleasure in informing the House that she will continue the tradition and is ready for the challenge.

A number of Glasgow City @y OA f Qa aOKz22fa I f NBIRe KIFZS GKNRJDAY
Malawi. These are active, dignified, twmay, schocto-school links that inform and inspire

generations of young Scots to be good global citizens and that are transforming Wakim and

in Scotland.

Brendan O'Hara (Argyll and Bute) (SNP)

L
]

| congratulate my hon. Friend on securing this debate. Will he join me in recognising and

commending the exckdnt work of a disproportionately large number of people in my constituency

02 adzLJR2 NI (GKS LIS2L)XS 2F alflgAK IS KIFIa |fNBFRe
we also have the Mid Argyll Malawi Twinning Group, the Imani Development Foumdatizban,

0KS bSGKSNI 2Ny [/ KdzZNOKS&aQ LINR2SO0 a{SSR FT2NJ fATSd
Rothesay Academy, Dunoon Grammar School, and the primary schools of Strone, Dalmally and lona.
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David Linden

| wholeheartedly join my hon. Friend in commending those wonderful local organisations. We have
seen the generous, welcoming spirit aigill and Bute in its international work in recent years. | am
more than happy to put that on the record.

Ly Y& O2yadAiGdsSyoOezs /FN¥YetsS tNAYINR {OKz22fx {4 V
School, Swinton Primary School, Eastbank Academy amadvmyjormer high school, Bannerman

High School, all participate in programmes to connect our distinct but intertwined communities over
thousands of miles. On a recent visit back to Bannerman, | was delighted to learn that the school is
preparing for a trigo Malawi next year, which | hope to be able to join.

FYYSNYEY | ATK {OK22f Qa LINBLI NI GA2ya FNB fA]Sfte
wish to travel to Scotland, however. That brings me to my first substantive issue: the extremely
serious 2 NIIO2YAy3a Ay GKS 'Y D2@OSNYyYSyidiQa KIFyRfAy3
Partnership has reported that over the past decade, its members have experienced an increasing
number of issues with visa applications. Worryingly, many of them feethleagituation is worse

now than it has ever been. Some argue that Malawians who apply for visas to visit the United

Kingdom are treated with contempt from the outset, with ever increasing charges and an ever

decreasing quality of service.

The partnershigeports that what it sees as the dysfunctional processing of UK visas not only affects

its work and the work of its members across Scottish civil society, but has a serious negative impact

2y GKS D2@SNYYSyGQa 26y RS@Sft 2epilivafioyfalidamager It iR A LI 2 Y I
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schools, norgovernmental organisations, businesses, NHS boards, hospitals, universities and

community groups have had tomeel visits, often at a considerable cost, because UK visas have not

been processed correctly or in time.

When concerns have been raised in this place, the Government have been quick to point out that
around 82% of UK visa applications from Malawi areessfat perhaps the Minister might ask the
relevant Minister to break down for me how that percentage was arrived at. | understand that a
significant proportion of Scotlandalawi Partnership members who start the process of applying for
a UK visitor visare not able to complete it because of systemic failures, so | would be keen to find
out whether those incomplete applications are included within that percentage. | would also like to
know if the figure includes visas that are awarded on the day of t@velven after the scheduled
travel date.

The second substantive issue is the 1955 Maldi@idouble taxation treaty. | appreciate that

Ministers may have been somewhat distracted by Brexit and disrupted by the snap general election,
but the Government havaot yet honoured their promise and it was a promise to update that

treaty. The final deadline of July 2017 has now passed. My hon. Friend the Member for Dundee
West (Chris Law) recently asked a written question about the matter, but | am afraid the Nd@aQua
answer was disappointingly noncommittal about the timeframe for completion. Its reason for

delayt that the Government of Malawi had raised further points for consideration in Augustt2016
was somewhat at odds with the promise made by the then FinaBeeatetary to the Treasury last
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December thatéwe hope to conclude soémd{Official Report16 December 2016; Vol. 618, c.
1142)]

Nine months on, we seeto be no further forward. | do not think that | am overstepping the mark
when | say that the UK Government appear to be dragging their heels. They ought to get on with
their day job and bring this matter to resolution. | do not consider it unreasonaldskdhem to let

us know exactly when they aim to have the treaty signed off. Any update would be most welcome.

The Minister for Africa (Rory Stewart)

Would the hon. Gentlemarkié to reflect on whether this is an entirely os@led problem, or
whether there are any issues on the Malawian side of the double taxation treaty that may also be
holding things up?

David Linden

The point is that we need to get on with getting this sorted. The Government have been quite clear

about setting a timeframe, but | can see from my constituency caseload that they are perhaps too

focused on other matters at the moment. | would like Minrsten the Treasury to honour their

promise to get this sorted. As | said, | do not think it is unreasonable for the Government to let us

know exactly when they aim to have the treaty signed off. Perhaps the Treasury can follow that up,
although lappreci@ G KI G Ad A& y2i GKS aAyAadSNRa 5SLI NI Y

My third concern is investment in Malawi. It is only fair to point out that the Scotland Malawi

Partnership applauds the CEDE-ID impact accelerator programme, which enables smaller

investments that are bettersui SR (12 | O2dzy G NBE &dzOK & alflgAd L
Government to build on that and urge the CDC to increase the investment going to Malawi.

| am conscious of time, as | know other hon. Members wish to speak. The final issue $evid rai

5CL5Qa Sy3al3asSySyid ¢oAlGK OAQGAO ftAyla o0SGeSSy {0O2if
challenge fund aims to better engage smaller NGOs, but there are concerns about the design of the
programme, such as the fear that payment in lieu veitider the fund inaccessible for smaller

organisations in Scotland. Will the Ministardertake to discuss that with his colleagues, so that this

well intentioned fund can be tweaked to be of greater benefit to organisations that have the

potential to do geat work with its support?

Let me finish by looking positively towards the future of the bilateral relationship between our
nations. The phenomenal work being done in Scotland and Malawi, which | hope other hon.
Members will highlight, is certainly sometig to be celebrated. Our ties continue to be
strengthened and further developed. Our 1§6ar relationship bridges the gap. Let each of us
continue to build upon that. In the words of Dr Livingstone,

GL gAff 3I2 I yesgKSNBX LINPOARSR Al Aa F2NBI NRDE
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Colin Clark (Gordon) (Con)

| congratulate the hon. Member for Glasgow East (David Linden) on securing this debate.

Malawi obviously has a great effect over all of Scotland, and | will mention one or two of my
O2ftfSI3dsSa oK2 Olyy2G 06S KSNB (2RIFHeod {O2d0GAaK 2N
which is in my constituency of Gordon, and thedperativeCollege have developed innovative

solutions for agriculture and tradewhich, being a farmer myself, is something that is close to my

heartt helping to increase sustainable daily production and helping farmers to get the best return

from their crop. That hagansformed Malawi into a regional hub for the development of cattle

vaccines, which protects livelihoods and food security for hundreds of thousands of people.

The hon. Member for Glasgow East has mentioned a number of schools already; | will not go over
them all again. However, Williamwood school in East Renfrewshire, which is in the constituency of
my hon. Friend the Member for East Renfrewshire (Paul Masterton), has sent more than a hundred
pupils on visits to towns in Malawi and raised more than £28 for Classrooms of Malawi, leading

to the construction of a local nursery and the completion of 14 classrooms at Ekwendeni Primary
School.

In my own constituency of Gordon, Famine Relief for Orphans in Malawi has worked with

communities in Malawi for m@rthan a decade. Originally set up to provide food for feeding

stations, it worked in response to the floods in Malawi in 2015 and 2017, and over time it has

LINE A RSR FdzyRa (2 o0dzAfR Gg2 KSIFIfGK Ot AyAaodaz | K
composting toilets.

N

My hon. Friend the Member for Angus (Kirstene Hair) has also supported development opportunities
in Malawi for some time now. She told me that she visited an excellent event in her constituency last
Saturday, which highlighted the bidint work of the Dalitso Project, an organisation based in
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Arbroath, since 2007. It runs two day care centres and orphan residences. It now cares for 310
children and provides jobs for 30 staff.

| want to add my voice to that of the hon. Member for Glasdeast. | am aware of the difficulties
for Malawian citizens of obtaining a visa for the UK. There have been many reports of the same
system being dysfunctional. Furthermore, the 1955Nidawi double taxation treaty dearly needs
updating. Now is the timé use the strength of ourelationship to overcome these hurdles.

Mr Alistair Carmichael (Orkney and Shetland) (LD)

»

It is a pleasure to take piin this debate and | congratulate the hon. Member for Glasgow East
(David Linden) on securing it.

The links between Scotland and Malawi were well documented by the hon. Gentleman. They have
their roots in history, but they are still flourishing now. ppose that traditionally they existed

through the links between the Church of Scotland and the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian,
which remain strong to this day. Indeed, my own presbytery in Orkney is linked with the Thyolo
Highlands Presbytery in Mali. These are the sort of direct and meaningful links that exist.

Like other hon. Members, there are schools in my constituency that have direct links and
partnerships with schools in Malawi. Westray Junior High School and Sanday Junior High School in
patrticular have done a lot in recent years to offer their pupils an opportunity to see the life of their
contemporaries in Malawi and to offer people in Malawi a chance to come in the other direction.

Those are very commendable limkthe sort of links that sbuld give us confidence that the civic

links between Scotland and Malawi will continue to grow and endure, built as they are on links
between communities and individuals within those communities. Indeed, at this point | should also
pay tribute to the Scodind Malawi Partnership, which provided me with a briefing for this debate. |
suspect that it has done for other hon. Members what it has done for mamely, listing the links

that exist within our communities.
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In fact, there is another link that the ScathMalawi Partnership was obviously not aware of,

because it did not appear on its list. Nevertheless, it is an absolute exemplar of the sort of project

that we should see and indeed do see across Scotland. It is the Malawi Music Fund, which is based in
Orkney. It was set up by a constituent of mine, Glenys Hughes, who taught music in secondary
schools in Malawi in 2006; she took a year out to go there. She came back and with her knowledge
and experience she then built up links. The traffic between thedauntries has continued to this

day. Malawi Music Fund runs residential workshops and also raises funds for bursaries for secondary
education, which, as hon. Members will know, is not free in Malawi.

Just this weekend, | met a dance teacher in Orkney,nbb&avies, who had just been in Malawi

GAGK hNJlySeQa alflgA adzaAid CdzyR® {KS (2fR YS=Z
teacher and dancer from Malawi to Orkreew link that she had built during the visit. | listened with

a curious mix ofnispiration and despondency. | could not help being inspired by the enthusiasm of
somebody who had gone out and made a connection with somebody she had identified, from her
own professional experience, as very talented. | was despondent, however, thatbyraging her

to go forward with a visit or programme for this young man, | was almost certainly creating my own
casework, because from the profile she described, | just know that getting him a visa will be an
absolute nightmare.

It need not be like thatAs a constituency MP, | have seen a number of projects over the years in
which visitors come from Malawi to the United Kingddrhave lost count of the number of times |

have sat at my desk, bashing the phones and trying to get some common sense 8Mlpthe UK

Border Agency, Border Force or whatever it was called at the time. It is the same old story every
GAYSY 2SS R2y Qi 0StAS@GS GKIG (GKSasS LIS2LX S | NB
GKSe KIFI@S 06SSy oNRdzZAKG KSNB®E

Patrick Grady (Glasgow North) (SNP)

32


https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4432

| apologise for coming late to the debate; pepani chomene, as we say in Chitumbuka. Is it not one of
the greatest ironies of visas that the visitors who apply have so often been funded by Government
institutions? These are UK Government and Scottish Gavemhprogrammes that are vouched for

by highly reliable organisations, but that does not seem to make a blind bit of difference to the
Home Office.

Mr Carmichael

In calling itiionic, the hon. Gentleman is being kind to those responsible. Whether or not it is ironic,
it sure as hell is frustrating and totally unnecessary. | have found myself speaking to Heathrow
Border Force staff on a Saturday, with every document that couldiplysbe required, but it is

always the same old story: any ambiguity in any of the information provided is always interpreted to
the detriment, not the advantage, of the person seeking entry.

Alison Thewliss (Glasgow Central) (SNP)

The right hon. Gentleman makes some very good points; | share his frustration in my own
constituency cases. Does he agree that it fundamentally undermines the reciprocal nature of the
relationship that we can go to Malawi relatively easily, but people fidatawi cannot come here?

It is difficult to have a friendship of equals when we do not treat people from Malawi as equals in the
immigration system.
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Mr Carmichael

Indeed. It stikes at the very heart of the nature of the relationship, which ought to be a partnership.

| was struck by the last thing Joanna Davies said on Saturday, after | outlined a fraction of what she

g2dzf R KIS G2 RSIft @AlK 0 &thezeN# haeSasolFahinGg i Qa4 DA a A
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links that | kelieve the Minister wants, if another part of the Government is operating in a way that
undermines the efforts of such groups.

The Member for Glasgow East mentioned the 1958Mafawi double taxation treaty. It is to be

regretted, to say the least, that ware still speaking about this; | rather thought that we had got

beyond that and that we had sufficient undertakings. If there are difficulties at the Malawi end, we

need to hear more about them, but surely in a modern agreement the partners should bé &gaa
characterisation of the 1955 treaty is one of a colonial power to its colony. | hope that when the
aAyAadSNI Grtl1a Fo2dzi RAFFAOAAL GASa O2YAy3 Ay St OF
attitude in the present day.

Rory Stewart

It is a little uncomfortablebut the question of the trade relationships is about technical legal
definitions and trade. The problem is not an ideologprablem; it is not a problem of colonial

history or timetables. It is a problem of such things as very specific legal defnitiggeography.

These things cannot be resolved by simply standing up, trying to shame the British Government and
telling us to get on with it. The Malawian Government have to make some moves in the negotiation.
The negotiation cannot be resolved in thawthe right hon. Gentleman suggests.

Mr Carmichael

| was a legal practitioner before | came to this House, so | am well acquainted with the issues around
interpretation and negtiation. All | would say is that if the Government are experiencing difficulties

in revising a 63earold treaty with a former colonmy now a partner in the Commonwealththey

may have a taste of what is ahead of them in other upcoming negotiations. Th&tdimay wish to
educate some of his ministerial colleagues in that regard.

In conclusion, we often hold up Malawi as an example of some of the negatives: poverty, the debt

burden and some of the social issues, such as the oppression of LGBT+ peoplthitioiuntry.

¢CKFG A& 'y AyS@adlrotS FILOG Ay K2g GKS AaadzsSa | NEX
opportunity to hold up Malawi and our relationship with it in a rather more positive light. How

Malawi has built its links with Scotlandhe cvic links, church links, school links and businesstlinks

could in many ways inform the opportunities open to other African countries. | spent two weeks

with Voluntary Services Overseas in Cameroon a couple of years ago. The problems facing people in
Camermn are not dissimilar to those affecting people in Malawi, but there is not the same plethora

of local groups and civic engagement across Cameroon. Malawi could bring some of its experience to


https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=1442
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4137
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-13/debates/7321E40F-158D-419D-90A7-87EEF61F8FB5/Scotland-MalawiRelationship#contribution-77B7B5D5-3570-4EF9-876E-CE3604D39C56
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-13/debates/7321E40F-158D-419D-90A7-87EEF61F8FB5/Scotland-MalawiRelationship#contribution-77B7B5D5-3570-4EF9-876E-CE3604D39C56
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=1442

bear, perhaps through an organisation such as the Commonweal#finow the opportunities for
civic engagement and the results that could be produced when that is made to work properly.

Hugh Gaffney (Coatbridge, Chryston and Bellshill) (Lab)

AR e

Thank you, Mr Chope, for the opportunity to speak in this important debate marking the relationship
between Malawi and Scotland. | start by paying tribute to Dr Jack Thompson, one of the Scotland
Malawi Partnership board memb&rHe passed away last month. He played a huge role in bringing
our two countries together, and he will be missed.

It is a real pleasure to be able to say a few words about the warm historical ties between our two
countries and what we can do in the futur8cotland has long had a close relationship with southern
Africa, with many Scots making that part of the world their home in days gone by. In recent times,
many Africans have chosen to make Scotland their home. | welcome that diversity and | want to see
more of it. | am hugely proud to be a Lanarkshire man and to represent my area in Parliament, but
Lanarkshire men have been making their mark for generations. None other than David Livingstone
left Scotland generations ago and formed a lasting bond betvdaiawi and Scotland.

| SFfGK YR ¢SttoSAYy3 YFGGSNI G2 dza €€ X LI NIAOdzZ |
on public sector pay showed that; the motion has just baecepted, which | welcome. Health and

wellbeing are at the heart of oyrartnership and friendship. In Edinburgh just last month, Sarah

Brown, the education campaigner and wife of the former Prime Minister Gordon Brown, rightly paid

tribute to the role Scotland has played in reducing the numbers of women dying during childbirt

and during pregnhancy. There has also been good work on HIV and support for older people. In

education, the links between our young people grow and grgwar after year, some 94,000

people throughout Scotland have active links with Malawi.
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Stephen Gethins (North East Fife) (SNP)

The hon. Gentleman makes arcellent point about health and wellbeing, and | know of his
constituency association with Dr David Livingstone. Will he acknowledge, with me, that the
association continues to this daynot least through the University of St Andrews and its connection
with the College of Medicine in Malawi? The university is doing some fantastic work and is
continuing the good work of David Livingstone.

Hugh Gaffney

| thank the hon. Gentleman for that. | certainly recommend such work, as | recommend anyone on a
visit to Blantyre to see the tribute we pay to David Livingstone.

Forty-six per cent. of Scots know someone who has been to Malawi, supported someone living an
learning in Malawi, or donated to charities supporting good work in Malawi. | pay tribute to all those
Scots who have played a part and | ask more to do so.
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Chris Stephens (Glasgow South West) (SNP)

¢tKS K2y ® DSydGftSYlFry YSYGA2ySR SRdAZOIFGA2Yyd w2aaKlff
my constituencyare partnered with schools in Malawi. Does he agree with me thatviag
communication ensures that generations of young Scots become good global citizens?

Hugh Gaffney

| certanly pay that tribute to education, and | will come on to it, as many schools in my area are
involved.

| will say a word about the Scotland Malawi Partnership, which exists-todinate, support and

represent the huge number of civic links that Scotlaad with Malawi. It is a small charity working
AYRSLISYRSy(fez odzi AlG A& OKFIy3aIAy3d fA0SadD hNHIYAS
local authorities, every Scottish university and most of the colleges, as well as more than 100

primary ard secondary schools, hundreds of faith groups, hospitals, businesses, charities, NGOs and,

more widely, several grassroots commuditgsed organisations.
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Mr Paul J. Sweeney (Glasgow North East) (Labd@p

My hon. Friend makes great mention of the level and depth of support in Scotland for Malawi, in

LI NI A Odzf F NJ F2NJ Ada RS@GSt2LIVSyidaod 2Aftft KS GF1S LI N
supports 320,000 children by ensuring that they have at leastrarritious meal a day as part of

their education? That is a vital component of ensuring a resilient education system in Malawi.

Hugh Gaffney

L OSNIIAyfe& ¢S ModSiena ls Ngbtihdvhahh® ds &aging. It is a charity from
Scotland, and the work we do in Scotland throsgich groups is absolutely fantastic for our nation. |
urge as many people as possible to join the Scotland Malawi Partnership and attend the 2017 annual
general meeting on Saturday 30 September.

| pay tribute to my Labour colleague, the noble Lord Jackokia€ll, who inspired the signing of the
Scotland Malawi Partnership and to the Scottish Government for their work in this area. Labour has
a proud record of international work, support and investment. We did so much to help the poorest
in our world, to suport small businesses, to encourage and defend the rights of women and girls
and, importantly, to deliver on the values of never walking by on the other side.

The days of Lady Penelope and Parker are over; this is about equality, solidarity and decency. My
constituency has a proud and active number of residents building strong links with Malawi. We

talked earlier about education, and in my constituency we have schools such as Coatbridge High
{OK22tx {0 alNEBQAa t NAYI NE { Qnh@with dchodts ifMalavd,A OK I St ¢
allowing our young people to share ideas, experiences and ambitions. That is at the foundation of

building a better world for us all, no matter where we stay.
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It is worth noting that Scotland and Malawi have been drawn enxgame group for my favourite
sport, netball, at the Commonwealth games next April. | am hopeful that ourdtamgling
friendship will withstand the result of the game, which | am quite sure will be a Scottish victory.

| am grateful for the opportunity tgpeak in this debate, and | congratulate the hon. Member for
Glasgow East (David Linden) on securing it.

Patrick Grady (Glasgow North) (SNP)

| am grateful to you foralling me, Mr Chope, because | appreciate that | came late to the Chamber. |

was detained in a Select Committee, so my apolagjgepani chomene. | am grateful for the
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congratulata yewo chomene; zikomo kwambirimy hon. Friend the Member for Glasgow East

(David Linden) on securing this debate.
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anniversary of the Scotlardalawirelationship. In the nearly two years since, the relationship has
continued to get stronger. The Scotland Malawi Partnership continues to publish evidence of its

impact and outreach in both Scotland and Malawi.

One of the most formative experiences of my life was spending a year working in the north of the
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tremendous friends, who have stayed with me for life, and hadgemumber of valuable

experiences interacting with the young people and seeing how daily life pans out for people in some

of the most difficult circumstances in the world.

| echo the points made about the value of the relationship in both directions. \8eatland and the
United Kingdom have just as much opportunity to learn from our friends, colleagues and
communities in Malawi as they have to learn from our different experiences here in the UK.
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There has been a lot of mention of constituency links. ynomvn constituency, a number of different
projects and schools have connections and partnerships. | would particularly highlight the University
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project. It is inded by the Scottish Government and a number of other funders to study life
expectancy and different health interventions in Blantyre, Malawi and Blantyre, Scotland, and to
share the learning experiences and the lessons from both those communities.

lan Murray (Edinburgh South) (Lab)

The hon. Gentleman highlighsome of the projects in his constituency, including education
projects. South Morningside, Bruntsfield and Gilmerton primaries in my constituency have direct
links with primary schools in Malawi. Will he reflect on the fact that that might be why this
partnership has grown, flourished and endured for so loiilgat younger people are involved and
they take that through the rest of their lives?

Patrick Gady

That is absolutely ceect. It is more than 10 years ago now that | spent time living there, although |
do not know that | would have counted as a young person even when | was there. In my 2015
debate, | said that it would be a fascinating job of work to fund research thdtdithe experiences.

| say that to the Minister again today. Many of the partnerships and school visits took place when
the children were quite young, in secondary school. They will now be well into their careers. We
should track the impact that that has tiaas well as the impact on their counterparts in Malawi, so
that we can start to quantify and see how we can continue to build on it.
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Mr Sweeney

Will the hon. Gentleman give way?
Patrick Grady

| am conscious of the time.

We need to make sure that there is support for the institutions of Government. | would reiterate the
points made about visas, so that we can show that we are genuinely welcoming. People who are
sponsored and supported by organisations in Scotland, very often with Government money, are able
to come here, take part in those visits and feel the benefits, theccommunities they visit are able

to feel the benefits.

Likewise, there is a need to get the tax treaty correct. The way that we will ultimately help Malawi
and countries across stfhaharan Africa and the developing world is when they are able to swbili
their own resources and invest in their own infrastructure. That means they have to have tax treaties
and financial institutions and structures fit for the 21st century.

| am grateful for your indulgence, Mr Chope. | congratulate all the speakers @néblovard to the
aAyAaidSNDRa NBLX&@d %A12Y2 161 YOANRO®

Mr Christopher Chope (in the Chair)

I am going to call the Minister no later than 20 past five. | hope the two Oppositakespeople
will be able to share the time between now and then, should they so wish.

Chris Law (Dundee West) (SNP)
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It is good to see you in yoposition, Mr Chope, and it is a pleasure to be back in Westminster Hall. |
congratulate myhon. Friend the Member for Glasgow East (David Linden) on securing this important
debate.

We have heard today that the links between Scotland and Malawi go back more than 150 years.
They are built on a sense of dignified partnership and civil engagement. It is a relationship of mutual
understanding and respect. The friendship between ScotdMaldwians began, as we have heard,

in the late 1850s, with a warm welcome extended to abolitionist and missionary David Livingstone
and his companions when they entered what is now Malawi for the first time. The Scddaladvi
relationship is arguablyor@ ¥ G KS ¢ 2 NI R SauthddopldoypebSailifiks. ¥f B definkd

by respect for a tweway partnership, rather than simply a omeay charity. As we have heard,

almost 100,000 Scots are actively involved in links with Malawi, and almost doubleuthéer of
Malawians are actively involved in links with Scotland. In fact, almost half of all Scots personally now
know someone involved in a link with Malawi. That is an incredible achievement, is it not?

As my hon. Friend the Member for Glasgow Eaigt, $he partnership succeeds in mobilising energy
from across all sections of Scottish civil society, with hundreds of Scottish schools, churches,
community groups, universities, businesses and hospitals actively involved.

Alison Thewliss

My hon. Friend mentioned the links that schools have made. Is he aware of the Glistadawi

Leaders of Learning programme that Maureen McKenna, the director of education in Glasgow, has
piloted? It has taken 35 staff from Glasgow since 2012 over to Malawi and fostered really great links
between Malawi and Glasgow.

Chris Law

| am aware of it. It is jugine of many examples of the partnership between Scotland and Malawi
and how it continues to grow. | certainly will touch on a couple more examples.

To give one example in my constituency, Dundee University medical school is partnered with the
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outstanding opportunities for finayear Dundee medical students though placements at partner
institutions in Malawi. Those placements are used to help to develop medicadarmhtional
infrastructure in Malawi by supporting staffing and staff development.

A further example is the twinning project between Westgate health centre in Dundee and Matawale
clinic in Zomba. They maintain tweay communication between Dundee and Malawi via internet
access at the clinic. They also provide locally sourced equipmethtefelinic, and local Dundee

artists display their paintings for sale in the waiting room, with 25% of the purchase price then
donated to the project.
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Neil Gray (Airdrie and Shotts) (SNP)

We have heard a lot in this debate about the constituency and school links. In my constituency, St.
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partner school, Chisitu. New Monkland Primgr K2 2t = / f I N] a2y t NAYI NB {O
nursery are also all doing great wokoes my hon. Friend agree that the work done on fostering

those links from an early age is so important for both countries and needs to continue?

Chris Law

| absolutely agree. It is also about understanding people from different parts of the world, and the
exchange, the cultural relationship and the building of bonds.

| would like to turn my attention to the 1955 WUMalawi double taxation treaty. | echo the

comments and concerns of my hon. Friend the Member for Glasgow East and other colleagues in the

room who urged the Government to update that treaty. It is without doalstompletely unfair and

outdated treaty. It is so outdated, in fact, that it cannot cover not only digital and IT services but

televisions, which go back to before my date of birth. We know that both Governments have

committed to updating the treaty. Hower, in the last Parliament UK Ministers repeatedly stated

that it would be imminently finalised, and a final deadline of July 2017 was stated and once again
YAa4aSR® L R2 y2i (y2¢ lo2dzi &2dzNJ (6K2dAKGa 2y (KA
immediaely. Here we are, with something so simple still to resolve. | look forward to hearing the
aAyAaidSNnRna O2YYSyida akKz2NIfeo
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about today. Malawians regularly regdhat getting a visa for the UK is almost impossible because
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they are faced with endless bureaucracy, failing systems aneer@tent customer service, and

they can only ever speak with private businesses contracted to work for the UK Government. The
failures of that system, week in, week out, have the potential to undermine not only the/d&e
oldScotlanea I £ A FNARASYRAKALI o60dzii GKS | Y D2@SNYyYSyidQa
interests in Africa. | therefore urge the Minister today to suppoftill public review of the UK

D2 @S NY Y Sigsiigyproddsises For those invited to the UK as part of our credible, long

standing civic links.

On a lighter note | will finish on this | believe that this debate has captured and celebrated the
scale, enggy and impact of the bilateral relationship between Scotland and Malawi. The relationship
is stronger and more engaging today than ever before and represents the best of Scottish
internationalism. For the reasons | have stated, Scotland can rightly loel pfdhe distinctive and
effective approach it has taken over the last 150 years to international development, and | am sure
that all in the Chamber would agree that they wish this partnership to not only endure but
strengthen for many years to come.

Liz Mclnnes (Heywood and Middleton) (Lab)

It is a pleasure to serve dar your chairmanship, Mr Chope. It is also a pleasure to follow the hon.
Member for Dundee West (Chris Law), who has summed up the issues succinctly. It is my pleasure
also to speak for the Opposition in this debate. | thank the hon. Member for Glasgd\{CEEaid

Linden) for securing this important debate.

The relationship between Scotland and Malawi, as most contributors have said, is rooted deep in

history, going back more than 150 years to the work of Dr David Livingstone. In addition to the
historicalnature of the relationship, the Scottish Government justified tlukcision to focus effort
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