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This booklet is a thoroughly
revised and updated version of
Malawi, Scotland and a Relational
Approach to International
Development, published by the
Scotland Malawi Partnership in
2015. 1 am grateful to the SMP for
permission to produce this new
version. Though three years is not

a long time, it has been a period
of such dynamic and exponential

Kenneth R. Ross

growth in the engagement between Malawi and Scotland

that a text that was written in 2014 already looks very dated.
While the principles undergirding the interaction between the
two countries have been consistent, the outworking of those
principles in practical action has been rapidly developing.
Hence, particularly in view of the “Malawi and Scotland for
Sustainable Development” Conference being organised

by the Malawi Scotland Partnership in September 2018, it

is necessary to attempt a fully up-to-date account of the
people-to-people relationship between the two countries.

Many hands have played their part in the making of the story
that is told in this little book. Successive Board members

at both the Scotland Malawi Partnership and the Malawi
Scotland Partnership have contributed much to shaping

the thinking that it attempts to elaborate. The members

of both organisations have, time and again, added dashes

of inspiration. Key players both in the Malawi Government
and in the Scottish Government have also played a vital role.
This book simply seeks to gather together and articulate the
values and principles that have been hammered out through
innumerable encounters on the Malawi-Scotland axis over
the past fifteen years. Particular debts are owed to Dixie
Maluwa Banda, Maxwell Mezuwa Banda, Margaret Banjo,
Charlie Bevan, Stuart Brown, Isabel Bruce, Colin Cameron,
Heather Cubie, Susan Dalgety, Brian Dornan, Andrew Goudie,
Daniel Gunya, David Hope-Jones, Heather Jones, Garton
Kamchedzera, Vera Kamtukule, Edge Kanyongolo, Archwells
Katani, Chimwemwe Katumbi, Happy Edward Makala,
Address Malata, Alex Benson Maulana, Jack McConnell,

the late John McCracken, Claire Martin, Francis Moto, Kena
Mphonda, Matthews Mtumbuka, Wapulumuka Mulwafu,
Silas Ncozana, Howard Matiya Nkhoma, Timothy Nyasulu,
Levi Nyondo, Andrew Parker, Elspeth Pentland, Dickson
Vuwa Phiri, Kings Phiri, Colin Reilly, Bernard Sande, Rob
Sangster-Poole, the late Jack Thompson, Brighton Uledi-
Kamanga, Maureen Watt, Peter West and Ben Wilson.

Their thoughtful analysis and profound commitment to the
shared effort of Malawi and Scotland has been invaluable

to me in the preparation of this booklet. For its remaining
deficiencies | alone, of course, bear full responsibility.




Executive Summary

Attempts to achieve international development have proved
unsuccessful so far as the “bottom billion” are concerned. As
a result, the received paradigm of international development
is open to question. An innovative feature of the landmark
UN Sustainable Development Goals is the inclusion, as

the final goal, of “Partnerships for the Goals”, recognising
that without global collaboration the ambitious goals are
unlikely to be achieved. In this context two countries already
working on the basis of dignified, two-way, people-to-people
partnership are Malawi and Scotland. As one of the world'’s
poorest countries Malawi provides a good test case for

any attempt to meet the challenge of underdevelopment.
On the basis of longstanding shared history, Malawi and
Scotland have recently collaborated to create a development-
oriented interaction marked by the priority of the relational,
mobilisation of civil society, synergy of Government and
people, and a reciprocal partnership for development.

By building and strengthening the connections that make
people feel passionately about Malawi’s development this
approach generates both political momentum and practical
assistance as the key element of motivation makes for
active citizens. At the same time, many of these citizens are
highly competent professionals who offer their knowledge
and expertise as a resource with which to engage the
challenges of extreme poverty. This approach has qualities
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that enable it to meet such development challenges as
participation and empowerment, local ownership and
capacity, accountability, monitoring and evaluation, and an
integrated approach. It therefore merits consideration in
the wider debate about the future direction of international
development. Meanwhile those involved in the growing
level of interaction between Malawi and Scotland are
challenged to consider how the virtues of their approach
can be applied not only at a micro but also at a macro level

to help counter poverty and underdevelopment in Malawi.




Unfinished Quest: International Development Today

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
known for short as the “Global Goals”, provide an implicit
recognition that international development is an unfinished
quest. Originating from the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro in

2012, the objective of the Goals is to meet the urgent
environmental, political and economic challenges
facing our world." Building on the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals (2000-2015) the SDGs
are based on recognition that the defeat of poverty
will involve interlocking engagement with a range of
social, economic and ecological challenges. The landmark
UN framework includes, as its final goal, “Partnerships for
the Goals”, recognising that without global collaboration
the ambitious goals are unlikely to be achieved.

In this context two countries already working on the basis
of dignified, two-way, people-to-people partnership are
Malawi and Scotland. Their friendship stretches back over
almost 160 years and has been revitalized from 2005 when
the Scotland Malawi Partnership hosted an inspirational
conference in the Scottish Parliament and the two
Governments signed a Cooperation Agreement. Since then
both Government and civil society in both countries have
been actively engaged on a partnership basis in a very wide
range of initiatives, primarily geared to counter poverty

in Malawi while at the same time carrying a reciprocal
character so as to work to the benefit of Scotland also.

A defining event that sparked this endeavour was the “Malawi
After Gleneagles” conference held in the chamber of the
Scottish Parliament in November 2005.2 The meeting of the
G8 at Gleneagles in Scotland in July 2005 is remembered

for the great “Make Poverty History” march which saw some
250,000 people gather in Edinburgh to demand that the G8
take firm steps to counter the extreme poverty that is still the
daily experience of too many of the world’s citizens. One way
of focussing this challenge in Scotland was to give renewed
attention to the strong historical relationship that the nation
enjoyed with Malawi, one of the world’s poorest countries.
Hence the conference hosted by the Scottish Parliament
concentrated on the development challenges faced by
Malawi and the role that the relationship between Scotland
and Malawi might play in meeting them. As President Bingu
wa Mutharika stated in his address on that occasion: “Mr
Presiding Officer, sir, | have titled my address to this house
this afternoon, ‘Working Hand In Hand against Poverty'. This
is because Scotland shares with us our vision of seeing my
country emerge from poverty to prosperity. This is also to
recognise the special relations that exist between Malawi and
Scotland that began way back in the nineteenth century.”?

Implicit, and sometimes explicit, in the conference was a
sense that orthodox development theory was not proving
to be very effective and that the challenge/opportunity for
Scotland and Malawi was to draw on their shared history




and mutual understanding to develop a new approach to
international development. In a powerful address, economist
Professor Thandika Mkandawire pointed out that, despite
the country’s diligent fulfilment of the requirements of the
International Monetary Fund, “Malawi’s per capita income
fell from US156in 1980 to 143 by 1990 in constant US Dollars
terms. Even by 2003, Malawi had yet to reach the peak of
1979."4 Swallowing the prescriptions of Western development
experts had led to underdevelopment in Malawi. Mkandawire
called for Scotland and Malawi to adopt a different approach,
based on “dialogue and a more deliberative partnership”.®

Despite great strides being made in economic development
in many parts of the world there remain areas where extreme
poverty represents an affront to human dignity and a
potentially destabilising factor in international relations in
future. As Paul Collier has persuasively argued, the post-war
development paradigm was predicated on a “rich world of
one billion people facing a poor world of five billion people”.¢
The early 21 century, however, witnesses many of the five
billion (about 80%) benefitting from rapid development.
Today, “the real challenge of development is that there is

a group of countries at the bottom that are falling behind,
and often falling apart.”” Collier recounts how it was a visit

as a young man to Malawi - “the poorest country on the
continent” — that focussed his attention on what he came to
call “the bottom billion”.® Currently ranked 170t out of 186
countries on the Human Development Index of the United
Nations Development Programme, Malawi today remains
firmly entrenched in this unenviable category.® It is therefore
a country that presents something of a test case when it
comes to the quest for a successful model of development.

By 2015, the end point of the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals, it was apparent that, while there were
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areas of substantial progress and achievement, there were
countries where most of the goals remained stubbornly
unfulfilled. As regards eradicating extreme poverty and
hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting
gender equality and empowering women, reducing

child mortality, improving maternal health, and ensuring
environmental sustainability, in Sub-Saharan Africa the
MDGs were not be met by 2015 as had been hoped. On the
contrary, a UN report found that: “Sub-Saharan Africa is the
only region that saw the number of people living in extreme
poverty rise steadily, from 290 million in 1990 to 414 million
in 2010, accounting for more than a third of people worldwide
who are destitute.”'® Malawi lies at the heart of this region
and represents a prime case of this disturbing trend.

The Integrated Household Survey conducted by Malawi's
National Statistics Office during 2010-11 revealed that,
“on average, a Malawian consumes about MK150 per
day”."" In 2011 the exchange rate averaged around MK250
to £1, meaning that, in sterling terms, a Malawian’s
average consumption per day is around 60 pence. In terms
of basic necessities, 38.3 % of households complained
that they had inadequate food, 40.5% that they had
inadequate housing, 32.7% that they had inadequate
healthcare and 55.6% that they had inadequate clothing.
In terms of basic household furnishing and equipment,
only 34.8% of households own a bed, only 32.2% own a
table, only 38% own a chair, only 38.6% own a bicycle,
only 11.4% own a clock and only 12.7% own an iron."

32.5% of the population are categorised as being subject

to “very low food security”, where: “Households experience
multiple indications of disrupted eating patterns and reduced
food intake. They report reduction in food quality, variety,
quantity and frequency of food consumed. Consumption by



adults could have been restricted in order for small children
to eat and could also depend on food assistance from
relatives or friends.”'* Regarding the nutritional status of
children under five, 1.2% are severely underweight for their
age and 30.6% are moderately underweight while 14.0% are
severely stunted and 48.1% are moderately stunted.” The
probability of a child dying before reaching the age of 5 is
currently 118 per 1,000 live births.'s Overall, 50.7% of the
population is categorised as “poor” and 25% as “ultra-poor”."”

To find such a situation prevailing in the early 21t century
calls into question how much has been achieved by the
conventional post-war understanding of international

aid and international development. Serious questions
have been raised about the methodology of making large
grants or loans from Governments or international bodies
to national Governments in order to achieve economic
development in poor countries. The traditional paradigm
of an endless transfer of aid has become discredited

as donor countries face popular concern about the
ineffectiveness and misuse of aid while the people of
recipient countries often mirror these concerns as they
perceive international aid as one pillar of a corrupt system
that entrenches an elite and excludes the majority.

Dambisa Moyo has gone so far as to argue: “More than US$2
trillion of foreign aid has been transferred from rich countries
to poor over the past fifty years—[with] Africa the biggest
recipient by far. Yet regardless of the motivation for aid-
giving — economic, political or moral - aid has failed to deliver
the promise of sustainable economic growth and poverty
reduction.”’® Moyo argues that aid creates a vicious cycle: “The
cycle that chokes off desperately needed investment, instils a
culture of dependency, and facilitates rampant and systematic
corruption, all with deleterious consequences for growth.

The cycle that, in fact, perpetuates underdevelopment, and
guarantees economic failure in the poorest aid-dependent
countries.”"™ William Easterly reaches a similar conclusion:

How can the West end poverty in the Rest? Setting

a beautiful goal such as making poverty history, the
Planners’ approach then tries to design the ideal aid
agencies, administrative plans, and financial resources that
will do the job. Sixty years of countless reform schemes to
aid agencies and dozens of different plans, and $2.3 trillion
later, the aid industry is still failing to reach the beautiful
goal. The evidence points to an unpopular conclusion:

Big Plans will always fail to reach the beautiful goal.?°

Itis a conclusion that it is difficult for the West to swallow
since it does not sit easily with its own self-image and
view of the world. Nonetheless, the evidence of lack of
success is so overwhelming, particularly in sub-Saharan
Africa, that the case for a rethink is difficult to resist.

The weakness of Western efforts to date is further
highlighted by some simple deconstruction of the impressive-
sounding $2.3 trillion of international aid. Doing some rough
arithmetic, Andrew Parker points out that if Africa received

$1 trillion of the $2 trillion over 50 years that would amount
to $20 billion a year. Across an average of 500 million people
this would mean that each person received an average of

$40 a year. “That’s not enough to bring a medieval-level of
well-being up to standards we wish (i.e. removing low life
expectancy and avoidable deaths, giving an education that

is both a human right and a pillar of a sustainable economy,
building infrastructure). In reality, the money is often diverted
back into wealthier countries through consultancy and agency
fees. Finally, the amount of aid that is going into these
countries is dwarfed by the wealth that is coming out.”?' The




result is that the Government of a country like Malawi remains  known to be flawed.”?¢ No wonder the call for fresh thinking
chronically under-resourced, its entire national budget being and different approaches grows ever more insistent.
roughly the same as that of the London Borough of Hackney.

Both in terms of quantity and quality there appear to be The call for a rethink is often expressed in terms of the

questions that the orthodox post-war model is unable to need for “sustainable” models of development, commonly

answer. Despite vested interests in the received tradition, the
need for fresh thinking is increasingly widely acknowledged.

understood as meaning a short-term intervention from a
development partner resulting in long-term impact as the
programme continues to unfold through local ownership and

Ben Ramalingam, for example, argues that the conceptual commitment. Sustainability is often presented as the opposite
equipment of most international aid agencies is of dependency — where the result of provision of aid is that its
fundamentally flawed: “Conventional aid conceives of systems  recipients become disempowered to the point where they are
and problems, behaviours, relationships and organizations, entirely reliant on a continuing flow of aid. Others see market
and dynamics of change in highly abstract, idealized and forces as holding the key. Neoliberal critics such as Easterly
simplified ways. These are ... poorly matched to the reality and Moyo look to the unleashing of entrepreneurial talent

of the world.”? As a result, “whether for political expediency and the creation of a favourable environment for business as
or administrative convenience, or because of conceptual the most promising drivers of development. As the limitations
small-mindedness, there is a pervasive and longstanding of Government bureaucracies are exposed, others again look
bias towards treating the world as a simple, predictable to non-governmental actors - civil society — as the base for
place in which aid can be delivered, as if on a global conveyor effective development work. Another approach prioritises
belt, to bring about positive changes.”?* The “rules of the education in the belief that the more educated the population
game” of foreign aid “... amount to a widespread bias the better it will be equipped to achieve development.

towards seeing interconnected, dynamic, open problems as

simple, closed problems that can be planned for, controlled While this debate has been raging, the people of the

and measured. This leads to a whole host of ill-advised two small nations of Malawi and Scotland have evolved a

actions and mistakes.” Ramalingam concludes that, development-oriented way of working together that puts

“On the whole, the aid system’s pronounced addiction to a premium on the relational dimension. The strength of

seeing the world through a classic reductionist lens is not their shared history makes Malawi's development a matter

trivial: such processes lead to problems being defined and of profound common concern to people in both countries.

solutions chosen prematurely to give a sense of closure and This booklet will briefly trace that history, identify the main

certainty.”? To make matters worse, “... despite reinventing features of the approach to international development

itselF throughout history, the aid industry retains many that has resulted from it, illustrate these with an extensive

of its old problems — by not Facing up to these systemic sample of organisations and institutions working between

problems, those who would seek to transform aid are in Scotland and Malawi, and evaluate this approach against

Fact busily streamlining and improving a system that is the principal challenges facing development work today.
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The Scotland and Malawi Story

The two nations have a long history of interaction going back
to the first contact being made in 1859 by David Livingstone
during his Zambesi expedition. Livingstone had established a
strongly relational approach to his work in Africa. To capture
this in just one sentence: “Africans remember Livingstone
with great affection because he loved them."?” This shaped
the thinking of those who were inspired to attempt to
continue his work.?® Prominent among them were the Scots
who established the Livingstonia and Blantyre Missions in
what is now Malawi in the mid-1870s. The Missions were
planned and named as initiatives that would bring to fruition
Livingstone's dream of a central Africa freed from the slave
trade, embracing Christian faith and prospering through
legitimate commerce.? In their early years the Scottish
Missions built up relations with local communities in a
pre-colonial context. Only when faced by the twin threat

of Portuguese annexation in the south and “Arab” slavers

in the north, did they campaign successfully for the British
Protectorate, which became a reality in 1891.3° No longer
would Malawi be an exclusively Scottish interest, so far as
European involvement is concerned, but Scots continued to
be disproportionately highly represented not only among
the missionaries but also among the settlers and planters.

The Scottish Missions, Blantyre in particular, had a robustly
critical relationship with the British colonial administration

as it came into effect during the 1890s.3" On the crucial
inter-linked issues of land, labour and taxation, the Blantyre
missionaries consistently took the side of African communities
as they faced the pressure of the colonial regime on these
fronts. As a settler dominated economy and an accompanying

racist ideology came to hold sway, the Missions stood for

African advancement and for appreciation of the positive
qualities of African life and culture. The primary instrument
through which they worked was the vast network of schools
that they developed. Through the schools they cultivated
values that implicitly challenged racism and colonialism, and
educated the Malawians who in due course would form the
nationalist movement that led the country to independence.

Though it must be acknowledged that the Scottish
missionaries, particularly after the First World War,

were by no means free from the prevailing racist
assumptions of their day, nonetheless they entered

into a sympathetic understanding of African life and
community. Fluent in indigenous languages, they formed
friendships that proved to be deep and enduring. From
an early stage they also invited promising African
leaders to spend time in Scotland, further cementing the
distinctive connection between the two peoples.*

A growing number of families and communities, in both
Nyasaland (as Malawi was known from 1907 to 1964)

and Scotland, became aware of one another and of the
particular history that united them. This came into focus
when Nyasaland faced its political nemesis in 1953 when

it was incorporated, against the clearly expressed wishes
of its entire African population, into the racist Federation
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The British Government took
the view that this new arrangement would be economically
beneficial and that the African population would eventually
come to recognise its advantages. It was only in Scotland
that there was significant resistance as the many personal
connections brought it home to people how strong was the




African resistance to the Federation.>* When the nationalist
movement revived over the next few years to defeat the
Federation and pave the way for independence, Scots were
prominent among its members and supporters, with one -
Colin Cameron — becoming the only European to be appointed
to the Cabinet when self-government was achieved.**

During the post-independence era, Malawi continued to
have a special relationship with Scotland, grounded in the
earlier history. It now moved, as seemed appropriate, into
a lower key and might have been expected to become

a receding historical memory. Around the time of the
Millennium, however, it became apparent that something
was stirring in Scotland-Malawi relations. Both nations
had undergone significant political changes during the
1990s. Malawi had broken the stranglehold of its one-
party dictatorship and embarked on the path of multi-
party democracy. Scotland, after almost three hundred
years without its own Parliament, achieved a devolution
settlement that provided for the re-introduction of a Scottish
Parliament with extensive, though limited, powers. New
political energy, both in Scotland and Malawi, created the
potential for fresh interaction between the two nations.

A spark, however, was needed to ignite the new possibilities.
In the event it came from Strathclyde University, which
incorporates David Livingstone's alma mater, and Bell
College, the higher education institution closest to his
birthplace. Together, as the year 2000 approached and
institutions sought meaningful ways of marking the
auspicious moment, they created the Malawi Millennium
Project, which quickly caught the imagination of a new
generation of Scots and completed significant development
projects in Malawi.>* Meanwhile old links took new forms

as many churches and schools, taking advantage of
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improved communications, formed twinning relationships
and such bodies as Local Authorities, Universities and
Health Boards built collaborative connections.

This fresh enthusiasm gave rise to a new round of networking,
bringing together groups large and small whose work
expresses the close relationship between the two nations.
Public lectures in Glasgow, by Peter West of Strathclyde
University, and in Edinburgh, by Andrew Ross of Edinburgh
University, rallied support. The Lord Provosts of both
Glasgow and Edinburgh gave their backing as a formally
organised Scotland Malawi Partnership came into being

in 2004. In their invitation to the launch they invoked the
historical memory: “As the Lord Provosts of Glasgow and
Edinburgh, we have agreed jointly to launch a campaign to
have Scotland commit itself to extending its support for
Malawi. The original name of the country, Nyasaland, was
given to it by David Livingstone, who is revered there. Over
the succeeding 150 years, the force of Scottish opinion

has twice saved Malawi. Now it needs further help....."3¢

From the Spring of 2004, the Scotland Malawi Partnership
took shape as a civil society alliance bringing together a
wide variety of organisations concerned with Malawi. It
aimed to increase collaboration and multiply best practice.
Its stated objective is “to inspire people and organisations
of Scotland to be involved with Malawi in an informed,
coordinated and effective way so that both nations benefit."”3’
Simultaneously in Malawi, through the good offices of
British High Commissioner Norman Ling, a Committee

was formed to build up the Malawi end of the renewed
partnership. In July 2004 this Committee, together with
their Scottish counterparts, met with the new President of
Malawi, Bingu wa Mutharika, who announced his backing.



This upsurge of activity on the Malawi-Scotland axis

found a catalyst in the 2005 meeting of the G8 that was
hosted by the UK at Gleneagles in Scotland. This was the
G8 meeting that formed the focus of the “Make Poverty
History” campaign and had a strong emphasis on meeting
the challenges of international development. There was

a perceived need to take advantage of the hosting of a
major high-profile global event in Scotland and project the
country more forcefully onto the world stage. This implied
seeking substantive economic advantage for Scotland from
trade and tourism, but also looking to demonstrate the
global interests and responsibilities of Scotland, over and
above those that were represented by the UK as a whole.
In this context, the First Minister Jack McConnell sought
to display his support for the G8 Africa theme by raising
the profile of Scotland’s historic relationship with Malawi,
a country that sadly demonstrated the stark nature of

the development challenge and the inadequacies of past
development policy and, therefore, the case for the G8
seeking real progress in the attack on global poverty.

Until that time, it had been presumed that international
development was the sole responsibility of the UK
Department for International Development (DFID), but
the First Minister succeeded in forging a close working
relationship with the UK International Development
Secretary, Hilary Benn, and secured his agreement for
pursuing a modest international development programme
in Scotland. Importantly, and in accord with the Scotland
Act, Scotland’s role would remain subject to the Crown
and, in practical terms, subject to the on-going agreement
of the DFID Secretary. The new Scottish interest at the
governmental level was, however, warmly welcomed

by the then Secretary and the Scottish Government
international development policy rapidly took root as a
small but symbolically significant policy. It derived much of
its credibility from its capacity to coalesce with the rising
tide of civil society activism and project work that marked
relations between Malawi and Scotland at this time.

The development of the Cooperation Agreement between
the Government of Malawi and the Scottish Government
was the clearest manifestation of this renewed relationship.
It was a notable Agreement in many respects: firstly it

was negotiated personally between the President and
First Minster; secondly, it was widely welcomed in both
countries as a potentially valuable step; and, thirdly, it was
the clearly articulated view of both the President and First
Minister that the Agreement was not to solely represent
an expression of friendship and goodwill, but was to lead
to real and significant collaborative work that would see
tangible outcomes that impacted directly on the people.

Indeed, the insistence of the Malawian President that

the Cooperation Agreement should be underpinned by

an annual meeting of the Joint Permanent Coordinating
Commission, to ensure momentum and hard outcomes from
the programmes, was indicative of the seriousness of this
aspiration. In addition, the acknowledgement and acceptance
that, while rapid developmental progress was indisputably
desirable, the reality of past efforts suggested that, even
with significant improvements in the model of development
that the new relationship sought to capture, the challenge
of poverty and development in Malawi required a sustained
effort that might last for many years. A relationship that
looked well into the future was therefore both realistic and
necessary.’® As Jack McConnell commented on the day of the




signing: “It is a friendship and a partnership that is unique
and historic but it is a friendship and a partnership for the
long term. It is signed in a spirit of tolerance, solidarity and
respect, rooted in the principle of mutuality, because it is
simply intolerable that when we in the developed world
have so much, so many in your world have so little.**

The Government to Government relationship drew its
vitality and found its effectiveness from the multitude of
links made by civil society — schools, Universities, health
boards, local government, community groups, faith-based
organisations etc. It was here that the Scotland Malawi
Partnership, as a civil society alliance, had a key role to
play. The Partnership exists as an independent charitable
company and is at pains to clarify that it is not an arm of
Government. While it values very highly its close working
relationship with the Scottish Government, it is purposely
a non-governmental body and is free to offer constructive
criticism of Government policy or action when required.

With the unfailing support of the Scottish Government,

the Partnership seeks to forge a new form of inter-national
relations. It has stated its identity and vision in these terms:
“It pioneers a new approach to North-South relations, one
built on friendship and respect between two nations built
up over generations of close collaboration. It works today
on the basis of mobilising a network of Scottish-based
commitment to Malawi in order to develop best practice and
maximise impact, ensuring that the whole is greater than
the sum of the parts.”*° This vision has brought together an
alliance which is ground-breaking in the range and diversity
which it brings to the quest for a vibrant civil society-

based approach to the development of the relationship.
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This successful creation of a coordinating body on the Scottish
side called for an equivalent organising agency on the Malawi
side. This came into effect in mid-2012 when the Malawi
Scotland Partnership (MaSP), the Malawi-registered and
Malawi-run counterpart to the SMP in Scotland, established
an office in Lilongwe, supported by grant funding from the
Scottish Government.*' MaSP made great strides during

the 2012-15 period under the inspirational chairmanship of
Matthews Mtumbuka, who championed the Malawi-Scotland
model and did much to put it on the map. Further advance
occurred during 2015-18 with MaSP’s next chair Andrew
Namakhoma bringing passion and insight to the development
of the organisation. The first Chief Executive Happy Makhala
established the office and built the fundamentals of the
organisation. His successor Vera Kamtukule is building on

this base by extending the reach of MaSP into many sectors
of Malawian society. Like two sides of a hinge, MaSP and

the SMP link and coordinate the vast web of interaction

and exchange taking place between Malawi and Scotland.

This fresh round of Malawi-Scotland interaction has been
consciously inspired by what went before. A sense of affinity,
mutuality and affection drives a determination to counter
poverty 