
 

Media Debrief 

Malawi President’s visit to Scotland, April 2018 

On the morning of the 25th April the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) hosted an event with 
the President of Malawi at the Edinburgh City Chambers, as part of his visit to Scotland after 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM). This event was one of a series of 
engagements the President undertook while visiting Scotland. Other events included: 

• Visiting the RCPSG 

• Visiting the University of Glasgow 

• Visiting Scottish Water 

• Addressing the Scottish Parliament 

This briefing sets out the media coverage generated from the President’s visit to Scotland. 
Press coverage was 79% positive in tone during the President’s visit.  

Positive news coverage in Scotland 

1. The Scotsman, 21st April – Scottish links with Malawi get 150k funding boost 

2. The Scotsman, 23rd April – New Scotland-Malawi Agreement Reached 

3. Edinburgh Evening News, 25th April – President of Malawi given Capital welcome in 
Edinburgh 

4. STV, 26th April – Malawi President visit shows deep bonds between nations 

5. STV, 26th April – Scotland-Malawi links (TV) 

6. The Scotsman, 26th April – President of Malawi addresses MSPs at Holyrood 

7. The Herald, 26th April – President of Malawi to address MSPs 

8. The Herald, 27th April – Scotland’s links with Malawi are celebrated at Holyrood 

9. The Herald, 28th April – Scotland and Malawi youth project to tackle climate change 

10. Glasgow Live, 29th April – Scotland Malawi Youth Project to tackle climate change 

11. Perth Gazette, 29th April – New collaboration between young people in Malawi and 
Scotland to support action on climate change 

12. Third Force News, 30th April – Climate change partnership aims to boost Scotland 
and Malawi 

Positive news coverage in Malawi 

1. Nyasa Times, 20th April – Mutharika declares London trip success: next stop Scotland 
for state visit 

2. Malawi24, 22nd April – Scotland to give College of Medicine K102 million 

http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-president-celebrates-civic-society-links/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/all-news/president-of-malawi-visits-scotland/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-president-addresses-scottish-parliament/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/scottish-links-with-malawi-get-150k-funding-boost-1-4728027
https://www.scotsman.com/news/new-scotland-malawi-agreement-reached-1-4729227
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/politics/president-of-malawi-given-capital-welcome-in-edinburgh-1-4730169
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/politics/president-of-malawi-given-capital-welcome-in-edinburgh-1-4730169
https://stv.tv/news/politics/1413417-malawi-president-s-visit-shows-deep-bonds-between-nations/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/president-of-malawi-addresses-msps-at-holyrood-1-4730813
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16185369.President_of_Malawi_to_address_MSps/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16188249.Scotland_s_links_with_Malawi_are_celebrated_at_Holyrood/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16191551.Scotland_and_Malawi_youth_project_to_tackle_climate_change/
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/scotland-malawi-youth-project-tackle-14590202
https://perthgazette.co.uk/2018/04/29/new-collaboration-between-young-people-in-malawi-and-scotland-to-support-action-on-climate-change/
https://perthgazette.co.uk/2018/04/29/new-collaboration-between-young-people-in-malawi-and-scotland-to-support-action-on-climate-change/
https://perthgazette.co.uk/2018/04/29/new-collaboration-between-young-people-in-malawi-and-scotland-to-support-action-on-climate-change/
http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/tfn-news/climate-change-partnership-aims-to-boost-scotland-and-malawi
http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/tfn-news/climate-change-partnership-aims-to-boost-scotland-and-malawi
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-declares-london-trip-a-success-nest-stop-scotland-for-state-visit/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-declares-london-trip-a-success-nest-stop-scotland-for-state-visit/
https://malawi24.com/2018/04/22/scotland-to-give-college-of-medicine-k102-million/


3. Nyasa Times, 24th April – Malawi leader starts official visit in Scotland 

4. Nyasa Times, 24th April – University of Glasgow to establish research centre at 
Malawi College of Medicine 

5. Mavari Post, 24th April – Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 
promise Mutharika to enroll more Malawian medical students 

6. All Africa, 25th April – Malawi and Scotland agree on bilateral relations during 
Mutharika’s official visit 

7. Nyasa Times, 25th April – Malawi and Scotland agree new bilateral relations during 
Mutharika’s official visit 

8. Nyasa Times, 25th April – Malawi leader visits Scottish Water facility 

9. Nyasa Times, 25th April – Mutharika tells Scots: ‘if you have not visited Malawi 
before then now is the time’: hails Scotland-Malawi Partnership 

10. All Africa, 26th April – Malawi to continue benefitting from partnership with 
Scotland 

11. Nyasa Times, 26th April – Malawi President had the ‘pleasure’ to watch question 
time in Scottish Parliament says First Minister 

12. Nyasa Times, 26th April – Preserve Malawi history, urges President Mutharika 

13. Nyasa Times, 26th April – Mutharika addresses Scottish Parliament: ‘Malawi is a 
country you can trust’ 

14. The Maravi Post, 26th April – Malawi and Scotland in new bilateral relations 

15. All Africa, 26th April – Malawi: Scotland Police, Malawi Police Service sign MOU 

16. Malawi24 – 27th April – I have done wonders for Malawi - Mutharika 

Negative news coverage in Scotland 

1. The Times, 22nd April – Calls for Scottish Government Ministers to tackle Malawi 
president on gay rights abuses 

2. Amnesty International, 26th April – President of Malawi visiting Scottish Parliament 

3. The Herald, 28th April – David Pratt: Scotland needs to look at its relationship with 
Malawi 

4. The Times, 29th April – Malawi’s leader enjoys luxury trip at Prestonfield 

Negative news coverage in Malawi 

1. Nyasa Times, 2nd May –UK newspaper criticizes Mutharika’s ‘luxury’ hotel expenses 
paid by Scotland 

2. Nyasa Times, 3rd May – Malawi reacts to UK newspaper ‘insults’ to President 
Mutharika 

https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-leader-starts-official-visit-in-scotland-mutharika-tours-university-of-glasgow-college-of-physicians-and-surgeons/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/university-of-glasgow-to-establish-research-centre-at-malawi-college-of-medicine/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/university-of-glasgow-to-establish-research-centre-at-malawi-college-of-medicine/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/university-of-glasgow-to-establish-research-centre-at-malawi-college-of-medicine/
http://www.maravipost.com/royal-college-of-physicians-and-surgeons-of-glasgow-promise-mutharika-to-enroll-more-malawian-medical-students/
http://www.maravipost.com/royal-college-of-physicians-and-surgeons-of-glasgow-promise-mutharika-to-enroll-more-malawian-medical-students/
http://www.maravipost.com/royal-college-of-physicians-and-surgeons-of-glasgow-promise-mutharika-to-enroll-more-malawian-medical-students/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804250250.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804250250.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804250250.html
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-and-scotland-agree-new-bilateral-relations/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-and-scotland-agree-new-bilateral-relations/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-leader-visits-scottish-water-facility/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-tells-scots-if-you-have-not-visited-malawi-before-then-now-is-the-time-hails-scotland-malawi-partnership/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-tells-scots-if-you-have-not-visited-malawi-before-then-now-is-the-time-hails-scotland-malawi-partnership/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-tells-scots-if-you-have-not-visited-malawi-before-then-now-is-the-time-hails-scotland-malawi-partnership/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804260884.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804260884.html
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-president-had-the-pleasure-to-watch-question-time-in-scottish-parliament-says-first-minister/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-president-had-the-pleasure-to-watch-question-time-in-scottish-parliament-says-first-minister/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-president-had-the-pleasure-to-watch-question-time-in-scottish-parliament-says-first-minister/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/preserve-malawi-history-urges-president-mutharika/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-addresses-scottish-parliament-malawi-is-a-country-you-can-trust/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/mutharika-addresses-scottish-parliament-malawi-is-a-country-you-can-trust/
http://www.maravipost.com/malawi-and-scotland-in-new-bilateral-relations/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201804260883.html
https://malawi24.com/2018/04/27/i-have-done-wonders-for-malawi-mutharika/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/calls-for-scottish-government-ministers-to-tackle-malawi-president-peter-mutharika-on-gay-rights-abuses-jqj77pkmj
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/calls-for-scottish-government-ministers-to-tackle-malawi-president-peter-mutharika-on-gay-rights-abuses-jqj77pkmj
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/calls-for-scottish-government-ministers-to-tackle-malawi-president-peter-mutharika-on-gay-rights-abuses-jqj77pkmj
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/scottish-human-rights-blog/president-malawi-visiting-scottish-parliament
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/16190338.David_Pratt__Scotland_needs_to_take_a_closer_look_at_its_relationship_with_Malawi/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/16190338.David_Pratt__Scotland_needs_to_take_a_closer_look_at_its_relationship_with_Malawi/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/malawis-leader-enjoys-luxury-trip-at-prestonfield-sg9xp9nbl
https://www.nyasatimes.com/uk-times-newspaper-accuses-mutharika-of-luxury-hotel-stay-expenses-paid-by-scotland/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/uk-times-newspaper-accuses-mutharika-of-luxury-hotel-stay-expenses-paid-by-scotland/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-reacts-to-uk-newspaper-insults-to-president-mutharika-state-house-asks-local-media-no-copy-and-paste-imperialistic-hate-reporting/
https://www.nyasatimes.com/malawi-reacts-to-uk-newspaper-insults-to-president-mutharika-state-house-asks-local-media-no-copy-and-paste-imperialistic-hate-reporting/


 

Social Media 

The SMP Twitter account generated 52,500 
impressions during the month of April. 

View all tweets from the SMP civic-society event 
at the City Chambers >> 

 

https://twitter.com/i/moments/989133347992625152
https://twitter.com/i/moments/989133347992625152


A selection of Tweets from the President’s visit to Scotland 

Political engagement 

 

 

 

 



 



Member engagement 

 

 




