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INTRODUCTION 
In constituencies from the Borders to the 
Northern Isles, schools, universities, 
church and community groups, 
professional bodies and charities - big and 
small - are having a transformative impact 
in the lives of individuals, families and 
communities in Malawi.   

Interaction with Malawians from the 
country known as the Warm Heart of 
Africa, including members of the Malawian 
diaspora living in Scotland, opens up the 
Worldview and perspectives of Scotland’s 

young people and constituents of all ages. 

Each year more than 109,000 Scots are involved in a civic link with Malawi.  Scottish 
charity, the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) exists as a politically neutral and non-
governmental membership network helping to support, connect and represent over 
1,000 organisations and key individuals linked with Malawi across Scotland. 

The SMP acknowledges and greatly regrets that historically, racism has been 
perpetrated in Scotland’s relationship with Malawi as part of colonial rule. Today, 
friendship is at the heart of these dignified people-to-people and community-to-
community partnerships.  

Scotland-Malawi links often find expression in international development projects, 
recognising that Malawi faces multiple challenges including being one of the countries 
that has done the least to cause the climate crisis but, as an agriculture-based 
economy beset by extreme weather events, is most affected by it.  

Giving a sense of the depth and breadth of activity across all walks of life in Scotland, this 
report preserves a record of past projects and gives a flavour of thriving contemporary 
Malawi relationships in each of Scotland’s 73 Holyrood constituencies and eight regions. 
The extend to which links are interwoven into the fabric of most strands of Scottish 
Society make the relationship rare and distinctive internationally.  

Longstanding cross-party recognition of the importance to constituents of personal and 
community links with Malawi, across different walks of life in Scotland endures. The SMP 
is happy to connect its members with their local Parliamentarians and offer briefings to 
Parliamentarians of all parties. Every single constituency in Scotland has people-to-
people Malawi partnerships and SMP members. 

Please get in touch if we can help in any way. 

Please contact us by emailing: info@scotland-malawipartnership.org  

Tel. 0131 605 0314 

Copyright: Donald Macleod 

mailto:info@scotland-malawipartnership.org
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Sign up to the professionally curated SMP Newsletter: here 

Read our 20th anniversary update: here 

Get involved! with the SMP community &  
experience the many benefits of being a Friend or member 

For more information: www.scotland-malawipartnership.org 

 

Members of the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) 
 

The SMP and our Malawi-based sister organisation were created in response to the depth 
and breadth of civil society links between the two nations and the SMP helps to support 
the Malawi links of individuals and organisations in constituencies throughout Scotland.  

Any organisation or individual with a link to Malawi is welcome to join the SMP. If they are 
located in Malawi, we ask that they first join our sister organisation there, the Malawi 
Scotland Partnership (MaSP). To potential members elsewhere, the SMP makes clear 
that both its constitution and funding are focused on serving the geographies of Scotland 
and Malawi, but that operating in a largely hybrid manner, the SMP does seek to be 
inclusive. 

Scale and Impact of Malawi links: 
 

To mark the visit of the President of Malawi, the University of Edinburgh published 
research (2018) which found that an estimated: 

• 109,000+ Scots are actively involved in links with Malawi; 
• 208,000+ Malawians are actively involved in links with Scotland; 
• SMP members contribute more than £49 million in finance and in-kind inputs 

to their Malawi links. 
 

A separate study (2018), by a University of Glasgow researcher, working from a 
randomly selected sample of 449 Scots, found that: 

• 45% of Scots personally know someone actively involved in a link with 
Malawi; 

• 75% of Scots are in favour of links with Malawi (56% “strongly” in favour); and 
• Less than 1.5% are opposed to this work.  

https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/our-newsletter
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/assets/img/general/SMP%4020-compressed.pdf
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/get-involved
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/files/2515/2458/2878/Valuation_SMP_2018_report.pdf
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/files/2515/2458/2878/Valuation_SMP_2018_report.pdf
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/download_file/3309/207/
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CENTRAL SCOTLAND AND LOTHIANS WEST REGION 
 

    
Meghan Gallacher MSP 

Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party 

 

Mark Griffin MSP 
Scottish Labour 

Amanda Lindsay MSP 
Reform UK 

 

Jenny Young MSP  
Scottish Labour 

 

   

 

Amanda Bland MSP 
Reform UK 

Gillian Mackay MSP 
Scottish Green Party 

Graham Simpson MSP 
Reform UK 
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Airdrie 

St Margaret's High School – Our [partner] school has an orphanage, a female-led farming 
village, a nursery project, a prisoners' project and we are helping turn a boys' prison into a 
reformatory college. We also work with AHIM Disabled Project among a number of other things. 

Almond Valley 

Towera Munthali - I would like to be involved in organisations that are working to improve the 
general wellbeing of Malawians. 

Matthew Lane - I am an academic who carries out research in Malawi on the topics of 
urbanisation, climate change and governance.  I regularly visit Malawi for fieldwork and have 
established collaboration networks with colleagues based at the University of Malawi in Zomba. 

Hazel Aregai - I lived and worked in Blantyre, Malawi from 1998-1999 and again from 2012-2014. 

St Margaret's Academy - We have had two working school trips to Malawi. The trips involved 
building a classroom for a Nursery on the first trip and part of a new Secondary school on the 
second trip. 

Knightsridge Primary School - Links with Global Goals /SDGs Links with International work. 

St. John the Baptist Primary School 

   

Angela Constance MSP 
Scottish National Party 

   

Neil Gray MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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District 1320 Rotary International - D1320 covers the South of Scotland and comprises several 
dozen Rotary clubs with a total membership of circa 2000.  Rotary is a voluntary organisation 
committed to the ideal of world peace and understanding 

Bathgate 

Alison Adam – Having been to Malawi I’m keen to know more and support the programme. 

Winchburgh Primary School 

Whitburn Academy 

Uphall Primary School 

St Kentigern’s Academy 

Royal Agricultural Society of the Commonwealth - The RASC is an NGO representing 
agriculture across the Commonwealth. It comprises a confederation of over 40 leading national 
and regional agricultural show societies working in 20 Commonwealth countries. It promotes the 
development of show societies and best practice farming, improving incomes and production of 
food in Commonwealth countries. RASC encourages the interchange and development of 
sustainable agriculture, forestry and fishing and the rural environment throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Armadale Academy - Having previously been involved with the school partnership between 
Beath High and Njale and Mapanga PS, my new school is keen to set up a partnership.  A friend 
in Malawi is Head Teacher of Khaya PS, Luchenza. We hope to share cultural and educational 
experiences and improve understanding of global issues with students in both schools. 

   

Pauline Stafford MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Coatbridge and Chryston 
 

Charlie Cowell 

Water Aid - WaterAid transforms lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation 
in the world’s poorest communities. We work with partners and influence decision-makers to 
maximise our impact. Since 1981 WaterAid has reached over 14 million people with life-saving 
water and over nine million people with sanitation and improved hygiene since 2004. Clean water 
is essential for life, but one in eight of the world's population does not have access to it. This, and 
lack of safe sanitation, result in over two million people dying from water-related diseases every 
year. Find out more at www.wateraid.org 

St Michael's Primary School - St Michael's Primary School is in Moodiesburn, just outside 
Glasgow. As part of our efforts to develop global citizenship within the school, two staff members 
went to Malawi in October 2013 to find a school to set up a partnership with. The visit was 
successful and St Michael's Primary has set up a partnership with Malo LEA Primary School in 
Mulanje. Since then, we have had correspondence with the school and sent over letters from our 
children and some clothes. 

ECRAD - The main area of our charitable activity involves raising funds to support the work of 
ECRAD (Empowerment, Counselling, Relief and Development) in Malawi. Our main aim there is 
to make a real difference among Malawi children orphaned by HIV/AIDS supporting their 
education and welfare (food, shelter, education, and medical care). The activities we support 
cover an orphan care centre, primary school, feeding programme, support and irrigation of a two 
acre land for crops, pigs, poultry (which is part of our development of self-sustainability), sport 
fixtures promoting health, HIV/AIDS education an Adult Learning Centre and other community 
affairs programmes. 

   

Fulton MacGregor MSP 
Scottish National Party 

http://www.wateraid.org/
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Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 

Ashley Rogers - Travelled in Southern and Eastern Africa and returned to Malawi through a 
Scottish Government project on access to water. Keen to explore access to water, human rights, 
social justice and climate justice, including how Malawians understand water, justice and rights 
at individual and collective levels. 

Ben Wilson - Became involved in Scotland-Malawi relations as a student volunteer and has since 
worked with organisations including Challenges Worldwide, the University of Glasgow and 
SCIAF. A former SMP Board director, his PhD examined power and equality in Scotland-Malawi 
development relations from a post-development perspective. 

Stephanie Clinton - Volunteered with the Scottish Malawi Mental Health Education Project in 
Malawi and took part in Chichewa language courses. 

St Maurice's High School - The school has a strong partnership with Nkhamenya Girls’ School 
and links with nearby schools, the mission hospital and parish. Fundraising supports clean 
water, classroom and ICT resources, scholarships, primary school improvements and hospital 
care. The partnership benefits the wider community and helps pupils develop global awareness. 

Falkirk East and Linlithgow 

Iain Woodhouse - Former Academic Exchange Fellow to Mzuni. Collaborative projects related 
to sustainable forests. 

   

Martyn Day MSP 
Scottish National Party 

   

Jamie Hepburn MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Helen Mein - Having lived in Malawi, served as a trustee of Child Survival in Malawi [Scotland], 
and continuing to return to visit friends, I enjoy keeping up with developments in the country, 
supporting SMP and doing some networking which I hope is useful. 

Neil Barnes - Interested in volunteering and working in Africa, with a passion for sustainable 
development and social enterprise. Currently working as a professional in the energy services 
and fuel poverty industry on a national Scottish Government contract. Considering visiting 
Malawi with my family to undertake voluntary work and potentially return for suitable 
professional opportunities. Inspired by the work of SMP, I feel this would be a strong basis for our 
family to establish an exciting and potentially life-changing opportunity. 

Iris Aitchison - Through the Scotland Malawi Partnership Quality Strand, I led a Forth Valley 
College team that funded four girls’ education, including one who achieved an advanced 
Microsoft qualification. I want to engage Scottish further education colleges, share Fairtrade 
expertise and build knowledge of Scotland-Malawi activity. Forth Valley College also hosted a 
visit by John Kondowe, Principal of Namitete College. 

St Mary’s RC Primary School - We are interested in creating a partnership with a school in 
Malawi to enable children from both countries to become global citizens and learn from one 
another by bringing the wider world into the classroom. 

Falkirk Council Education Services - Falkirk Council, which covers the towns of Falkirk, Larbert, 
Denny, Bonnybridge, Grangemouth and Bo’ness, in central Scotland, has 49 primary schools, 
eight secondary schools, five schools and units for pupils with additional support needs and 10 
early years establishments. These provide education for pupils aged 3-18 as well as childcare for 
children aged 0-3. A number of schools in Falkirk have links with Malawi and two teachers have 
travelled to Malawi through the Link Community Development’s Global Teachers Programme. 

Falkirk West 

Kinnaird Primary School 

Muir Primary School – Promotes global citizenship through work on quality education and clean 
water. The Head Teacher supported the Likhubula scholarship scheme and classroom 
improvements at Pasani Primary School with Dunblane Boys’ Brigade and Classrooms for 
Malawi. 

Falkirk High School 

   

Gary Bouse MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Motherwell and Wishaw 
 

Beth Sheehan - Has worked in Malawi with a focus on health, disability and development. A 
trustee of African Vision Malawi, she also runs a consultancy providing capacity building, 
development and research services. 

Bless Chiwanda - Interested in media and sustainable development. 

St Bernadette’s Malawi Partnership - A sustainable partnership between St Bernadette’s and 
Namulenga parishes and their local schools, focused on prayer, education, fundraising and 
partnership development. 

Churches of God – Fellowship Relief - A faith-based organisation providing social and 
economic support alongside Christian teaching. 

Uddingston and Bellshill 

 

Roy D’Silva - A former GP in Malawi, I keep in touch with partnership progress and Malawi news. 

Tony Begley - Supporting a variety of initiatives which helps improve and develop education in 
Malawi. 

  

Steven Bonnar MSP 
Scottish National Party 

  

Clare Adamson MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Water For All Africa – We are interested in the purification of water and would like to build our 
units which do this in Africa. We have been in touch with the Dept of Water Resources and 
Management in Lilongwe and Blantyre. 

John Lwanda, Pamtondo – John Lwanda is a medical practitioner and researcher with medical, 
social, historical, cultural and political interests in Malawi. He runs a book publishing company 
which specialises in books about Malawi. His company Pamtondo publishes Malawian work. 

North Lanarkshire Council 

Noble Primary School - We are a Fairachiever school and were visited by two coffee farmers 
from Malawi who explained to our pupils how Fairtrade benefits them. This sparked a great 
interest amongst the children, and we would be interested in partnering with a school in Malawi 
to further this. 

Bothwell Parish Church - Hopes to build a mutually supportive partnership with Nyungwe 
Congregation, sharing expertise and resources while learning from its Malawian partners, and 
welcomes guidance on next steps. 
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GLASGOW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Thomas Kerr MSP 

Reform UK 
 

Patrick Harvie MSP 
Scottish Green Party 

Pauline McNeill MSP 
Scottish Labour 

 

Iris Duane MSP  
Scottish Green Party  

   

 

Kim Schmulian MSP 
Reform UK 

Paul Sweeney MSP 
Scottish Labour 

Monica Lennon MSP 
Scottish Labour 
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Glasgow Anniesland 

Knightswood Secondary School – Visited Malawi as part of Glasgow City Council’s ‘Malawi 
Leaders of Learning’ project in September 2014. I organised a school visit to Malawi in 2016 under 
the Malawi Young Leaders of Learning banner. We are keen to develop our school values and see 
Global Citizenship with a particular focus on links with Malawi as an ideal vehicle to do this. 

St Clare’s Primary School 

Jordanhill School - We have teamed up with Phoenix School to enhance learning of both 
teachers, parents and pupils in both schools. One of our Scottish teachers lived and taught in 
Malawi for a number of years and is committed to a sustainable partnership based around SMP 
Partnership Principles. 

Bosco Exson Chinkonda - A Malawian PhD student at the University of Glasgow, he works 
across health, education and culture, using indigenous research methods to support community 
participation in health. He collaborates with Kamuzu University of Health Sciences on road safety 
and injury prevention and contributes to One Health research on rabies control in Malawi. Bosco 
is a Trustee of the SMP. 

Kenyawi Kids - A small Scottish-founded NGO supporting sustainable orphan care in Malawi by 
funding grassroots farming, feeding, vocational training, livestock and water projects. These 
initiatives provide food, income and practical skills, helping care projects and children become 
self-sufficient. 

Agatha Mazengera  

Abner Maosa  

Phindu Lipenga - A Malawian currently living in Scotland. Interested in networking, participating 
in projects and gaining more insights into the work of the SMP. 

Sharon Hayward  

Natalie Faulds  

Limbikani Chipwatali  

Chembe Chipwatali  

  

Colm Merrick MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Christopher Bunn - I am an Academic with an interest in the social history of Malawi and health 
improvement. 

Joseph Bakuwa  

Sharifa Abdulla - I work with communities through using culturally situated performances, 
indigenous knowledge systems for Health research and intervention. 

Glasgow Baillieston and Shettleston 

Alice Bradley - Worked with Malawi some time ago and want to continue the connection. 

Emmanuel Kammalere - I am a Malawi national, so I am interested in things relating to Malawi. 

Norah Chiwaula McLintock - Currently setting up a charity to help mothers in the hospitals in 
Malawi after giving birth and newborn babies plus under-fives. Charity name will be named 
Charles Foundation Trust.   

Janet Weir - I support children and young people in Malawi with education. 

Enock Bamusi - Teaches Chichewa and Malawian culture in Scotland, develops learning 
materials, chairs the Association of Malawians in Scotland, and promotes Malawi as a 
welcoming place to visit, work and live. 

Rebekah Hinton - I am a PhD student at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, exploring land 
and water use in Malawi. I am exploring a variety of factors influencing land and water use 
including permaculture adoption and with a particular interest on small-holder farmers. 

Eastbank Academy 

Smithycroft Secondary School 

Quarry Brae Secondary School 

Carmyle Primary School – Participated in an education visit to Blantyre and hopes to deepen 
knowledge of Malawian culture and language, share experiences with pupils and develop a 
lasting school partnership. 

St Andrews RC Secondary School - Setting up a school partnership with a school in Malawi 
through Glasgow City Councils MYLOL programme. 

St Joachim's Primary School 

  

David Linden MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Swinton Primary School 

St Bridget's Primary School - We would like to set up a partnership with a primary school in 
Malawi. 

Glasgow Cathcart and Pollok 

Vivienne Armstrong – As Head of Centre in an Early Years establishment in Glasgow I was part 
of a partnership, working with Early Childhood Development Centres in Malawi.  I genuinely felt 
privileged to be part of this project and was inspired by the children and by the dedication and 
commitment of the volunteer caregivers in the centres. 

Limbikani Chitsundi Banda – Interested in Water Resources Planning, Development and 
Sustainable Management. 

Dinna G Likonde – A Malawian living, studying and working in Scotland at Glasgow University. I 
would like to learn and share my experiences and meet and connect with people interested in 
community development and SMP. 

Lorna MacPherson - Involved with the work of the MalDent project for a number of years.  Visited 
Malawi with Professor Jeremy Bagg on four occasions since 2020.  Contributed to the 
development of the National Oral Health Policy, the national child oral health survey, child oral 
health Task Force and member of Dental School Flying Faculty. 

Dinnah Mbisa - Member of the Association of Malawians in Scotland. 

Ovenbird Coffee Roasters - Ethical coffee roasters, seeking Malawian Coffee. 

Arnwood Nursery School – Involved in the Glasgow Education MLOL (Malawi Leaders of 
Learning) programme and had the opportunity of visiting Malawi in October 2015 working with 
Mary's Meals in their Under 6 Centres. This was a valuable and very worthwhile life changing 
experience. 

Our Lady of the Annunciation Primary School 

King's Park Secondary School 

St Marnock's Primary School 

Hillpark Secondary School - I was working with a group of pupils, and we visited Malawi through 
Orbis Expeditions and Classrooms for Malawi (CFM). 

  

Zen Ghani MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Glasgow Central 

Malawi Leaders of Learning (MLOL) - Improving education in Malawi and Glasgow - focusing on 
professional learning for teachers and library and literacy development in the Blantyre area.  We 
have been working in urban and rural schools and in partnership with the South West Education 
Department since 2011. Our project also helps to support a small number of vulnerable female 
learners sustain their secondary education with annual sponsorship. 

Since 2012 and as part of MLOL we have supported the Malawi Young Leaders of Learning 
(MYLOL) - secondary age pupils from our schools who embark on a learning journey looking at 
the impacts of poverty in Glasgow and Malawi and how they can work together to help overcome 
barriers to a quality education for all and within in their communities. 

MLOL is very much embedded in our schools as part of our international education curriculum 
and complementing our global citizenship work. Visit our website www.mlol.co.uk for more 
information. 

Glasgow City Council Lord Provost - The Lord Provost of the City of Glasgow is joint honorary 
president of the Scotland Malawi Partnership with Provost Robert Aldridge of Edinburgh. 

Institute for Future Cities, University of Strathclyde - We work with cities globally to improve 
well-being and quality of life - with particular focus on urban sustainability, resilience, health, 
and urban growth. In Malawi we have a particular interest in working with cities and urban 
settlements on sustainable urban growth and sustainable agriculture. 

Catherine Chavula - I am originally from Malawi and currently employed in Scotland in the 
Higher education sector. My interest in this partnership is to build collaborations with universities 
in Malawi to work on technology projects related to health, language technologies and culture. I 
am part of the Motokazi collaboration with #48toinfinity, increasing the positive representation 
on the internet of Malawian women and their lives. 

Paul Cunningham - I worked in Malawi as an Education Adviser with VSO. 

Donald Mitchell - I completed charity projects in Mulanje building small-scale wind turbines. 
Although the project ended years ago, I'm still in contact with some of the Malawians I met and 
have been supporting them through school/college. 

Alphaeus Ngonga - My areas of interest are; environmental law, climate change law and policy, 
human rights law, investment law and sustainable development. 

  

Alison Thewliss MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Robias Phiri  

Juliet Tyson - I was born in Malawi and lived in Zomba and Blantyre. I completed my Secondary 
school education in Kasungu. My late father was English, and my mother is from Chitipa. I now 
work as a primary school teacher and want to stay connected with Malawi. 

Norman Wagstaffe - Assisting people with disabilities. 

Malawi Tomorrow - The Malawi Tomorrow Charitable Trust was established in Scotland in 2002 
with the aim of promoting and advancing the education, health and welfare of young people, and 
the public generally, in Malawi. 

Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund (SCIAF) - SCIAF is the Scottish Catholic International 
Aid Fund, the official aid and international development charity of the Catholic Church in 
Scotland.  

SCIAF has been helping to improve the lives of Malawians living in poverty since 1985. We're 
working with many of the most vulnerable communities to help them grow more food, put basic 
irrigation systems in place, and ensure they have the business skills they need to support 
themselves and their families. We’re particularly focused on supporting women and people with 
disabilities, working to change societal norms and promote inclusion, and supporting local 
organisations to raise awareness and campaign for their rights.  

University of Strathclyde - We work in partnership with Malawian universities, NGOs and 
government authorities to strengthen capacity in renewable energy, health, water and education. 

Glasgow Caledonian University - Caledonian University staff in consultation with Dr Moffat 
Nyirenda, a Consultant from Malawi, based in Edinburgh at the time, collaborated on a diabetes 
education and innovation project. Some 300 healthcare professionals had completed the 
postgraduate course which was recognised by the Scottish Government’s Diabetes Education 
Advisory Group as meeting the core competencies set out by them. 

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow - The Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow (RCPSG) has longstanding links with clinical medicine in Malawi. We 
support our Fellows to act as examiners for the College of Surgeons of East Central and Southern 
Africa (COSECSA,) which trains and accredits Malawian surgeons. We also act as faculty for 
medical training courses in Malawi and facilitate Malawians clinicians undertaking short term 
training appointments in the UK. Following the recent merger of our HOPE and Global Health 
groups, we are in the process of setting up a link with the hospitals of the Northern Region of 
Malawi whereby our Fellows and Members will act as volunteer clinicians in these hospitals, 
teaching and training their Malawian counterparts.  

Malawi Initiative for National Development (MIND) - Malawian Initiative for National 
Development (MIND) is an international development organisation. It was founded by Malawians 
In Aberdeen (MIA), an association of Malawians in the northeast of Scotland, in summer of 2007. 
The organisation was officially launched as a project by the Malawian High Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom, Dr. Francis Moto, and the Rt Hon. Jack McConnell, the former First Minister of 
Scotland, on 16th September 2008. MIND is a United Kingdom charity, No: SC040751, and works 
in close cooperation with Scottish Government and Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO) and is 
part of the Diaspora Volunteering Alliance (DVA).  

Oxfam Scotland - Oxfam has been working in Malawi for more than 20 years. We aim to empower 
poor people to demand their rights around the key areas of livelihoods, governance, 
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humanitarian assistance, HIV and AIDS, and gender equality. Oxfam provides financial support 
to more than 15 partner organisations in the country. These organisations work with communities 
in the five districts of Balaka, Blantyre, Chiradzulu, Phalombe and Thyolo to improve long-term 
food and income security, mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS, build the capacity of civil society 
organisations, and promote good governance, gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

Upile Chitete The need to belong to a group that fosters meaningful, people-to-people 
connections between Scotland and Malawi is my motivation to join the SMP. My belief in 
collaborative, grassroots approaches to tackling global challenges, aligns well with the SMPs 
focus on sustainable development, cultural exchange, and mutual learning. Through SMP 
engagement, I have an opportunity to contribute to impactful initiatives that promote health, 
education, and community resilience while deepening my understanding of cross-cultural 
cooperation and global citizenship.  

Chrissie Gausi - As a Malawian medical doctor currently studying Immunology at the University 
of Glasgow, I have a deep personal and professional connection to Malawi. My experience 
working as a paediatric ICU doctor in Malawi has given me firsthand knowledge of the healthcare 
challenges and opportunities within the country. I am passionate about improving healthcare 
systems and implementing research-driven policies that can benefit Malawi. My long-term goal 
is to specialize in Infection, Immunity, and Human Disease, focusing on research and policy 
development to strengthen Malawi’s healthcare infrastructure, benefiting both Malawi and 
Scotland through collaboration.  

Natasha Harawa - I am a Malawian studying in Scotland. 

Anderston Primary School 

Chris MacLeod - As a former volunteer who worked in Malawi for a year, then had several return 
visits supporting other projects, I know the benefits that connecting communities can bring to 
both sides of any partnership. Through an existing contact, the opportunity has arisen to 
establish a link between my school and secondary school in Malawi. Done well, this partnership 
will be a fantastic chance for our pupils to look outward and start to play a more active role as 
global citizens.  

St Patrick's Primary School - Malawi is a popular topic for year 5 within this school. 

Vincent Mwasi - I am a Malawian, living and working in Glasgow City. 
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Glasgow Easterhouse and Springburn 

Sarah Inneh Ariyo - Member of the Malawian Diaspora. 

Patrick Grady - Scottish Churches World Exchange volunteer, St Peter's Secondary School, 
Mzuzu, 2004-2005.  Chair of Malawi APPG in UK Parliament, 2017-2021. 

Stephen Misanjo - Member of the Malawian Diaspora. 

Angeline Mwafulirwa - I am a Malawian living in Scotland. I support Project Heart to Heart 
Foundation Malawi which, among other things, operates mobile clinics, reaching out to areas 
where there are no health facilities. 

Velli Nyirongo - I am a Malawian who stays in Scotland. 

Springburn Academy 

Wallacewell Primary School 

Whitehill Secondary School - As a school we have previous experience and links with Malawi. 
We ran trips to Malawi to improve young people's education and help them improve their sport. 

Croftcroighn Primary School ASN 

St Roch's Secondary School - New partnership with schools in Malawi. Visits to Malawi. 

  

Ivan McKee MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Glasgow Kelvin and Maryhill 

Jeremy Bagg - Lead for the Scottish Government funded MalDent Project to develop Malawi's 
first Dental School and a national Oral Health Policy focused on prevention of dental disease. 
Current Chair of the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP). 

Professor Simon Guild - Head of the School of Life Sciences at the University of Glasgow working 
with the College of Medicine in Blantyre, Malawi on capacity and capability building on health 
sciences professionals' education. 

Carolyn Frances Anne Hunter - I am an emergency medicine doctor who is currently studying a 
Masters in Global Health. I am interested in health particularly in the connections between 
Scotland and Malawi in Emergency Medicine. 

James Johnstone  

Evin Joyce - I have worked in Malawi since 2019, first with UNICEF in response to Cyclone Idai, 
and then, during the Covid crisis, as a volunteer supported by private donations.   

Since 2022, I have focused on supporting a youth group in rural Zomba called the Lifesavers Club, 
and health and education projects on Chisi Island, Lake Chilwa, Zomba. 

Miriam Kasowanjete 

Grace Manyika - Former Board member of the SMP. 

Christopher Moxon – I am a paediatrician and Clinical Senior Lecturer at University of Glasgow. 
I have worked at Queen Elizabeth General Hospital and at Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome Clinical 
Research Programme and at Kamuzu University of Health Sciences. My research interest is in 
Cerebral malaria and in other severe infections in children. 

Grace Moyo - I have an interest in Malawi and am based in Scotland, Glasgow. 

Huw Owen 

Matthew Rich - Lived in Malawi 2002 to 2005. Worked at Blantyre Teachers’ Training College and 
Nanzikambe Theatre company. 

David Sanderson - Family connections to Malawi made me join the SMP. 

  

Bob Doris MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Kate Stafford - I lived in Malawi from 2002 - 2005 where I set up Nanzikambe Theatre. In the UK I 
was until 2018 the Artistic Director of Bilimankhwe International Theatre, touring productions 
using Malawian artists. I support a family in Ntcheu district, paying school fees and providing 
family support (seed, fertiliser, and occasional money for essentials). 

Matthew Waites - Reader in Sociology at University of Glasgow, research on LGBTIQ human 
rights in the Commonwealth including African states.  In relation to Malawi, I have collaborated 
at an event speaking at the Scottish Parliament with Alan Msosa (University of York), with whom 
I keep in touch; I have also co-edited a volume Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity in the Commonwealth: Struggles for Decriminalisation and Change (2013) that includes 
a chapter on Malawi by Undule Mwakasungula (open access online). 

Caroline Welsh - I have dear family connections to Malawi. My aunt and uncle June and Robbie 
Anderson emigrated to Africa from Scotland in the 1950s, eventually settling in Malawi. June 
worked for KLM in Blantyre and helped establish the business in East Africa. She was also 
instrumental in founding a school for girls in Malawi.  

FemEng in Malawi - FemEng in Malawi is an international outreach collaboration between the 
University of Glasgow and Malawi University of Science and Technology. Female engineering 
students from both universities work together to develop and deliver workshops to promote 
STEM education in Malawi. The aim is to increase the number of female students pursuing STEM 
careers in Malawi and provide a network for students in STEM courses.  

Mary's Meals - Mary's Meals is a grassroots global movement which began in 2002. We set up 
school feeding programmes in communities where poverty and hunger prevent children from 
gaining an education. It is a simple idea that works. By providing a daily meal in a place of 
learning, chronically poor children are attracted into the classroom where they receive a basic 
education that can provide an escape route from poverty. Our school feeding programmes are 
owned and run by local communities. In Malawi alone, more than 80,000 volunteers prepare and 
serve our school meals. Together, we feed more than 1.5 million children across 18 countries 
every school day. Our largest programme is in Malawi, where 30% of primary school-aged 
children receive Mary's Meals.  

Our vision is that every child receives one daily meal in their place of education and that all those 
who have more than they need, share with those who lack even the most basic things. 

Malawi Tomorrow – The purpose of the charity is the prevention or relief of poverty, the 
advancement of education, the advancement of health and the relief of those in need by reason 
of age, ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other disadvantage. Benefitting mainly Children 
or young people, Older People and People with disabilities or health problems. 

CRADALL - CRADALL is a research and development centre in adult education and lifelong 
learning, with a particular focus on social justice, social inclusion and poverty reduction. It has 
research interests primarily in Scotland, Africa, Asia and Europe.  

University of Glasgow - The University of Glasgow has a long history of engagement with 
Universities and Institutes in many low-income countries in the Global South and especially in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, including strong, active links with Malawi.  

Niall Brady – I am keen to gain practical field experience with an NGO or civil society organisation 
working on development projects in Malawi. I am particularly interested in areas such as 
sustainable economic development, governance, or community-based initiatives, though I am 
open to opportunities across various sectors. 
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Joyce Nyirongo - To learn more about opportunities that may help to improve disease control in 
Malawi. 

Dikani Salema - I am a Malawian Student at University of Strathclyde studying PhD Forensic 
Science. My work centres around diagnosis, research and laboratory setup. I want to use my PhD 
knowledge to set up the first ever forensic lab in Malawi that will help fight against gender-based 
violence crimes and other homicide cases. 

Alexandra Norman - Medical student with interest in doing an elective placement in Malawi. 

Kelvinside Academy  

Abercorn Secondary School 

Cleveden Secondary School - Interested in learning more about Malawi and the creation of a 
beneficial partnership so that all can learn. 

Kelvindale Primary School 

Caldercuilt Primary School 

Hillhead High School 

Glasgow Southside 

Walt Adamson - I am a scientist at the University of Glasgow working on sleeping sickness. The 
group that I work in have a long-standing collaboration with researchers at the University of 
Malawi. I study the parasite that causes sleeping sickness in Malawi and carry out public 
engagement activities relating to sleeping sickness in Rumphi, Nkotakhota, and Blantyre. 

Lesley Atkins - I am the Quality Improvement Officer: International Education for Education and 
Social Work Services Glasgow City Council. My remit is to develop international education as an 
integral part of the curriculum in educational establishments. Glasgow currently has links with 
46 countries throughout the world, 17 of which are Commonwealth countries. Several of the 
schools in Glasgow currently have active links with Malawi and I assist them in developing these 
links. 

Douglas Coulter - I volunteered for many years for a world development charity and am 
interested in hearing about and supporting SMP's work. 

  

Holly Bruce MSP 
Scottish Green Party 
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Paul Lynch - I have been carrying out research into the assessment and education of children 
with disabilities over the past 15 years. More recent research has been looking at ways to identify 
and assess children with disabilities in their early years. 

Dr Peter West – former Honorary Consul for Malawi in Scotland. 

Jack Wrigley - I spent time in Mtunthama 15 years ago and worked on a project to bring a Roller 
Disco to Malawi. 

Islamic Relief - Our projects in Malawi included increasing resilience to natural disasters, 
tackling food insecurity by supporting local communities, and building secure livelihoods. To 
support vulnerable families in Malawi, we also run seasonal programmes by distributing 
Ramadan and Qurbani food parcels to needy families, as well as operating an orphan 
sponsorship scheme. 

SAFER Social Accounting Frameworks for Epidemics and Revival - The SAFER Programme 
uses social accounting frameworks to assist African countries to enhance their statistical 
capacity, to gauge the social and economic effects of health and welfare (with emphasis on 
HIV/AIDS, malaria & TB), and to turn this research into practical development initiatives.  

Peter Jiyajiya - I am a Malawian with interest in the engagement practices that NGOs employ in 
their work with the communities in Malawi. As an academic and researcher, my work is meant to 
create space for mutually beneficial partnership between NGOs and the communities, thereby 
enhancing empowerment of the communities in Malawi. 

Hampden School (ASN) 

Hutcheson’s School 

Holyrood Secondary School - Holyrood Learning Community wish to further links with schools 
we are associated with in Malawi to further develop the Global Dimension of education through 
our curriculum. We have in the past, and hope to continue to support a number of charitable 
projects in Malawi which we have as a community been involved with through Scottish 
International Relief. 
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Rutherglen and Cambuslang 

Thandiwe Mtetwa 

Michael Shanks MP - Member of Parliament for Rutherglen and Hamilton West which includes 
Blantyre - the birthplace of David Livingstone! I was a member of the APPG on Malawi and am 
keen to support the work of the partnership. 

Maura's Mission - a small charity funding scholarships for academically gifted pupils from the 
poorest families at two national schools in northern Malawi. 

We focus on three areas: 
• Twenty annual scholarships across five boys’ and five girls’ boarding schools. 
• Bursaries for healthcare and education students. 
• Higher educational aspirations for girls and young women. 

David Livingstone Trust - The David Livingstone Centre has undergone an exciting re-
development project which saw the re-interpretation of the museum exhibition, conservation 
and documentation of the collection and an exciting and engaging range of events and activities. 
The Birthplace Project aims to reinterpret the story of Livingstone and celebrate the links that he 
helped develop in the 19th Century with Malawi. 

Classrooms for Malawi - For over 10 years, we have improved learning environments for more 
than 36,000 children. Working with communities and the Ministry of Education, we identify urgent 
needs, employ local tradespeople and use local materials to build classrooms, toilets, 
dormitories and libraries. Supported by schools, community groups, businesses and faith 
groups, our work promotes education, school partnerships and the Global Goals. 

  

Clare Haughey MSP 
Scottish National Party 

 



28 

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 

 

    
Victor Currie MSP 

Reform UK 
 

Max Bannerman MSP 
Reform UK 

Ariane Burgess MSP 
Scottish Green Party 

 

Kristopher Leask MSP  
Scottish Green Party 

 

   
Morven-May MacCallum MSP 
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Scottish National Party 
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Argyll and Bute 

David Alsop - Partnership with Bemvu Mission. 

Andrew Cubie – Interests in Leadership, governance and civic society. 

Heather Cubie - As a Clinical Scientist in Virology, my career-long interest has been human 
papillomavirus (HPV). Western countries have two effective means of reducing cervical cancer 
incidence: HPV immunisation of young girls and population-based cervical screening 
programmes. I was involved in developing strategy, service change and implementation in 
Scotland, and from 2013 became involved in implementing a cervical cancer screening 
programme in Malawi. Partnerships are key to successful implementation and since our first 
meeting, I and Scottish colleagues have formed a close team with Nkhoma CCAP Hospital and 
have successfully delivered cervical screening and treatment to over 20,000 women. Much of the 
success of Scottish programmes is associated with education and communication, not just of 
healthcare staff but also of communities and young women themselves.  

My commitment to Malawi was strengthened by becoming a Board Member of SMP in 2015, a 
role which has been a privilege and a revelation of the breadth and width of partnerships. 

Alexander Davey - I work in overseas aid in Africa and am based in Scotland and am interested 
in building further a bond of mutual respect between Scotland and Malawi. 

Martha Payne - Martha started a blog NeverSeconds about her school dinners. When the blog 
became news, she talked about Marys Meals and started fundraising. When the blog was 
banned, the support was huge and she has raised over £123,000. A BBC documentary was made 
and a book raising money for Mary’s Meals printed.  

Mary Thomson - Mary visited Dedza District for five weeks with Link Community Development as 
part of their Global Teachers Programme. While there she was working with teachers, head 
teachers and Primary Education Advisors assessing resources, and sharing good practice. 

Patricia Weir - I have been working since 2018 at Mercy James Centre for Paediatric Surgery and 
Intensive Care at QECH, Blantyre. I am a Paediatric Anaesthetic and Intensive Care doctor and 
helped operationalise the unit there. I was full time for two years and now return for a period 
annually.  

 

  

Jenni Minto MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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SEED for LIFE. FEED for LIFE SCIO – We are a Scottish registered charity working with a 
Community in Ntcheu District of Malawi. The aims of the project are to establish a sustainable, 
self-help feeding programme to ensure that the Community can work their way out of food 
poverty. In a year we assisted 84 farmers to grow a total of 65 extra tonnes of Maize which allowed 
us to feed up to 1,400 primary school children throughout term time – we hope to increase this 
every year. We also support 25 pupils through their secondary Education. The receipt of a 
Scottish Government Grant has enabled SeedforLife to plan for the future and assist in achieving 
or goals. 

Project Trust - Project Trust has been organising long-term placements for young people since 
1967, making us the most experienced educational charity specialising in international youth 
volunteering. We offer young people aged 17-25 in the UK and Europe the opportunity to explore 
their potential through a teaching or youth development placement in Africa, Asia or Latin 
America. Through a long-term international volunteering experience, Project Trust empowers 
young people to develop their confidence, resilience, awareness and leadership skills. Engaging 
in cross-cultural exchange, our Volunteers have a positive impact within host communities and 
share their learning and understanding when they return. 

The Raven Trust - Supporting the development of eye care. 

Mid Argyll Malawi Twinning Group  

Teamwork Trust - Teamwork Trust is a Scottish Registered Charity set up to provide help to the 
poor and needy by these main means; the prevention or relief of poverty, the advancement of 
religion, the relief of those in need by reason of age, ill-health, disability, financial hardship or 
other disadvantage. 

Rebecca Foster - My PhD project explores the social, economic, cultural, environmental, and 
technological variables characterising energy access for low-income women at household level 
situated on the urban periphery. Further, I examine how energy justice is understood and 
influenced by local traditional leadership. Concurrently, the project seeks to propose detailed 
policy and practice recommendations based on the findings of this research project.  

As a PhD candidate situated in the Department of Geography and Architecture, I am interested 
in the transition to low carbon energy systems. Presently, my research explores energy justice 
and the interplay between physical and organisational structures existing in Malawi. I completed 
1 year overseas in Limbe, Malawi volunteering with Project Trust, and I returned in 2020 to 
conduct my undergraduate degree fieldwork in Malawi. 

Iona Primary School 

Dalmally Primary School - We would like to develop a school partnership with a school in 
Malawi. We feel this will be a positive development, allowing our pupils to develop a greater 
global awareness, and help them to become more effective global citizens. We would like our 
pupils to learn more about the country and children of Malawi and have a greater understanding 
of the historical links between Scotland and Malawi. We would like to share experience, develop 
friendships and contribute positively to the partner school's education. We feel that we may well 
have much to share and learn about each other and as result have a better insight into the 
differences and similarities between our experiences. 

Dunoon Grammar School 
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Rothesay Academy/Rothesay Joint Campus - Rothesay Academy shares its site with Rothesay 
Primary School and Argyll College. The Joint Campus began a partnership with Muloza school in 
2008, and a number of joint projects have been carried out. The school has also become involved 
with Spirit Aid to raise money for school meals and community facilities in Milonde. Pupils have 
also set up a Fair Trade club. 

Oban High School - Our partner school is Mazozo CDSS in the village of Emoneni in the Mzimba 
region. We have started a feeding programme in the school and are now providing lunch for all of 
the 126 pupils in the school every day until June when it is hoped that the crops grown by the 
school can be harvested and used to provide lunch. We are also working together on a "no 
hunger" project and are working collaboratively throughout these lessons. 

Strone Primary School 

Caithness, Sutherland and Ross 
 

Eva Faber - I have worked in Primary schools in Highland and was HT in Ullapool where I worked 
with HOW to promote the UN sustainable development goals.  We worked on developing 
knowledge of Malawi with our pupils.  I am now very interested in working to promote health in 
Malawi through an organisation called Picturing Health run by a school friend of mine. 

Marie-Anne Hutchison - I have been involved with the provision and delivery of school resources 
(from schools in the Highlands) and toolkits (from TOOLS FOR SELF RELIANCE) to the Samaritan 
Trust, Blantyre, Malawi and to Ekwendeni in Northern Malawi. 

Ross Presbytery 

Kilmuir and Logie Easter Church of Scotland 

Dochas Education Trust - The Dochas Education Trust seeks to bring improvement to the Nsanje 
District of Malawi through education and training. The first project offers in-service training to 
teachers. The Trust will work to improve infrastructure and resource needs as funds allow, and 
also seek to train church and community leaders. 

Dornoch Academy – We are keen to link for teaching ideas and gain a more in-depth appreciation 
of another culture. Through links with people, schools, businesses etc. 

Gairloch High School 

Tain Royal Academy 

  

David Green MSP 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
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Scoraig Primary School - Teacher interested in global partnerships with partner schools. 

 

Inverness and Nairn 
 

Wezi Munkhondya - I am from Malawi and just relocated to Inverness where I have a job with 
NHS Highland. I love my country Malawi and am more than willing to contribute to advancing the 
Scotland-Malawi Partnership. Mainly, I am also looking forward to learning different ways I can 
help Malawi while I am staying in Scotland. 

Andrew Walker - I am a retired Police Chief Inspector. Prior to retiring I travelled to Malawi to 
liaise with my Malawi Police Service colleagues (organised by World Exchange, Edinburgh based 
charity).  

I was introduced to the Victim Support Unit scheme run by the Community Policing Dept. This is 
a scheme which offers refuge, support, guidance and counselling to all victims who appear at 
the facility.  

It predominantly aims at women and children, addressing issues such as Child Abuse (sexual, 
physical, mental), Abandonment, Domestic violence, Property Grabbing, Aids Awareness and 
Human Rights amongst others. It is facilitated by Police Officers but staffed by trained 
counsellors and elected members of the community. It is an extremely effective initiative at the 
'coal face' of the local community providing sanctuary and assistance.  

Highland Hospice - We are currently running a new partnership project with KUHeS and would 
benefit from networking with other more experienced partners. 

Community Energy Scotland - Community Energy Scotland has an active partnership with 
Community Energy Malawi, with whom we work to support the development of community led 
and community owned renewable energy initiatives. We are also keen to share our experience of 
this from Scotland with other organisations working in Malawi. 

Culloden Academy 

Inverness Royal Academy 

Millburn Academy - Tentative interest in developing links. 

  

Emma Roddick MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Lochardil Primary School - Headteacher at Lochardil Primary School, Inverness. A non-
denominational, mixed catchment area of almost 400 pupils aged 3-12. School linking and 
Global Citizenship/Learning for Sustainability is now on our School Improvement Plan. Long-
term passion for Malawi since being a Global Teacher in 2006. 

Inverness High School - Interested in International Partnerships 

Moray 

Sheena Nicolson - From 2005 to 2008 I worked with VSO Malawi as a teacher educator in 
Blantyre college of education and Lilongwe College of Education. Since 2008 I have been back to 
Malawi many times and have many Malawian friends. We have had several small projects 
involving girls’ education and vulnerable children. 

St Gerardine's Primary School - In 2009 I spent 3 months voluntary teaching in Malawi. The 
school was in Bangwe, a township just outside Blantyre. I have a keen interest in and passion for 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Milne's High School 

Speyside High School - Really keen to increase my students’ global understanding & keen to 
build a two-way understanding with sub-Saharan African nation. I have taught a little on Malawi 
in the past and really want to learn more and pass this onto students. We had a visit by Malawian 
Fairtrade producers and would love to build on this. 

Forres Academy 

 

Laura Mitchell MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Na h-Eileanan an Iar 

Lorna Hobson - I taught with VSO at Soche Hill DSS and Chilumba DSS between 1967 and 1969. 
Having kept in touch with the families of ex-pupils for more than 40 years, I returned with my 
husband for a visit in May 2012 and again in September 2014, and friendships with a number of 
Malawian families were strengthened and continue. 

Orkney Islands 

David Goodwin - Build meaningful business connections and gain a deep understanding of 
Malawi’s economic landscape, laying the foundation for possible future capital partnership 
investments. Prioritize relationship-building and trust by engaging with key stakeholders before 
visiting the country. Establishing genuine connections will create opportunities for collaboration 
and insight into business dynamics. Navigating the challenges and advantages of doing business 
in Malawi will be shaped by strong local partnerships, making early engagement essential for 
long-term success. 

Lorraine Miller - Visited Malawi as part of Educational Study Visit in 2006 and have maintained 
link with Head teacher and school. 

Nicola Thompson - For many years I was the coordinating teacher for a school partnership in 
Malawi. I retired nine years ago and although the school link has ceased, I still coordinate a link 
between the wider island community of Sanday and Minga CDSS. At present we sponsor 20 
pupils to pay school fees. 

 

Liam McArthur MSP 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 

 

Donald MacKinnon MSP 
Scottish Labour 
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Glenys Hughes - Founded in 2007, Malawi Music Fund uses music and the arts to improve the 
lives of some of Malawi's most needy and vulnerable orphaned children and young people. We 
work with Malawian musicians and teachers in running residential workshop weeks in music, art 
and sport in each school holiday. We also provide bursaries to support the children through 
secondary school. The aim of all our activities is to enable orphaned young people to break free 
of a cycle of poverty and unemployment. 

Church of Scotland Orkney - Malawi Partnership - Orkney Presbytery has been partnered with 
Thyolo Highlands Presbytery (CCAP) since 2008. The partnership works at Presbytery to 
Presbytery level and also between local congregations who are twinned in congregational 
groupings, some of whom have developed strong links between congregational groups eg. 
Guilds, Sunday School, Youth Groups etc. Several exchange visits have taken place (both ways) 
and people in Orkney have given generously to support a wide range of projects including the 
Womens Department, self-help Business projects, Church building repair and re-builds, feeding 
orphaned children, youth work, purchase of sewing machines, bicycles and motorcycles, 
supplying IT equipment, book grants, Manse repairs, pig-rearing, borehole / well construction.,, 

Presbytery is keen to develop more school partnerships between Orkney and Malawi (4 currently 
exist 3 of which are linked into the Presbytery Partnership and are enthusiastic about supporting 
links throughout the wider community. The Partnership has also had a welcome supplementary 
focus on fairtrade issues which has evolved from the economic domination of the tea industry in 
the Thyolo area., 

Westray Junior High School - We have recently taken over the running of our links with Malawi 
for our school and we are keen to keep it going. 

Shetland Islands 

Magnus Williamson 

Anderson High School - We are developing a new S1 Social Subjects unit that will compare 
Scotland and Malawi. We will use population data and development indicators for comparison. 
We will look at how the Global Goals apply to each nation and how the ongoing partnership can 
help both countries meet these goals. 

 

Hannah Mary Goodlad MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 

Highland Council 

Neil Fisher - Neil formerly worked for 'Action Against Hunger' between November 2002 and 
December 2005. He is still involved in data analysis. 

Shirley Nield - I am mainly interested in the Partnership's involvement in education in Malawi. I 
have corresponded with a young Malawi man whom I met when he visited Scotland and am 
following his progress with his further education. 

James Read - I had the privilege of spending a year in Malawi volunteering through Project Trust, 
an organization dedicated to empowering young people through long-term international 
placements. During this time, I was a volunteer at BAHASI (Bangwe HIV/Aids self-help initiative), 
where I was actively involved in supporting children’s education, fostering their well-being, and 
participating in community-based initiatives. This experience deepened my understanding of 
grassroots development work and the importance of cultural exchange. I would like the 
opportunity to continue supporting the amazing country that is Malawi. 

Aurelie Walker-Dean – Former trustee with Classrooms for Malawi. 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Ross and Cromarty - The Provincial Grand Lodge of Ross and 
Cromarty is one of 32 Masonic Provinces in Scotland operating under the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland. The Province consists of 12 Lodges from Stornoway in the west to Cromarty in the east. 
We are essentially an organisation which tries its best to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves. We hope to maintain and develop our links with the Mountain View School for Deaf 
Children in Blantyre, Malawi 

Fortrose Academy - Fortrose Academy is 6-year secondary school on the Black Isle area of Ross-
shire, Highland. Since 2005, it has been linked with Mulanje Mission Community Day Secondary 
School, near Blantyre in the south of Malawi. The link began with an exchange of teachers; 
subsequently, groups of students and teachers from both countries have visited their partner 
schools; over 40 students have participated in these exchanges. The link is called MUFOTO, 
representing Mulanje-Fortrose Together. 

Grantown Grammar 

Mallaig High School 

 

Andrew Baxter MSP 
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Muck Primary School & Eigg Primary School - We are two very small schools on islands off the 
west coast of Scotland; Eigg Primary School with seven pupils and Muck Primary School with six 
pupils. We are working towards achieving our Rights Respecting Schools Award and as part of 
this, would like to make links with small schools in Malawi. We would hope that the children gain 
a longer-term understanding and appreciation of similarities and differences between the 
schools, in terms of child rights and experiences. We can offer our friendship between schools 
and the opportunity for Malawian children to learn and share experiences with Scottish children 
who live in a very rural environment, far away from city life, in an environment of mutual respect. 

Kingussie High School - We are at an early stage in our partnership with Muloza Secondary 
School with initial reciprocal visits having taken place in 2008/09. We are moving forward under 
our partnership agreement in two main areas: a visit by staff and pupils from Kingussie in 2010; 
and developing ideas for enhancing our curriculum in both schools. 

Munlochy Primary School 

Fortrose Academy 
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East Lothian Coast and Lammermuirs 
 

East Lothian Council 

Ruth Haldane - After visiting schools in Zomba, Malawi and meeting with locals, I would like to 
try to help. I am a teacher in Scotland. 

Ross MacNab - Spent eight months in Malawi in 2007 teaching and visited in 2017 for a holiday 
and continue to support friends in Malawi. 

Global Concerns Trust - An international development charity that aims to reduce poverty and 
supports sustainable grassroots development and environmental projects. 
We partner with inspiring individuals and organisations to implement projects at the cutting edge 
of development. In Malawi we have worked with our partners MACODA and KODO in Malawi 
since 2008 to run comprehensive vocational training courses for adults with disabilities, 
supporting them to start their own businesses and become financially independent. 
 

Grow Movement - Grow Movement unlocks the potential of entrepreneurs in Malawi (& also 
Uganda & Rwanda) by matching them with volunteer business consultants from Scotland and 
across the globe. Together they work for six months over Skype and mobile, identifying ways to 
improve the business, increase profitably and create new jobs. Since GROW started, over 500 
entrepreneurs have started on our programme, increasing their finance, marketing and strategy 
skills and creating over 600 new full or part-time jobs. 

Carrie Evans - A volunteer with Malawian charity, save the poor foundation (SAPOF). 

Gullane Primary School 

North Berwick High School - High School Community looking to provide a global dimension to 
our curriculum. 

Knox Academy - We teach Developing Economies as part of our Higher Economics course. 
Malawi already has links with Scotland, so it seemed a good choice. 

 

Paul McLennan MSP 
Scottish National Party 
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Edinburgh Central 

 

Lord Provost - The City of Edinburgh Council is a local authority. The Lord Provost of the City of 
Edinburgh is joint honorary president of the Scotland Malawi Partnership with Provost Jacqueline 
McLaren of Glasgow. The City of Edinburgh Council has an interest in all areas of activity with 
Malawi, is already involved in teacher exchanges and placements with Malawi. Many Edinburgh 
schools already carry out activities with Malawi. The Council can act as facilitator for activities 
between Edinburgh and Malawi. 

Wendy Ager - Having lived in Malawi for four years, I continue to be interested in Malawi. 

Philip Broadbent - I am a Public Health Registrar based in Edinburgh who has worked in Malawi 
during my medical training and would be interested in pursuing healthcare research in Malawi in 
the future. 

Gemma Burnside - Working in Malawi with a family as a tutor for their children and assistant for 
textile business run in conjunction with local community. Hope to expand teaching out to local 
community and bring in children from all backgrounds on the island of Likoma to encourage 
cooperation and coordination between expat families and local community. I’ve worked in 
Zambia previously in a similar environment but at a later stage in development. Hoping to build 
on this experience and use it to create an educational project for children on Likoma Island. 

Christine Campbell - I'm privileged to work with Malawian and Scottish colleagues in an ongoing 
collaborative project that seeks to reduce the burden of cervical cancer in Malawi. Working 
closely with Prof Heather Cubie, health care providers and the Ministry of Health in Malawi, and 
Scottish clinicians from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee and Stornoway, I'm the co-lead on a 
Scottish Government-funded project that is providing sustainable cervical cancer screening 
across Malawi, with a focus on strengthening services for rural women.  

Here in Scotland I'm a health services researcher at the University of Edinburgh, where I also work 
on how cancer screening can reach as many people as possible, so it is always interesting to 
reflect on the similarities (as well as the differences) between reducing the burden of cancer in 
Scotland and Malawi - in both countries cancer can be a devastating diagnosis and families care 
deeply for their loved one: the skills and professionalism of nursing and clinical staff, and a health 
system that does what it can, are essential. 

 

Lorna Slater MSP 
Scottish Green Party 
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Carey Tourism - Focus on sustainable development and environmental management of tourism. 
Working with partners in Malawi to identify and deliver sustainable business solutions that meet 
the needs of destination communities, building on experience in Scotland and internationally, 
especially across Africa. Special interest in heritage as a driver of sustainable social and 
economic development. Clients and partners include International Co-operative Alliance, 
UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, World Bank and World Tourism Organization. 

Dingiswayo Chirwa - A Malawian who emigrated to Scotland for work. I would like to benefit from 
the organisation through participation in its activities and join church activities available here in 
Scotland. 

Adam Cobham - Adam, an accountant, volunteered for three weeks in Embangweni in 
September with his wife. He worked with the mission project's accountant converting manual 
accounts into online records. He was also involved in staff training. 

Thomas Echlin-Harrardine - I am managing Partner at an independent advisory and research 
firm based here in Edinburgh. We specialise organisational development, policy, governance and 
strategy research among other research areas. Our focus is the UK and Africa area and have 
current projects in Mali and Southern Nigeria. We are looking to develop links across the 
continent including Malawi and other parts of Eastern and Southern Africa. 

John Fanning - I worked for three months as a volunteer in a microfinance organization 
(Microloan Foundation) that operates across Malawi. This experience has given me a deep 
interest in and attachment to the country and I would like to continue to contribute in any way I 
can to the further development of Malawi. I am a Trustee of the SMP and Chair its Audit & Finance 
Committee. 

Michael James - Treasurer of Zambia and Malawi Community Partnership a charity operating in 
the north of Malawi. We listen to local volunteer groups helping them solve the issues they 
identify. For example, building multiple, meaningful businesses, to provide ongoing income and 
creating an IT Hub to allow all community members to learn about computers and access the 
internet. We like to work with other NGO partners making use of their skills and experiences 
rather than 're-inventing the wheel' for ourselves. 

Davie Luhanga - Member of the Malawian Diaspora. 

Lisa Luhanga - I was a VSO volunteer from 2007-2012 in Mzuzu Malawi, I am now back in 
Edinburgh and married, my husband is from Malawi and we have children, so would like to 
continue having a strong link with both Scotland and Malawi. I work at QMU and am involved with 
their student Malawi association. 

Claire MacKintosh - Interested in working together with Physicians in Malawi within the arena of 
combating antimicrobial resistance and improving antibiotic usage. 

Jamie Melville - I have maintained an active interest in Malawi and i's ties with Scotland since 
travelling there in 2014, as part of my master’s dissertation. My work in Malawi involved 
undertaking a groundwater quality study (in the Chikwawa region) in partnership with the 
Malawian Ministry for Irrigation & Water Development and NGO Water for People, based in 
Blantyre. I was in Malawi for six weeks undertaking my research hydrogeologist, based in 
Edinburgh. Being involved in and contributing to the SMP is something I am hopeful of doing now. 
I primarily follow the progress of Malawi towards SDG6 (clean water and sanitation), but I am 
keen to understand more about progressing towards other SDGs in the future. 
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Roddy Millar - My wife's grandfather lived there for several years in the 1940s and 50s - and her 
family retains connections there today. 

Effie Mpakati Gama – Member of Malawian Diaspora. 

Elvis Mpakati Gama - Health Economist at Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. 

Rachel O'Neill - I taught two deaf Malawian students in the MSc Inclusive Education about a 
decade ago. I have kept in touch with them. One, Malonje Phiri is now setting up a course to train 
sign language interpreters.  

Lucy Orren - My interest in Malawi began in 2010, while I was at university. I volunteered with the 
student-run charity Student Volunteers Abroad for two years, travelling to Malawi to work on 
projects during the university summer breaks. Following that, I became involved in the Scotland 
Malawi Partnership's Youth Steering Group and later became a youth member. I also volunteered 
at SMP as an intern in 2012, which I thoroughly enjoyed, and this further developed my interest in 
Malawi. Currently, I am involved in two charities who work to support orphan care centres in 
southern Malawi. 

Max Schmidt - I attended the SIDA Spring Conference 2025 and was blown away by the presence 
and impact of the SMP! 

Albert Sharra - I am a Malawian conducting research on Colonial Malawi at Edinburgh University. 

Dr Paula Smith - I am Deputy Director of the MSc in Critical Care, a part-time, fully online 
programme aimed at all health care professionals who encounter critically ill adults in their daily 
practice, delivered by the University of Edinburgh, in partnership with the Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh.  

Online, distance-learning postgraduate education complements in-the-workplace training and 
provides a culture of studying and sharing knowledge with peers and mentors across the world, 
increasing the limited academic support network available to Malawian trainees from a few local 
dedicated surgeons to a more extensive international network. Through scholarship schemes 
from The Scottish Government, Johnson & Johnson, Physicians for Peace, and The UK Gov 
Commonwealth Scholarships, we provide full-funding for Malawian surgical trainees, many of 
whom go on to teach Clinical Officers in Malawi after graduation. This innovative approach allows 
trainee surgeons to remain in their home country to attain professional milestones, preventing 
the “brain drain” often observed when trainees travel abroad, and which ultimately will improve 
patient care. 

University of Edinburgh - Partnership between University of Malawi and University of Edinburgh. 

Chance for Change - Chance for Change is an organisation devoted to enhancing the 
development of young people by inspiring and motivating them to take responsibility for their 
future direction. We enable young adults who could not otherwise access it, the opportunity to 
experience wilderness journeys to broaden their horizons, recognise their talent and realise their 
potential. We work to empower young people who have faced challenge in their lives, to move to 
independent productive adult lifestyles; we want to inspire and motivate them to take 
responsibility, to fulfil their potential and to take their place as citizens in a global community. 

Sustainability Partnerships - Sustainability Partnerships is a not-for-profit group which works 
to raise awareness and promote transformational education about climate change and 
environmental issues.  
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We are organisers of the 1.5 MAX Global Schools Climate Summit which brings together 
secondary school pupils from across Scotland and from poor and most climate vulnerable 
countries. We work in partnership with the Mtuli Foundation to engage and support participation 
of Malawi schools. 

First Aid Africa - First Aid Africa provides access to life-saving emergency first aid education in 
communities where access to pre-hospital medical facilities is unavailable. First Aid Africa 
believes that access to the simple, yet life-saving knowledge of first aid should be available to 
everyone regardless of age, gender, race, religion or social status. Our mission is to provide as 
many people as possible with the knowledge, skills and equipment to respond in an emergency, 
and ultimately, save or improve a patient's quality of life.  

In Malawi we have created free teaching resources in line with the recommendations of the 
International Liaison Committee on Resuscitation (ILCOR) with translations into Chichewa and 
chiTumbuka (in the North).  

Scotland Malawi Partnership – The Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) is the national civil 
society network coordinating, representing and supporting the many people-to-people links 
between our two nations. This is part of a shared history that dates back to 1859 and the travels 
of Dr David Livingstone. 

We believe the hundreds of partnerships which unite Scotland and Malawi represent an 
innovative new approach to international development. This is an approach based not on 
'donors' and 'recipients' but on long-standing, mutually beneficial community-to-community, 
family-to-family and people-to-people links, each on its own quite modest in scale but, together, 
a formidable force for progressive change. 

We exist to inspire the people and organisations of Scotland to be involved with Malawi in an 
informed, coordinated and effective way for the benefit of both nations. We do this by providing 
a forum where ideas, activities and information can be shared on our website, through our online 
mapping tool, publications and through regular forums, training events and stakeholder 
meetings. In this way, we harness experience, expertise and enthusiasm from across Scotland 
and help inspire each new generation of Scots and Malawians to become involved together, in a 
variety of innovative new ways. 

The SMP is core funded by, but independent of the Scottish Government, as part of its own 
outstanding Malawi Development Programme. We are extremely grateful for this far-sighted 
investment by successive governments. 

We are a membership organisation representing Scottish organisations and key individuals, 
including half Scotland’s local authorities, most Scottish universities, many primary and 
secondary schools, churches and faith-based groups, charities and a wide range of grass-root 
community-based organisations. Our work supports many aspects of Scottish civil society. Any 
Scottish organisation or individual with a link to, or interest in, Malawi is welcome to join the 
Scotland Malawi Partnership.  

By creating a single space for all organisations and individuals in Scotland currently engaged with 
Malawi to come together, we seek to help reduce duplication of effort, add value to Scotland’s 
historic civil society relationship with Malawi, and contribute towards poverty alleviation in 
Malawi. 

Wider Horizons (St. Andrews & St Georges, Edinburgh Presbytery) 
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Global Concerns Trust - 'Tools and Training for Livelihood in Malawi', a project run by The Global 
Concerns Trust and funded by the Scottish Government, provides adults with disabilities living in 
rural areas with vocational training, tools and the support needed to start businesses and 
become financially independent. Our partners MACOHA and KODO run 6 - 12-month vocational 
training courses in carpentry, tailoring and cane furniture making, in Nkhotakota, Salima and 
Ntcheu districts. Trainees also undergo business training, AIDS prevention, gender awareness, 
reproductive health and organic manure production training. Once they graduate, they are 
provided with carpentry/cane furniture tools or a sewing machine, some materials, a solar panel 
and post training support to help them address any issues they might have in the early stages of 
setting up business. The tools and sewing machines given to trainees are donated in the UK and 
refurbished by volunteers in the UK, many of whom have learning disabilities or mental health 
problems. In addition to the vocational training, we have been working with our partners 
MACOHA to run disability mainstream training for MaSP members, to help them design and 
implement their projects to be more inclusive. Over 120 people from 80 organisations in Malawi 
attended the first part of our disability mainstream training. Every organisation set themselves 
targets and we look forward to seeing their progress. 

Church of Scotland - Today, mission outreach is a two-way flow of listening, learning and sharing 
with each other. Members of the Church of Scotland are as much involved with “receiving” as 
they are with “giving” and mutual learning is very much emphasised in all our relationships. 
Today, as in the past, the same three aspects of faith, education and healthcare continue to guide 
our partnership but the elements within them are ever changing to address issues faced in the 
world today. 

Kwenderana Partnership Group 

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh - The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh (RCPE) 
is an independent standard-setting body and professional membership organisation. Our aim is 
to improve and maintain the quality of patient care. We help qualified doctors to pursue their 
careers in specialist internal medicine through medical examinations, education and training. 
We also provide resources and information to support and facilitate professional development 
for physicians throughout their careers. We have over 12,000 Fellows and Members in 91 
countries, covering 56 medical specialties and interests. The College of Medicine (COM) in 
Blantyre has an established undergraduate medical education programme and the only one in 
Malawi. In 2004 a Postgraduate Training Programme was instigated but there is a real need to 
develop and strengthen this training in order to build appropriate skills and capacity in the 
medical workforce. At present the COM has specifically identified a lack of experienced teachers 
and mentors. This is RCPE's area of expertise. 

The Open University 

The Soko Fund - The sole aim of the Soko Fund (SC035554) is to help women in Malawi benefit 
from university education. Thanks to the work of the Soko Fund, Malawi now has many more 
women graduates in education, healthcare, business, agriculture and engineering, amongst 
many other subjects.  

Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world. Education is essential to its economic 
development. Focusing on women increases the long-term impact, since this extends the 
benefits of higher education far beyond the individual, to the wider family and community. We 
believe in the ability of university education to change lives.  
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We work with partners at each step of the journey from school to university and beyond, to 
maximise the chances of success for the girls and women with whom we work.  

Brewgooder - We are Brewgooder - the beer brand and social enterprise on a mission to bring 
one million people clean drinking water. We use 100% of profits from our award-winning craft 
beer to fund water and sanitation projects in developing countries. Since 2016, we've been able 
to fund over 130 different projects throughout rural Malawi, providing consistent safe water to 
over 65,000 people. 

St John Scotland - For the past 30 years, St John Scotland has supported our sister organisation, 
St John Malawi, to improve the lives of children and families in Malawi. There is an urgent need 
for health services in Malawi: for every 1,000 children born, 42 will die before their first birthday, 
compared to only three in Scotland. In Scotland, one of every 5,800 women runs a lifetime risk of 
dying during pregnancy, childbirth or after delivery. In 2018 we were granted funding from the 
Scottish Government to support a new project based around the Lilongwe area. The five-year 
programme will help thousands of people improve their health, and will reach 57,000 people at 
home, including more than 10,000 expectant and new parents. Local St John Malawi volunteers 
make door-to-door visits to households, teaching pregnant women about nutrition and antenatal 
check-ups, and helping them prepare for delivery. In remote villages, where health services are 
unavailable, St John and local health staff run outreach clinics to bring services to some of the 
country’s most vulnerable people. In all, nearly 100,000 people will benefit directly from the 
programme.  

LUV+ (Leprosy at Utale Village PLUS) - LUV+ (Leprosy at Utale Village PLUS) is a small charity 
based in Edinburgh, Scotland which aims to improve the quality of life of people with leprosy 
living in communities in southern Africa. LUV+ raises funds to create sustainable income-
generating projects which can ameliorate the living standards of some of the most neglected and 
vulnerable people in Africa. We were initially founded to assist the residents of Utale leprosy 
village in central Malawi but have recently expanded our work to other similar communities in the 
neighbouring areas of northern and eastern Zambia and southern Tanzania. 

Challenges Catalyst - Challenges Catalyst is the UK element of The Challenges Group 
specialising in collaboration with public and private sector organisations in the UK, designing and 
managing employee exchange schemes on behalf of our clients.  

MF Coffee Project - I work with coffee farmers in Malawi and import and roast coffee here in 
Scotland. I am also a director of Chipopoma Power, a hydroelectricity project in Northern Malawi 
that harnesses Manchewe Falls to provide clean electricity to over 130 households in our area. 

EMMS International - EMMS International is an international healthcare charity with a vision of 
a world in which all people have access to good quality and dignified healthcare. To achieve this 
vision, we work in long-term partnership with implementing partners across Malawi. Our work 
focuses on: addressing Noncommunicable Diseases with a focus on community-based holistic 
palliative care service delivery and strengthening Malawi’s health system to be more sustainable 
through infrastructure development (solarization of health facilities) and supporting vulnerable 
individuals pursue a career in healthcare and improving the infrastructure of the facilities which 
teach them. Our work is funded through institutional donors, Trusts & Foundations and private 
donations. 

Water Witness International - Water Witness is an Edinburgh-based research and advocacy 
organisation working with communities on the front line of the global water crisis. In Malawi, 
focused on accountability and good governance in the water sector, it strengthens civil society 
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advocacy, supports climate resilience and climate justice initiatives across seven districts, 
advances research to improve water security for vulnerable communities, and promotes 
sustainable water use in global supply chains such as tea, sugar, fruit and beverages. UK MPs 
can help strengthen corporate accountability and protect communities and ecosystems by 
supporting measures such as the Business, Human Rights and Environment Act (BHREA) to 
promote responsible business practices throughout international supply chains. 

SIDA (Scotland's International Development Alliance) – Scotland’s International 
Development Alliance (SIDA) is the membership body in Scotland for everyone committed to 
creating a fairer world, free from poverty, injustice and environmental threats. 

University of Edinburgh - The University of Edinburgh has a long and established history as a 
world-leader in teaching and research. We are renowned for the quality of our graduate 
programmes, the broad academic profile of our staff and our extensive facilities. The University 
was founded in 1583 and is one of the world's top universities, consistently ranked in the world 
top 50. Our entrepreneurial and cross-disciplinary culture attracts not only students but also 
staff from 150 countries, which creates a unique Edinburgh experience. We provide a stimulating 
working, learning and teaching environment with access to excellent facilities and attract the 
world's best, from Nobel Prize winning laureates to future explorers, pioneers and inventors. As 
host to more than 32,000 students - over 43% of which are from outside of the UK - the University 
of Edinburgh continues to attract some of the world’s greatest minds and offers a truly 
international experience for staff and students. 

Greenskill Environmental Technology Ltd - Greenskill Environmental Technology Ltd develop 
and deploy appropriate water sanitation solutions. We deploy simple, low costs technologies to 
clean water in streams, rivers and lakes. We utilise discarded plastic to assist water remediation. 

Humanist Society Scotland - Humanist Society Scotland and the Association of Secular 
Humanism (ASH) in Malawi are coming together to collaborate on a new programme to support 
human rights, education and development in Malawi. The partnership aims to provide capacity 
building support to enable ASH in Malawi to grow and develop their work on the ground. 

The Turing Trust - The Turing Trust aims to promote education and training through the use of 
information technology in Malawi. By reusing equipment, we aim to provide training 
opportunities and skills development both in Malawi and the UK whilst reducing waste and 
supporting a more sustainable and environmentally friendly society. 

Haemophilia Scotland - Haemophilia Scotland is a registered charity based in Scotland for 
people who have haemophilia, von Willebrands and other bleeding disorders. We are an 
organisation, for anyone who has these blood-related conditions so we can talk to each other; 
and we provide a united representative voice when speaking with the medical profession, with 
government, with the rest of Scottish society, and when connecting with people, like us 
throughout the world. 

One of our objectives is to work internationally to Close the Gap between developed, and 
developing countries. On a fact-finding trip to Malawi, we helped set up, an Association for 
people with bleeding disorders in Malawi and intend working in partnership with them to set up a 
service for haemophilia and other bleeding disorders.   

The Global Partnerships Committee of the Scottish Episcopal Church - Scottish Episcopal 
Church Provincial Overseas Committee in partnership with people (Anglicans in the main) in 
Africa, Asia and South America to support their work in health, education and development. 
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VSO Scotland - VSOs work in Malawi has matured over the last 47 years, from being a purely 
technical support organisation to a leading development organisation. VSO works with a number 
of partners in Malawi including the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology; the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports; onebillion; the University of Malawi; the University of Nottingham; Mzuzu 
University; and the Malawi Prison Service. 

Boroughmuir High School - We have been working to raise the profile of global citizenship and 
international learning at our school, and believe a partnership with a school in Malawi would be 
a really enriching way to take this to the next level. 

Bruntsfield Primary School - We are a large primary school in the centre of Edinburgh. We have 
roughly 550 pupils aged between 5 and 12. Over this year, as a staff, we have split into teams to 
tackle each part of the requirements for an Eco flag. My team is looking at our global connection 
- and the Scotland Malawi link was a clear and obvious choice. I have been aware of the strong 
connection for a while and my group (P1 to P7s) were very keen to create a partnership. It is for 
education (for both the children here in Edinburgh and in Malawi), friendship, creating a global 
connection and support (mainly friendships, letter writing, support in the festive periods, 
opportunities for curricular activities/sharing lives. 

Craiglockhart Primary School - We are taking Global Citizenship forward at Craiglockhart using 
a whole school approach that is now embedded into our policy and practice. Partnership working 
is an essential part of global citizenship and to work together with Malawi would hopefully provide 
exciting and relevant learning opportunities for the children. 

Balgreen Primary School - Balgreen is a non-denominational primary school which takes boys 
and girls from Primary 1 through to Primary 7. Our catchment draws families from diverse 
demographic backgrounds providing a vibrant and unique ethos of which we are proud. We are 
committed to providing a nurturing, stimulating and inclusive environment where children are 
encouraged to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to approach life and learning with 
confidence. The Head Teacher of the school has had connections with Malawi since 2000, both 
in terms of school partnerships and Scottish Government-funded Leadership projects. 

Tynecastle High School - I am interested in, and have started teaching students about, the UN 
SDGs within the context of science and creating opportunities for whole school IDL-related to 
these goals and sustainability. 

Shapil Ngutwa - I have a background in disaster risk management and am pursuing my master's 
in environment and development. I have the desire to help Malawi be resilient in the face of 
climate change and hope to meet likeminded people through this community. 

Matthew Ko - I was fortunate to recently win a grant of £4,000 within the Our Mind's Scholarship. 
My project, in partial collaboration with Professor Elizabeth Grant, aims to look at pesticide 
companies and their role in pesticide-related suicide and mental health in Malawi. 
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Edinburgh Eastern, Musselburgh and Tranent 

Thomson Chirwa - I am a clinical officer from Malawi interested in Maternal and child health 
activities happening in Malawi. As a clinical officer in Malawi, I work in Maternal and child health, 
focused on Obstetrics and Genecology. I came here to Edinburgh to study a master’s in Global 
health, Sexual reproductive health pathways at Queen Margaret University. I am interested in 
joining looking at the contribution of the SMP to the relationship of Scotland and Malawi. 

Susan Dalgety - I have been working in Malawi since 2005, mostly on governance projects for the 
Active Learning Centre and the Women’s Legal Resources Centre. Our Latest one is a capacity 
building programme for councillors (funded by the Royal Norwegian Embassy). I visit Malawi at 
least twice a year and have many good friends there now, so very happy to share tips on Malawi 
life and culture. 

Geoff Earl 

Claire Foottit 

Maureen Gowans - I am interested in the development of palliative care in Malawi. 

Liz Grant – Liz Grant is an Assistant Principal (Global Health) and Director of the Global Health 
Academy at the University of Edinburgh. Liz holds a chair in Global Health and Development.  She 
is responsible for developing and supporting global health partnerships with colleagues in low- 
and middle-income country (LMIC) communities, and for local and global advocacy translating 
global health research into action. 

Liz is a co-director of the University of Edinburgh’s Global Compassion Initiative developing work 
on the value base of the Sustainable Development Goals, the science of compassion, and the 
contribution that faith communities make to the SDGs.   

Liz has led the development of a suite of global health MSc programmes, MOOCs and 
coordinates the Global Health PhD programme all specifically designed for students from 
resource constrained countries.   She is currently the Co-Director of the Masters of Family 
Medicine and the MSc in Global Health Challenges. 

Nigel Guy - Have visited Malawi regularly since 2005 and have many friends there. 

Charles Howie - Consultant and adviser to Malawi Fruits. Trustee of the SMP. 

 

Kate Campbell MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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Kay Patterson - I lived in Malawi for one year and have contacts with the hospital, orphanage & 
schools in the community. 

Mairi Thomson - I am a midwife working in Edinburgh and a Malawi enthusiast. I recently revisited 
Malawi ten years after I first went on a GAP year there. (Where I first fell in love with the beautiful 
country). I have been involved with a few projects. I arranged donated nursing and medical books 
from colleges at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh to be shipped to the Kamuzu college of Nursing 
in Lilongwe (through a Scottish charity called Books Abroad).  

While in Lilongwe I also got the chance to observe some ongoing projects in maternity through 
SMP contacts at Edinburgh Napier Uni that I met at a SMP health forum! P.S. trying my best to 
promote Malawi as a tourist destination, because let’s face it, who has even been there and didn't 
want to go back? 

Elizabeth Williamson MBE 

Queen Margaret University - Queen Margaret University has long-standing links with Malawi, 
including in the Institute for Global Health and Development and the Centre for Dialogue and 
Engagement, who fundraise for STEKA. The university also has an active Malawi Society. Search 
the SMP membership directory for further information on QMU's links with Malawi. 

CREATIVenergie - We specialise is small scale community renewable energy training, helping to 
equip organisations with the technical skills required to run sustainable energy projects and 
businesses. In particular, we have developed an affordable small scale biogas system and 
training program that has been successfully trialled in rural Kenya, and we would like to build new 
partnerships and set up demonstration plants in Malawi, with a view to wider dissemination so 
that an increased number of people can experience the benefits of biogas. Biogas is a clean 
renewable source of energy made from organic waste. We envisage that could work with 
organisations to build capacity, which could lead to new micro-enterprise opportunities in 
sustainable energy. This could contribute towards easing the current stress on energy resources 
within the country  

Institute for Global Health and Development (QMU) - The Institute for Global Health and 
Development (IGHD) at Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh has had long-standing links with 
students and universities in Malawi in the area of global health. 

We are a multidisciplinary centre for postgraduate education and research addressing 
contemporary health and development challenges in low-and middle-income countries and their 
connection to global systems and trends. 

African Moringa Ltd. - I was born to a Scottish mother and Malawian father and have always had 
links with both UK and Malawi. We are a new startup called African Moringa Ltd. and based in 
Musselburgh, Edinburgh. We are a wholesaler business that partners with Malawian organic 
family farmers. The farms are situated in the warm fertile grounds of Southern Malawi. Our 
primary commodity is 100% certified Organic Moringa powder. 

McConnell International Foundation - Established by Lord Jack McConnell (Scotland’s First 
Minister 2001-07), the Foundation supports innovative local approaches in conflict prevention, 
peace building and development, with a focus on children and young people.   

It has published a good practice guide for international volunteering. (Download here; print 
copies are available on request).  

https://mcconnellinternationalfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MIF-Volunteering-good-practice-guide-2024-.pdf
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Its main programme is Keep Girls in School, which supports 200 girls in rural Malawi to complete 
four years of secondary education, working with school leadership teams, community groups 
and the Foundation’s  in-country partner WOLREC, Malawi’s leading women’s rights 
NGO (Download the 2025 annual report here).   

For more information: mcconnellintfoundation@gmail.com  

www.mconnellinternationalfoundation.org  

STEKA Skills - Our mantra is “umodzi” (unity) and our diverse board of trustees including 
Malawians, Scots and Malawian diaspora unite communities and young people to realise 
Godknows Maseko’s vision of securing positive futures for marginalised Malawians through a 
Centre for Vocational Skills & Community Enterprise. Partners, such as Queen Margaret 
University, develop future sustainability by helping educate young Malawians to lead our projects 
& the university’s expertise in Dialogue is used to build a social enterprise allowing them to 
develop quality employment and earn profits to support the Centre whilst inspiring Scottish 
school pupils to unite with them to “change the world”.  

Chigomezgo Ruth Kamanga - I am currently pursuing a master's in international law at the 
University of Edinburgh in Scotland. A friend who was aware of my academic pursuits based in 
London shared the poster for the SMP online meeting for Malawian Graduates coming to 
Scotland. Given my strong Malawian ties as I am a Malawian national and my postgraduate 
studies being undertaken in Scotland, I am very interested in being part of this vibrant 
community. 

Newcraighall Primary School 

 

 

Edinburgh North Eastern and Leith 

Charlie Bevan - I have had longstanding links with Malawi, from my early childhood living in 
Zomba, to holidays and times volunteering and researching in my early 20s, and then as a 
member of the SMP team from 2011-2017. I have loved the opportunity to have stayed connected 
with the warm heart of Africa throughout my life! 

Cecily Borgstein - I was brought up in Malawi; my parents still live and work there and I have 
recently moved to Edinburgh. 

 

Ben Macpherson MSP 
Scottish National Party  

https://mcconnellinternationalfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Annual-Report-2025-final.pdf
https://mcconnellinternationalfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Annual-Report-2025-final.pdf
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Georgy Davis - I was involved in the Scoping, design and implementation of MREAP as the 
Community Energy Development Programme manager from 2012 to 2015. I now work on a 
voluntary basis for Community Energy Malawi to continue building the community energy sector 
in Malawi 

John Lang - A senior communications professional with extensive experience across a number 
of different sectors, I was born in Lilongwe and retain strong personal links to Malawi. I took time 
out of my career in the UK to work for a Malawi based NGO headed by a personal friend which 
looks at bringing organisations together to find problems to some of the key issues facing Malawi, 
and I am looking to get more involved in supporting the work of the Partnership. 

Stella Mazeri - I am a postdoctoral epidemiologist at the University of Edinburgh working in 
collaboration with Mission Rabies towards rabies control in S. Malawi. 

Charlotte Mitchell - I am involved in health and social research in Scotland and have a deep 
interest in these in Malawi too, fostered in particular by my previous work as a Scotland Malawi 
Partnership Intern. 

Brave Mnyayi 

Lillian Owiti - Previously worked at Corra Foundation managing the Scottish Government IDF 
Small Grants Programme which has Malawi as one of the target countries. Postgraduate 
dissertation based on health systems strengthening in Malawi. 

Kenneth Ross - The Church of Scotland today is the successor body of the Free Church of 
Scotland (which founded the Livingstonia Mission in 1875) and of the Established Church which 
founded the Blantyre Mission in 1876. These missions have grown into the Livingstonia and 
Blantyre Synods. Ken Ross was a formative Chair of the SMP. 

Kevin Schenk - I have a broad interest in Malawi and the neighbouring Southern African 
countries. I intend to visit the region in a few years and am very keen to meet people with 
connections to Malawi and learn as much as I can about the country. I studied Politics at the 
University of Stirling and have since spent most of my time working in the public sector in 
Scotland, formerly with the Improvement Service - the Local Government and Community 
Planning improvement organisation, and currently the Care Inspectorate, who regulate and 
support care and social services. In addition, I also have broader interests including 
development, culture, sport and environment. I completed the 2050 Climate Group's Young 
Leaders Development Programme. I would be keen to meet people from the Malawi and discover 
more about the country and possibly find organisations that offer volunteering/work.  

Derek Young - With George Finlayson, Derek Young helped to organise the Scotland Malawi 
Partnership's conference Malawi After Gleneagles: A Commission for Africa Case-Study in 
November 2005. 

Link Education International - Link Education International strengthens foundational learning 
across Africa, with particular emphasis on the children who are furthest behind, including girls 
and those with disabilities. Working in countries including Malawi, Ethiopia and 
Uganda, we partner with governments, educators, and communities to deliver education that is 
accountable, gender-responsive, and resilient to climate challenges. In Malawi we helped to 
create the National Education Standards, made education accessible for 160,000 children with 
disabilities, and equipped schools to become climate resilient. By strengthening teaching, 
school leadership, and community engagement, Link delivers sustainable, system-wide 
change with locally led solutions that ensure every child can learn and thrive.  
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Earth in Common - Our current focus, with regard to international work, is promoting the 
concept of 'restorative climate justice', which you can read about here: 
https://tinyurl.com/rcjust. We held the purse strings of a 21-school project funded by the 
Scottish Government's Climate Justice Innovation Fund. This project (in the Rumphi District) was 
named after one of our partners (Living Trees of Livingstonia) and was aimed at providing water 
and toilet facilities, at enabling the schools to grow food to provide their pupils with breakfasts, 
and at helping them earn an income from growing some commercial crops too, to help improve 
their facilities, and we hoped to increase school attendance (not least that of girls). Other 
partners were Thrive Scotland (the originator of the project) and the University of Livingstonia. 
Our own input was informed by the principles of food sovereignty. We would also like to build 
links between the schools in this project and schools in Leith, Edinburgh, with which we also 
work, as we seek to promote responsible global citizenship. 

St Andrews Children's Society - We are a voluntary adoption and foster care agency in existence 
for over 90 years. We were interested in helping the people of Malawi care for the many orphaned 
children in the country by helping care givers develop skills in their work with these children. We 
have provided training to groups of these care givers particularly focusing on therapeutic play 
techniques. We hope to collect and send out play materials to be distributed to CBCCs through 
the auspices of The Eye of the Child. We have also done some teaching to social work students 
at the Catholic University of Malawi and are part of a Steering Group that is currently working with 
The Chancellors College of The University of Malawi to assist them to set up an undergraduate 
Social Work course. As part of our links with CFIF (Children and Families International 
Foundation) we have agreed to coordinate, collect and ship social work textbooks from all over 
the UK to send to Chancellors College in Zomba, giving them some teaching materials to use with 
students. 

Lillian Purich - Working on research with SMP. 

Lorne Primary School 

Parsons Green Primary School - To develop a school link and reconnect with the aspects of 
global citizenship/climate change education/social justice as part of learning for sustainability 
within the curriculum. I was previously a Global Teacher with Link Community Development and 
went to Malawi in 2006 with teachers from around Scotland to the Dedza area. I have had a 
previous link with Gwengwere School in the Dedza area which lasted several years. I have visited 
Malawi a further twice in a personal capacity. 

Pilrig Park - Education, Justice, Fair Trade. 

Taobh Na Pairce 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/rcjust
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Edinburgh North Western 

Tom Beddis - I am a junior doctor currently working in Southeast Scotland. I am currently 
planning to spend a year working in Lilongwe. My partner spent three months in 2019 working for 
Lilongwe Wildlife Trust as a vet and when she was offered the opportunity to return for a year we 
thought it would be a good opportunity for us both to go out to work. I have been arranging things 
mostly through a consultant physician who is currently working in Lilongwe but trained in 
Edinburgh. 

Marie Brown - I have recently graduated with a PgC in International Development and already 
hold a BA in Community Health Studies and a PgCE. I am a registered nurse for people with 
learning disabilities and over the 25 years of my nursing career have always been interested in 
equality, social justice and increasingly more climate change and its link with health. I spent six 
months in Southern Africa in 2012 and was heavily involved in conservation and research work 
then. I am planning to undertake a conservation internship in Malawi in May and I am due 
complete a MSc programme this year and am interested in linking my research studies and final 
dissertation with Malawi and the SDGs. 

Carol Finlay - I have been part of SMP since inception and a member through World Mission at 
Church of Scotland. Now retired, I have joined the SMP as an individual member. 

Alice Gwedeza 

Blessings Kachale - I am a PhD student at Queen Margaret University studying International 
Health and Development with particular focus on elderly carers of orphans and vulnerable 
children in Malawi. I am a Trustee of the SMP. 

Blessious Phiri - I want to be part of the wider Scotland Malawi Partnership as a Malawian who 
is based in Scotland. I am eager to be a patriotic member who can be involved in any little support 
that I can to help the Malawi community in different sectors that the SMP is engaged with. 

Kathryn Sutherland - I am a retired general practitioner from Edinburgh who, during her first year 
of retirement, travelled as a health care volunteer to Mwaya Beach in the Nkhata Bay district of 
Malawi. I volunteered with RIPPLE Africa (a corporate member of SMP) for 3 months during which 
time I was closely involved with the local community around Mwaya Beach, Kachere and 
Chintheche. I became especially involved in the under-5 clinics weighing and immunisations - 
and antenatal care at Kachere clinic. I also spent time assisting, and learning from, our local 
medical assistant at Mwaya Dispensary, a local clinic built by the charity but run fully by the 
Malawian health authorities.  

 

Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
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I developed links with the small hospital at Chintheche and attended ward rounds there weekly, 
and in time became an informal member of the team (the only doctor!). Along with other 
healthcare volunteers, I ran a health club for young people and helped to set up a women's group 
allowing local women an opportunity to discuss health and gender issues. More importantly, in 
my view however, I got to know many local people and their families on a personal level and 
began to understand the enormous difficulties that they encounter every day fighting poverty, 
sickness and bereavement and yet they remained warm and welcoming to outsiders. I hope to 
return to Mwaya Beach in 2015 for a further period of volunteering. 

RSPB Scotland - RSPB Scotland is part of the RSPB, which works across the UK for the 
conservation of birds and wildlife, and for the sustainable management of our economy. We are 
the UK partner of Birdlife International, a global partnership. The Malawian partner of Birdlife 
International is the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi (www.wildlifemalawi.org). In 
2013, as part of the Livingstone bicentenary, the two organisations, co-operated (with support 
from the Scottish Government and the Scotland Malawi Foundation) to produce a special, 
limited-edition pin-badge featuring a Livingstone’s Turaco, a bird of sub-tropical forests in 
Malawi, named for David’s brother Charles. Funds raised from the sale of these badges will be 
donated to WESM to support biodiversity-related studies by students at the University of Malawi. 
See http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/scotland/archive/2013/09/12/limited-
edition-pin-badge-to-celebrate-livingstone-39-s-bicentenary.aspx for full details. 

St. George's School for Girls - School interested in providing students with a better 
understanding of Global Citizenship and Diversity issues. Interested in finding out more about 
Malawi's history, population, education, and culture. 

Stewart Melville Junior - Developing a link between our two Primary School communities, 
sharing our experiences and our cultures and deepening our understanding and awareness of 
Global Citizenship issues. 

Erskine Stewart Melville School  

Carricknowe Primary School 

Corstorphine Primary School 

East Craigs Primary School - global citizenship links 

Ratho Primary School - We are a Scottish Primary School with a role of 190 children, who are 
very keen to build our global links and as one of our staff members has recently returned from 
Malawi the Scotland/ Malawi partnership seems like the ideal opportunity to develop this area. 
The project itself gives a wide variety of opportunities, which suit all learning styles, for the 
children and staff to engage. 

Fox Covert Primary School 

Forrester High School 

Nourishing Minds - Our mission at Nourishing Minds is to provide all primary school children in 
the Ekwendeni area of Malawi with a cup of porridge each school day with the additional concept 
of empowering the unemployed youth within this community-based project and to create a 
sustainable project, involving the local communities, by establishing school gardens to grow 
maize and soya for the locally made porridge. 

 

https://www.wildlifemalawi.org/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/scotland/archive/2013/09/12/limited-edition-pin-badge-to-celebrate-livingstone-39-s-bicentenary.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/scotland/archive/2013/09/12/limited-edition-pin-badge-to-celebrate-livingstone-39-s-bicentenary.aspx
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Edinburgh Northern 

John Burton - My wife is a teacher at a primary school with a link to a school in Malawi. 

David Christopher Clarke - I am keenly interested in the history of Malawi. As the school 
historian and History teacher at Stewart's Melville College in the city, I recently discovered that 
N'timawanzako Nacho and Mungo Murray Chisuse of the Blantyre Mission studied at my school 
in 1885-6, some of the first Malawians to visit Scotland. I am slowly writing a book about their 
experiences and lives, as well as those from Edinburgh who lived in Blantyre and the Malawians 
they worked next to. If possible, I want to develop and increase the access Malawian scholars 
can have to documents and sources relating to their history - it is frustratingly difficult to get 
access to many documents stored in Scotland and it annoys me greatly that historians are thus 
prevented from uncovering the facts for themselves as a result of this barrier. I have derived great 
satisfaction thus far in sending on my research and accessing materials for them and I would like 
to continue. The time is certainly coming in my own research when I would benefit from their 
greater insight and knowledge too. I am also keen to give Malawian history wider reach in 
Edinburgh / Scottish schools. 

Ishbel Coy - Visits with the Scottish Bible Society in support of the Bible Society of Malawi. 
Involvement in a church-based project to help set up businesses by giving grants. Involvement 
with projects to help villagers in Madziabango and Mombo near Blantyre. 

Ian Davey - I am hoping to work with the Billy Riordan Memorial clinic next year. 

Jillian Davey - Next year will work as volunteer (admin in medical clinic & English for adults & 
children) in Cape Maclear. 

Moira Dunworth – Moira is a founder member of the Mamie Martin Fund, which supports girls' 
secondary education in North Malawi. Through this voluntary work she met many Malawian 
people who are now firm friends. She visited Malawi annually for several years on behalf of the 
MMF Board and worked there with its Malawian partners, the Education Department of the Synod 
of Livingstonia, CCAP, Mchengautuba Community Day Secondary School and the Diocese of 
Karonga. It is always a pleasure to spend a few holiday days by the lake after a busy time of work 
up north. 

Education is important and girls' education even more so in a culture where it is usually sidelined 
in terms of priority for family resources or cultural pressures. By enabling young women to be 
educated, we can change their future and that of their families, even the future of their Nation. 

 

Sanne Dijkstra-Downie MSP 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
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Fiona Fraser - In brief:  My late husband was Peter Fraser (Lord Fraser of Carmyllie).  His 
grandfather was the Rt Rev Dr Donald Fraser (1870-1933) who spent most of his life working in 
Malawi with his wife Dr Agnes Fraser - Livingstonia Mission and founded Loudon Mission Station.  

Raymond French - Interested in fundraising to support Play Football Malawi academy in 
Lilongwe. I also work in clinical research governance for the University of Edinburgh, where I help 
to oversee clinical research work in the UK and abroad, including Malawi. 

Stuart Galloway – I lead Scottish Government renewables and UKRI/EU research projects in 
Malawi. I am the Chair of the SMP Renewable Energy Forum.  

Hannah Gibson - I am a Scot who has worked in Malawi with an international health organisation. 
I would like to stay connected with the Scotland Malawi Partnership. 

Ian William Gibson – Previously on the SMP Board. Enjoyed discovering Malawi and its special 
bond with Scotland. In particular, using my experience in commerce: sales, and man-
management. In areas such as mentoring / personal development/team working/ setting and 
delivering objectives. 

Andrew Goudie - is Special Adviser to the Principal and Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Strathclyde. He is also a Visiting Professor at the University. Andrew’s career has included a wide 
range of roles in national and international public service including Research Officer, University 
of Cambridge; Senior Economist at the World Bank, Washington; Principal Economist at the 
OECD Development Centre, Paris; Chief Economist at the Department for International 
Development, UK and most recently, Chief Economic Adviser and Director-General Economy in 
the Scottish Government. 

Andrew Heald - I am a professional forester currently working mainly in the UK, but I also work 
with WWF’s New Generation Plantations Project and we are currently developing a project in 
Uganda. I would be interested in sharing my knowledge and in exploring similar opportunities in 
Malawi https://newgenerationplantations.org/en/studytours/13 

Grace O'Donovan - Former SMP staff member 

Heather Sutherland - I supported Malawi when I worked at Edinburgh College and visited 
Lilongwe in 2010 as part of an FE delegation to give training to teachers. We raised the profile of 
Malawi in the college and have a partnership with Soche Technical College in Blantyre. We 
fundraised to build them a library and donated money to support students in Blantyre. The project 
was halted due to the political situation there but there are still plans to take the project forward 
now that things have changed. I support MUMs (Malawi Underprivileged Mothers) and when I was 
in Malawi in 2010 visited the new maternity hospital in Lilongwe, and two of the local feeding 
stations MUMs supports along with the Community Midwife. I still actively support MUMs in 
Scotland and am on the fund-raising committee. 

Richard Waller - I helped set up St John Scotland's support of St John Malawi's Primary Health 
Care and other projects and would welcome opportunities that help and maintain contact with 
Malawi in other ways. 

Jane Wheelaghan - I did work in Blantyre as a Teacher in an international school. I am involved 
with a small charity called Joshua Orphan and Community Care. Joshua sets up feeding centres 
in association with Mary's Meals and FROM in Aberdeenshire and has also built a rural maternity 
clinic, installed several bore holes, built a maize mill and is becoming more involved with water 
projects e.g. water harvesting for irrigation.  

https://newgenerationplantations.org/en/studytours/13
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Joshua also built three primary and a secondary school and organises sponsorship of students' 
school fees. I was involved with running of the secondary school. This entailed supporting the 
Headteacher with the school and doing some English teaching. I was also involved in setting up 
a small bakery project. The charity is England-based but I was a resident of Scotland. 

African Lakes Philanthropy - The two main objectives of The Scottish Malawi Foundation are: 
(a) To promote the development of endowment-led Community Foundations in Malawi (b) To 
provide an efficient and economic conduit for the Scottish community to support community led 
projects. 

Community Renewal - Climate justice and general environmental issues will be some of the key 
features of our Youth Work. We work in areas of multiple deprivation and are keen to support 
young people to be engaged and active in their local communities and share and learn with other 
young people and areas globally. 

Opportunity International - We empower people in developing countries with microfinance - 
small loans, savings, micro insurance - and training so that they can unlock their own potential 
and better provide for themselves and their families. A recognised, effective solution to global 
poverty, microfinance and business training empowers poor people to work their own way out of 
poverty. Our approach promotes dignity and self-sufficiency, not dependence on hand outs. 
Opportunity is serving over 1.8 million clients around the world. 85 of our clients are women. 
Because loans to our poor clients have to be repaid, and the repayment rate is 98, a donation to 
Opportunity International is used time and time again. Furthermore, we can multiply money 
donated. Our overseas regulated microfinance banks can convert donations into an equity stake. 
By accessing capital markets and mobilising savings locally, money invested in these operations 
is leveraged. We measure and monitor our impact on clients, such as increases in household 
assets and children's school attendance, improved health and women’s empowerment. In short, 
we apply a business mentality to our social, not-for-profit mission. For the same reason, we pride 
ourselves on being transparent and accountable. With our approach, Opportunity’s global 
microfinance operations become sustainable. This ensures ongoing growth and creates self-
sufficiency. 

Broughton High School 

Stockbridge Primary School 

Flora Stevenson Primary School - We are currently developing our Global Citizenship work and 
are interested in developing a partnership with another Edinburgh Primary School and their 
Partner School in Malawi 

Trinity Primary School 
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Edinburgh South Western 

David Dorward - I am a pathologist who worked in Blantyre from April 2020 for a couple of 
years. 

Thomas Eric - Member of the Malawian Diaspora. 

Veronica Evans - I have been to Malawi three times with the Watson's Malawi Partnership. 

Jane Forster - I am a member of the Balerno Fair Trade Group. 

Fortunate Kambuku - Am a Malawian based in Scotland, my interest in this partnership is to 
learn from a diverse of people on how to solve social and health issues. 

Kathleen McLaughlin - In 1988 as a newlywed 23-year-old I emigrated from Glasgow and set up 
married life with my then husband on Chisunga Tea Plantation in Thyolo. I was delighted to be 
offered a lecturer post at Chancellor College - however the impossibility of commuting between 
Thyolo and Zomba made this impractical. I did some teaching at the Polytechnic in Blantyre and 
consultancy work and started a family. My time in Malawi came to an abrupt end in May 1992 
during political upheaval - and I returned with my sons to Glasgow. My now grown-up sons have 
no recollection of their early childhood in Malawi - or the many lovely Malawian people that 
looked after us. Their early childhood was so different from anything they could imagine, and I 
am trying to capture some of this by writing a family memoir about this period. I have a title for 
this memoir - 'Lost in Plantation' and good deal of creative content to work with. It makes me 
want to connect once more with the people of Malawi to help inspire my writing. 

Alastair Murray - I have visited and briefly worked in Mzuzu Central Hospital and LION as an 
orthopaedic surgeon. During my visit I met Alan Laverock and became interested in the work of 
the SMP. I would like to continue my link with Malawi orthopaedic surgery and hope to go back to 
do some further work at some point. I would also like to try and help send surplus supplies from 
NHS Scotland as appropriate.  

Edinburgh Holy Trinity CofS 

Edinburgh College - Edinburgh College has been formed as a result of the merger between 
Edinburgh’s Telford College, Jewel & Esk College and Stevenson College Edinburgh. We have four 
main campuses: Granton (formerly Edinburgh’s Telford College), Milton Road and Midlothian 
(both formerly Jewel and Esk College) and Sighthill (formerly Stevenson College Edinburgh).  

  

Simita Kumar MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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In the past Stevenson College, now part of Edinburgh College, has aimed to work with SMP to 
develop international education and global citizenship within the college and the wider 
community whilst offering students and staff a practical dimension to their study of global 
issues. 

The Scotland Malawi Mental Health Education Project (SMMHEP) - Over our nearly 20 years 
we have grown from supporting the education of medical students in mental health to training 
the first ever Malawian trained Consultant Psychiatrists - and these highly skilled doctors now 
run the delivery of mental health care and education.  We work very closely with them to develop 
the services they know are required and deliver new initiatives.  As a small volunteer group - 
currently 12 Trustees - we are very proud of what we have achieved in improving the delivery of 
mental health care in Malawi – knowing there is still much more we can achieve. 

Edinburgh Fairtrade City Steering Group - Our Group is involved in the promotion of fair trade 
in Edinburgh and beyond, including the promotion of Malawian fair trade products. 

Nansato Nursery Trust - Nansato Nursery Trust built and now helps to operate four nurseries in 
southern Malawi. Run by a team of 13 Malawian staff, the nurseries provide care, education and 
food for 300 pre-school children each year. The pupils play games, sing, dance, listen to stories, 
eat porridge, learn and laugh lots. 

Currie Primary School - It would be wonderful for our school to create a link and build up a 
relationship with a school in Malawi. 

Bonaly Primary School - We are very interested in establishing a partnership with a school in 
Malawi.  As a school, we are embedding the Social Development Goals.  Additionally, we are 
currently a Bronze Rights Respecting School and hope to achieve the silver award this term. 

Dean Park Primary School 

Juniper Green Primary School 

 

Edinburgh Southern 

Jim Aitken - Seek to encourage and support young people near Livingstonia. Houses built and 
land for maize gardens provided. Funding for 2 university students. 

 

Daniel Johnson MSP 
Scottish Labour  
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Julie Ray Baxter - As missionaries of the Church of Scotland and subsequently a minister 
(Richard) and a member (Ray) of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, Richard and Ray 
Baxter lived and worked in Nyasaland/Malawi for 15 years. 

Anna Boni - I have worked in Malawi since 2012, as part of Education Scotland, and then more 
recently 2019-2025 with the World Bank. I have worked closely with the government of Malawi on 
inclusion, school inspection, school leadership and the curriculum in my time with Education 
Scotland and the World Bank.  I believe strongly in the improved life chances that a good 
education can bring to the children and young people of Malawi. I have met motivational 
teachers, strong school leaders and effective policy makers making a difference in a challenging 
context. I would very much value being part of such an important community of practice and 
learning more about the current work underway in Malawi." 

Nancy Elsie Chawawa - I am a research student pursuing a PhD in atmospheric and 
environmental sciences at the University of Edinburgh. My research is on community 
vulnerability to climate change and possible mitigation and adaptation measures in Malawi. 

Alison Connelly - I have an interest in and am currently supporting various humanitarian and 
environmental charities in Malawi. 

Stephen Connelly - Involved with a charity working with organisations in Malawi 

Frances Creasy - I am due to start as an honorary clinical lecturer in Blantyre with SMMHEP in 
August and am hoping to learn some Chichewa before I go as well as learn more about Malawi as 
a country. 

Tim Eden, University of Manchester/World Child Cancer - I was the founding medical trustee 
of World Child Cancer which links hospitals in high income countries with those in Low -middle 
ones to improve the care and survival of children with cancer. Our first project was to link 
hospitals in the UK and the Netherlands with Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Blantyre Malawi in 2009 
and we are still working to expand what we are doing. In addition, my wife and I are longstanding 
donors since 1970 to SOS villages worldwide and that includes two villages in Malawi. 

Katy Everett, George Watson’s College - Annual trip to Malawi with links to schools around the 
country. Works with Watson's Malawi Partnership. My role is specifically looking at school 
partnerships as well as pupil involvement. 

Marcus Kneen - A trustee of the Zambia Malawi Community Partnership. 
Supporting an outsourcing company in Blantyre bringing western quality internet-based 
employment to rural Malawi." 

John Knox 

David Alex Njaidi - I am interested in capacity building of inclusive and special education 
regarding children with disabilities in Malawi. Currently studying at the University of Edinburgh in 
inclusive and special education. Interested to do research in Malawi in this area through a project 
as a masters/PhD. 

Fanny Njaidi - I am interested in capacity building of inclusive and special education regarding 
children with disabilities in Malawi. 

Rachel Phillips - Born and brought up in Lilongwe until the age of 11 when I moved to Northern 
Ireland before coming to university in Edinburgh, I have always had a passion for Malawi.  
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As a teenager and young adult, I travelled back several times - both independently and with 
groups. It is hard to put into words what the country means to me and my family. My father worked 
as a paediatrician there for 22 years and continues to co-edit the Malawi Handbook for 
Paediatrics and my mother, a nurse, lived there for 16 years. I am still actively learning chichewa 
and have some way to go! I now work as a GP (family doctor) in Edinburgh and continue to 
connect with Malawi. I am a Trustee of the SMP. I have particular interests in medical education, 
education of girls, writing and editing. 

Victoria Pinion - I work for LTS International, which has its headquarters in Penicuik but also has 
a subsidiary office in Lilongwe (LTSM Chitukuko). LTS has a longstanding history of work in 
environment and sustainable development in Malawi. I currently work on a biodiversity project 
which is focused on forest reserves and other areas of natural habitat in the Southern Region, as 
part of the Shire River Basin Management Program. I have a strong personal interest in Malawi 
and lived in Zomba for 7 months across 3 trips between 2014-16, and hope to get the opportunity 
to travel back there again soon! 

Sally Rae – SMP Board member, involved with the Watson’s Malawi Partnership. 

Alexander Reid - I worked as a doctor in Northern Malawi for 6 years and then for the next 15 
years was responsible for medical care of Church of Scotland missionaries.  I remain a member 
of the Livingstonia/Blantyre fellowship.  I am now retired but support my wife in her writing about 
Malawi and the Mamie Martin Fund. 

Isobel Reid - "In the period 1978-1983, Isobel Reid and her family served at the CCAP hospital, 
Ekwendeni, and thereafter at St. John’s Hospital, Mzuzu. I lived in Northern Malawi for 6 years 
and educated my 2 children at home before setting up a Primary School.  My husband was Doctor 
in Charge of St John's Hospital in Mzuzu.  On return to Edinburgh my husband provided medical 
care to Church of Scotland Missionaries for the next 15 years and we remain ongoing members 
of the Livingstonia/Blantyre fellowship. I have just written a book on Malawi female missionaries 
of the early years in Livingstonia Synod.  The book is recently published in Mzuzu.  I actively 
support the Mamie Martin Fund and the proceeds of my book will go to this charity." 

Ehsan Latif Sheikh - Interested in tobacco agriculture and doing research on alternate 
livelihoods for tobacco farmers. 

Hannah Shenton - I first visited Malawi in 2013 after gaining an interest through Lockerbie 
Academy's partnership. I visited in 2018 with Orbis Expeditions on a women's challenge 
expedition. The following year I returned again with a group of 20 women to build a STEM 
classroom, as well as organising workshops and providing first aid, as I am a nurse. 

Hilary Watkinson - Spent 11 months at Embangweni Mission Hospital as a medical volunteer in 
1996. 

500 miles - "500 miles helps people in Malawi who have impaired mobility or restricted body 
function as a result of amputation, congenital deformity, illness or accident by supplying and 
subsidising the supply of prostheses (artificial limbs) and orthoses (braces) for all-comers, but 
especially the poor. 

The main focus of 500 miles' work is supporting the development and delivery of sustainable 
prosthetic and orthotic services in Malawi and Zambia so that these services will last to assist 
future generations, as well as the people we help today. 
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We establish and support the centres which manufacture, prescribe and fit prosthetic and 
orthotic devices and, critically, sponsor the training of local people to international standards to 
work in them." 

Scotland's Rural College (SRUC) - SRUC is an innovative, knowledge-based organisation 
supporting the development of land-based communities and industries. 

The Friends of Blantyre WESM (Wildlife & Environmental Society of Malawi) - To support the 
work of the Blantyre Branch of WESM (the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi), by 
raising funds and publicising its work through regular newsletters. WESM was founded in 
Blantyre in 1947 as a not-for-profit organisation to conserve and protect the wildlife and 
environment of Malawi. Blantyre Branch leads WESM's activities in seven districts covering the 
southern third of the country. We have one employee, our clubs’ co-ordinator, and a committee 
of active volunteers.  

The main activities are 

• supporting Malawi National Parks, by providing ranger accommodation and visitor 
centres paying rangers a snare bounty as an incentive to reduce poaching 

• supporting over 400 school and community wildlife clubs (representing over 25,000 
people mostly young people at school).  

• giving talks to wildlife clubs and offering them practical support and sometimes 
seeds/tools, not money.  

• helping to organise educational visits to parks and protected areas.  
• supporting the start and running of tree nurseries 
• Training club leaders in different environmental issues including permaculture, waste 

management, tree nursery establishment, sustainable land management and how to run 
a wildlife club, with fun and educational environmental activities. 

South Morningside Primary School 

George Watson’s College - The Watson's Malawi Partnership builds on the close relationship 
that George Watson's College (GWC) shares with Malawi, enabling us to support and learn from 
each other on a sustainable basis. It is a fund-raising initiative managed by GWC, part of the 
Edinburgh Merchant Company Education Board, a charity registered in Scotland under charity 
reference number SC009747. 

Gracemount High School 
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Midlothian North 

Alison Stevens - I have recently become the Treasurer of Kondanani UK. 

The Turing Trust - The Turing Trust gives new life to computers donated in the UK, using 
technology to empower disadvantaged communities in sub-Saharan Africa. 

GALVmed - Millions of people rely on livestock to pay for food, education and healthcare. The 
loss of animals through disease devastates the lives of individuals, families and communities 
around the world. A not-for-profit public private partnership, GALVmed is making livestock 
vaccines, medicines and diagnostics available, affordable and accessible to livestock keepers 
living in poverty. Everything GALVmed achieves is done with and through partners. In Malawi, 
GALVmed is working to help empower the African Union Centre for Ticks and Tick--borne 
Diseases (AU-CTTBD) in Lilongwe to produce a vaccine against East Coast fever, a disease which 
kills over 1.1million cattle every year in sub-Saharan Africa. www.galvmed.org Registered Charity 
in Scotland: SC039197 Registered Charity in England and Wales: 1115606, Registered Name: 
Global Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicines. Registered in England and Wales No. 
5393391, limited by guarantee Registered Office: Maclay Murray & Spens, One London Wall, 
London EC2Y 5AB, UK 

Global Academy of Agriculture and Food Security - Improving the effectiveness and 
sustainability of agri-food systems is vital to tackling the challenges of global population growth, 
rapid urbanisation, food and environmental security, and diet and health. These challenges 
occur in low-and middle-income countries, as well as industrialised nations. The University of 
Edinburgh and its partners already make significant contributions to tackling these issues at 
national and global levels. Tackling these global challenges requires a global step-change in the 
scale and impact of education, research, and translation. The University has invested around 
£35million in the Global Academy of Agriculture and Food Security. These funds have enhanced 
our provision of targeted education, training, research, innovation and consulting, to contribute 
to global food and environmental security, sustainable rural development, and animal and 
human wellbeing. Our interest in Malawi will remain long term with any aspect of agriculture, but 
in the first instance it focused on the creation of a GCRF research Hub bid based around Malawi's 
agricultural and human health needs. 

Tynewater Primary School 

Newtongrange Primary School 
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Newbattle High School - We are a Rights Respecting School and we do a lot of work around 
Learning for Sustainability, therefore we would like some to develop links and relationship with 
yourselves that focus on education, culture, environment, youth and UN Global Goals. 

Stobhill PS - I have been working closely with Ian Mitchell, as part of the Climate Smarter project 
in Scottish schools. Ian has inspired me to become involved in the Scotland Malawi Partnership. 
I have always been really eager to motivate my pupils and colleagues to participate in global 
education and I am especially passionate about creating worldwide partnerships with and for my 
pupils. I am really keen to develop our provision of Learning for Sustainability education and 
focusing on what we can do to achieve our climate goals worldwide. Equally important - I am 
really excited to help my pupils appreciate different cultures around the world. We have a 
partnership in Nepal too - so it is amazing we now have two continents to learn with. 

St David's Primary School - St David’s is a small primary school of 170 children, situated in the 
town of Dalkeith, just outside Edinburgh. Our dreams are for the children in our school to achieve 
their potential and for our school to help provide the foundation for a successful and happy life 
journey. We are interested in building a long-term sustainable partnership with a Primary School 
in Malawi so that we can enhance each other's curriculum and learning experiences. Our aim is 
to work and learn together around agreed themes that will be both beneficial to the school in 
Malawi and our own school. We would be interested in reciprocal visits to learn more about each 
other's community. We want our children to become confident, responsible, effective and 
successful Global Citizens, 
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Clackmannanshire and Dunblane  
 

Kevin Brosnan - I am a programme director at the University of Stirling with responsibility for the 
'Teaching Qualification Further Education' course.  I am exploring international links to help 
develop and enhance the course.  I am particularly interested in how technical and vocational 
education can contribute to economic development and in meeting the UN's SDGs 

Dr Sharon Brown - I currently work for Education Scotland and previously as a Senior 
Educational Psychologist. My interests are broad and I have a wide range of skills and expertise 
in the educational factors impacting on the educational outcomes of children across Scotland, 
including the implementation of various approaches to successfully improve outcomes. 
However, I am increasingly interested in international educational systems and the outcomes of 
children and young people and how I can help make a difference. Malawi has had a long-standing 
partnership with Scotland, and I have learned a lot from colleagues over the years and also about 
the commitment and passion of the individual members. That is very clear from the website as 
well. I have learned of strong links with Malawi within my current place of employment, Education 
Scotland, and would like to explore how I can actively support the educational system including 
practitioners, and of course the educational outcomes and health and wellbeing of the children 
and young people of Malawi. I am a Trustee of the Scotland Malawi Partnership. 

Sydney Byrns - I am currently a PhD student at the University of Stirling. My research aims to 
better understand and elucidate key breakdowns in the water sector governance system in 
Malawi using participatory methods. Over the last decade, I have worked with various 
organisations on water governance in Malawi, including Engineers Without Borders Canada as 
well as the Water and Environmental Sanitation Network of Malawi. During this time, I founded 
the social venture WASH Catalysts to engage in sector advocacy, strengthening local 
government capacity, and consulting for non-governmental organisations to improve 
institutional sustainability of WASH projects. In my own time, I also support several Malawian 
students in their pursuit of higher education, and I would like to expand this effort into a 
formalised programme in Malawi. 

Anne Dawson - Anne Dawson taught from December 1976 to December 1999 in northern Malawi 
in schools governed by CCAP Synod of Livingstonia at Livingstonia, Embangweni and Ekwendeni.  

Edward Duncan - I lead a Medical Research Council and Arts and Humanities Research Council 
Global Challenge Malawi Research Partnership to reduce road traffic related trauma.  
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We are working closely with colleagues in Malawi, with national organisations such as the Road 
Traffic Authority, the Traffic Police and Fire Service, and with local communities in Bangwe East 
and Domasi. I am a Trustee of the Scotland Malawi Partnership. 

Daniel Gunn - have a cousin who has lived in Malawi for nearly 50 years - she married a Malawian 
who I think was honoured by the partnership after his recent death.  

Ann Hale - Dunblane High School has set up a partnership with Chambe Secondary School. We 
are part of the Dunblane Likhubula Partnership which is a member of the Scotland Malawi 
Partnership. Chambe Secondary School is in the district of Mulanje and serves the Likhubula 
villages. 

Fiona McNicol - Treasurer of the Beath Malawi Partnership, supporting partner primary schools 
and secondary scholarship students, with a strong interest in Malawi’s communities and wildlife. 

Richard Simpson - Health and government 

Ken Thomson - I have visited Malawi twice and am always interested in hearing about projects 
going on in the country. On my last visit I met with the founders of Reach out for Life Malawi. I also 
visited and support Ripple Africa and their work in Malawi. 

Dunblane Likhubula Partnership (Dunblane Cathedral, Stirling Presbytery) - To promote the 
benefit of the inhabitants and primarily those of the communities of Dunblane, Scotland and 
Likhubula, Malawi. To advance the education of the inhabitants and cultivate, create and develop 
a community relationship between the two communities. To initiate and fund schemes of an 
infrastructural or sustainable development nature for the community aimed at relieving poverty 
and deprivation and / or improving the education, health and wellbeing of the inhabitants of 
Malawi. We have been operational since 2005 and achieved charitable status. We aim to visit the 
community in Likhubula, Mulanje, Malawi every two years and have had one exchange trip 
bringing three Malawians to Scotland for three weeks. We have implemented and full funded a 
gravity fed water supply with 5 taps for Nansato Primary school, funded a sustainable goat rearing 
project using local management expertise for training and education. We also fully finance 
bursary students through secondary education and add 5 new bursars annually. A number of 
these Bursars have recently moved on to tertiary education. Our partnership is varied in its focus 
and interests but is just that - a partnership. 

Stirling Centre for Strategic Learning and Innovation - At the Stirling Centre for Strategic 
Learning and Innovation, we are committed to advancing global solidarity, mutual learning, and 
sustainable impact; values that align closely with the Scotland Malawi Partnership's mission to 
foster just, equitable, people-to-people links between Scotland and Malawi. Becoming a 
member would allow us to contribute our expertise in education, capacity-building and 
transformational learning to a diverse civic network, deepen cross-cultural collaboration and 
support meaningful partnership projects that benefit communities in both countries. 

Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Stirling - Linking schools in Scotland to schools in 
Malawi through our research projects. Currently the work is based on the rights-based 
participation of pupils in schools in addressing environmental changes in roads and behaviour 
change for road safety near and around schools. 

Stirling University 
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Heather Price - My research focuses on environmental pollution and human health in the UK and 
internationally and combines methods and approaches from geography, public health and social 
science. My work involves research users (especially the public) at multiple stages of the process 
including research co-design, users making measurements (citizen science) and evaluating the 
usefulness of the research. My current work focuses on air and water pollution in urban 
settlements in the Global South. I have undertaken research in Blantyre, Malawi investigating 
water access and water quality in informal settlements. 

Dunblane Likhubula Partnership (Dunblane Cathedral, Stirling Presbytery) 

Jessica Hanson - I was working and living in Malawi at a children's home called STEKA from 
January to August and I genuinely had the best time of my life. STEKA is a home to over 100 
children and I spent my time there working in the nursery every morning with kids from STEKA and 
the local community, and then in the afternoon I would help kids with schoolwork and 
assignments or playing bawo before attending prayers with them in the evening. Godknows who 
is the father of STEKA house opened my eyes to many of the social and economic issues in Malawi 
and I saw firsthand how it is affecting everyone there. I met some of the most incredible people 
in Malawi who taught me so much about life and myself that I didn't know was possible and since 
coming home I truly feel like part of me is missing and is back in Malawi so I would love to find 
ways to remain connected to Malawi while back in Scotland. 

Clinton Nkolokosa - To be part of a vibrant network that is driving and promoting positive change 
both locally and in my home country Malawi. 

Alloa Academy - We are currently further developing the principles of Learning for Sustainability 
throughout our school, using the Global Goals as a context for cross-curricular learning. 

Dunblane High School 

Newton Primary School 

St Mary Episcopal Primary School 

Sunnyside Primary School - Our children are hoping to forge long lasting links with a school in 
Malawi, exchanging information and becoming better global citizens. We are hoping to complete 
case studies on a variety of topics as well as engage in charitable enterprise using this link. 
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Cowdenbeath  

Nan Arnott - Support for selected schools in the North of Malawi to make them fit for purpose 
and to improve the quality of teaching and learning. This is done by fundraising to improve the 
school buildings 

Robin Arnott - Formerly Chief Executive of EMMS International (a full member of SMP). I have an 
interest in health, education and community development in Engcongolweni, a rural area about 
five miles north of Ekwendeni. My Church (Dalgety Parish Church of Scotland) is twinned with 
Engcongolweni CCAP and I convene its Engcongolweni Support Group. I am also secretary of the 
Dalgety Bay Friends of Engcongolweni. The Friends and the Church completed a six-year piped 
water project, serving more than 7,500 people, in July 2014. The Friends built a community pig 
farm in early 2017. The first piglets were born in June 2018. Profits from the pig farm are 
supporting vulnerable children in the area. A second pig farm was begun late 2018. 

David Reimer - Our primary interest is food security. 

Mark Wong - I am a director of Ecolodgy in Malawi, a social enterprise based in Blantyre. 
Ecolodgy supports a variety of in-house and outreach training programmes and events for the 
community related to Organic Farming; Climate Smart Agriculture; Permaculture and 
Agroforestry; and Sustainable Construction Materials & Methods. 

Dalgety Parish Church (Dunfermline Presbytery) - Dalgety Parish Church is a parish church 
within the Church of Scotland, Presbytery of Dunfermline. It serves a population area of between 
12,000-14,000. It has a membership or around 650. Its vision is "to be a church at the heart of the 
community.” 

St Patrick's Primary School - The Eco committee in the school are eager to create and foster a 
link with a school in Malawi. 

Denend Primary School - Some years ago we were building links with a school in Dedza. I visited 
the school, briefly, on my own initiative late in 2006. We have been rekindling Malawi links 
through Ian Mitchell of the SMP.  

Beath High School - The Beath Malawi Partnership (BMP) link with Mapanga PS and Njale PS in 
southern Malawi has been working for over 10 years. Groups from Beath have made four visits in 
that time and the partnership has flourished. 

The link is founded on the school communities working together for the benefit of all learners' 
education.  
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Beath has supported both partner schools which has led to e.g. provision of new classroom 
materials, building of new latrines, provision of scholarships into secondary education. 

Online discussions have been held between young people at Beath and their counterparts in 
Malawi which drives the concept of Global Citizenship. 

Dalgety Bay Primary School 

Donibristle Primary School - Donibristle Primary, with the help of Robin Arnott, has formed a 
link with Engcongolweni Primary school. This link has been running for around 18 months with 
various sponsorships carried out on our part to help raise money for class furniture. We have also 
donated books for their library and recorded our pupil participation in school life in Scotland for 
them. We now aim to strengthen our link further by embarking upon a trip to Malawi to share ideas 
on the best direction in which to take this partnership.  

Dunfermline 

Penny George - Formerly member of ScotGov ID team, with specialism in climate justice and 
sustainable energy for development. Now freelance consultant in global sustainable 
development. 

Anne Evan Wong 

Dr Alex Evan Wong - Dr Evan Wong is involved in the following: Ecolodgy.org: Training Centre for 
Environmental Technology near Blantyre, Malawi (Eco-construction and Permaculture) - 
Community outreach projects / University and Schools Projects / International collaborations. 

Ecolodgy has trained NGOs, women entrepreneurs, local farmers and youth for 15 years in 
Malawi. Our Permaculture techniques produce higher food yields, save resources, reduce costs 
and avoids chemicals. Our buildings demonstrate environment friendly cost savings which are 
attractive." 

Inglis Veterinary Centres Ltd - At Inglis Vets we've been caring for Scotland's pets for over 60 
years. Dunfermline is the home of our RCVS accredited hospital and Inglis Vets Healthy Pets - 
the UK's first health and wellbeing centre for pets. You can find Inglis Vets surgeries in 
Cowdenbeath, Alloa, Inverkeithing, Edinburgh, West Calder and Kinross. Our interest in Malawi 
was stimulated by animal welfare concerns. We have a link with the LSPCA in Lilongwe. Four 
members of staff visited in May 2012 and helped to set up a veterinary practice there.  
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We have also been involved in the evolution of a Veterinary College in Malawi and the success of 
its home-trained vets. 

St Leonard's Primary School - Partnership with three schools in Karonga and three schools in 
Dunfermline and working with Pars Foundation in Dunfermline. Aim to improve education for 
learners in Malawi and improve global citizenship for learners in Dunfermline. 

 

Fife North East 

Helen Donald 

Nicholas Feasey - I worked as a consultant physician at Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital, the 
largest hospital in Malawi for 9 years and lead research into antimicrobial resistance at the 
Malawi Liverpool Wellcome Programme, an affiliate of the Kamuzu University of Health Sciences 
and Wellcome Major International Programme. 

Wesley Gold - I ran an appeal to provide relief to Makokola Village, Mangochi, Malawi after the 
2015 floods. I am working with a local NGO called Community Initiative for Self Reliance, CISER. 
My long-term goal is to continue to provide support to the people of Makokola Village and beyond 
through CISER by focusing on sustainable agriculture and aquaculture methods. I was brought 
up in Malawi and periodically return to holiday at the lake in the vicinity of Makokola Village, 
where I have established my contacts. 

Jenni Gudgeon - I am a photographic artist creating one off art works by etching (scratching) 
pictures into the photographic emulsion. I am running a cultural exchange project inspired by the 
longstanding partnership between Scotland and Malawi. Ordinary adults and children in both 
countries will attend workshops to etch what they love about living in their country onto 
photographs that were taken in the other country (Malawians etch onto Scottish photos and 
Scottish etch onto Malawian photos). I will take the base photos, and they will portray what 
excites me visually about each country. The project will culminate in an exhibition of the best 
pictures from each country which will be exhibited in both Scotland and Malawi.  

Rev Dr Kenneth S Jeffrey - I taught at Livingstonia Secondary School from 1992-94. Now, as 
Coordinator of the Centre for Ministry Studies at Aberdeen University, I am working to create a 
collaborative partnership with Zomba Theological College with the purpose of delivering 
ministerial education and training to church leaders in Malawi. 
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Daniel C. Khomba - Malawian citizen. 

Mrs Kathleen Wendy McMullen - I am a gynaecologist and have visited Malawi (Nkhoma) 
working alongside those developing the cervical screening programme. 

Wongani Nyirenda - To work in mental health sector specifically counselling. I am of the opinion 
that whilst material assistance is important, the psychological shift would also be valuable on 
sustaining the changes that people are putting together 

Carron Pour – I am passionate about working with people of all ages and backgrounds, and 
taking action towards a safer, fairer better world for all. My recent introduction to the SMP at the 
Youth Festival and school visit inspired me to explore how I could get involved. 

Jen Remnant - University researcher interested in working with Malawian and Scottish Trade 
Unionists to improve employment conditions and global workers' solidarity. 

Francis B Robertson - Field visit and sponsorship of children through World Vision (WV 
Ambassador). (Mzuzu / Kayezi) Training of Trainers programmes with Officers of the Malawi 
Police Service (Lilongwe). Home Church links with Malawi-based projects. (Blantyre / Mangochi) 

Leah Tronel - I work for a grant-making organisation and recently visit a project in Malawi and 
loved the country and would be interested in learning more about the special relationship 
between Malawi and Scotland. 

University of St Andrews  

Loveness JZ Charity Trust Malawi - A charity trust registered in Blantyre Malawi by Mrs Chihuri 
in 2006. The aims are to relieve suffering of the rural poor in the six-eight villages including 
Chingamba area 20km SE of Blantyre by initializing a local network of people to distribute, 
clothing to the rural poor affected and infected by HIV/AIDS. Also to improve water sanitization 
to local school and new medical clinic, improve education of children by building schoolrooms, 
anti-malarial and vaccination programmes needed. Help with developing agricultural resources 
and training in livelihoods needed to help the local people. 

Bell Baxter Cluster 

University of St Andrews - The School of Medicine at St Andrews has been involved in helping 
the College of Medicine in Blantyre, Malawi for several years in learning and teaching matters. 
We are expanding our work there to focus on making a difference on the ground to improve 
healthcare delivery and outcomes there. The school was awarded a second follow-up grant from 
the Scottish Government International Development Fund (SGIDF) on Enhancing Healthcare 
Training in which the school extended the curriculum review and support that it gave to the 
undergraduate medical programme at the College of Medicine in Blantyre, Malawi to all its allied 
healthcare professionals degree programmes. This project enabled the College of Medicine to 
maximise the effectiveness of its limited staff and teaching resources to all its degree 
programmes and even introduce new ones to expand the biomedical science training in Malawi. 
This project involved curriculum planning and delivery through pedagogic and Learning 
Technology (LT) support from the School of Medicine at St Andrews. It involved staff and students 
from St Andrews going to the College of Medicine in Blantyre and working on the ground with staff 
there.  
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In addition to the curriculum and LT project. the school has embarked on a new venture following 
a significant donation for a Global Health Implementation (GHI) Initiative to support the 
establishment of a Chair and other supplementary posts in GHI. The main purpose of this 
initiative was to produce change on the ground in Malawi by looking at ways of researching and 
implementing policies, procedures and interventions that will improve healthcare outcomes in 
Malawi. The initial focus was on maternal and child health with improved obstetrics training of 
medical and clinical officers an obvious first step. The School of Medicine already has a 
significant research presence in Malawi on a project involving the management of tuberculosis. 

Bernadette Ann-Marie O'Hare - I am a senior lecturer in Global Health Implementation and 
Paediatrics and Child Health, working for the College of Medicine in Malawi and the University of 
St Andrews in Scotland. With colleagues in Chancellor College, we carry out cross disciplinary 
research on the economic influences on children's right to the determinants of health in Malawi 
and the region. 

Anstruther Primary School 

Elie Primary School 

Bell Baxter High School - Staff and young people at Bell Baxter High School, together with our 
local community, are passionate and committed to promoting global citizenship through our 
intergenerational learning experiences. We would love the opportunity to further connect with 
the people, communities and partners in Malawi as part of our drive to make the world a fairer, 
safer and better place for all. 

Auchtermuchty Primary School - The four schools in Fife and Chickwawa have long-standing 
and strong links, which help children in both nations understand in a deeper and highly relevant 
way their life, work and culture. The staff and children in the Fife schools - Letham, Strathmiglo 
and Auchtermuchty Primary schools, and Kilmaron Special School, Cupar - go well beyond links 
of a charitable nature with their partner schools and have developed a clear focus on sharing 
learning with their partners in Malawi and sharing this widely within each school community. The 
high standard of work has been recognized nationally by Education Scotland and the British 
Council and was the focus of a research project with Dundee University and the One-World 
Development Education Centre, funded by UK Aid. The schools are continuously looking for ways 
to further develop their work in international education and linking this to their approaches to 
enterprise and sustainability education. For example, Kilmaron established a website on the 
national schools IT portal, GLOW, to promote awareness of the impact of the recent floods in 
Chickwawa. 

Dunbog Primary School - We have established a partnership with a primary school at Doroba 
near Mzuzu. The aim is to develop global citizenship. Both schools are rural and the partnership 
has developed over 3 years with regular exchanges of pupils and development plans, and the 
sharing of mutual interest and enterprise. 

Kilmaron Special School - The four schools in Fife and Chickwawa have long-standing and 
strong links, which help children in both nations understand in a deeper and highly relevant way 
their life, work and culture.  

Strathmiglo Primary School - The schools is part of a cluster of four schools in Fife that have 
long-standing and strong links with a cluster in Chickwawa, which help children in both nations 
understand in a deeper and highly relevant way their life, work and culture.  
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Katherine Shen - I am a PhD student from the University of St Andrews, focusing my research on 
Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable Development in the context of Malawi. 
I have been working with local teachers and NGOs since my Master's research, and I want to join 
the SMP to seek and maintain long-term relationships with NGOs and other stakeholders both in 
Scotland and Malawi. 

 

Kirkcaldy 

David Walker - I am an ENT surgeon based in Fife. I am interested in working with the ENT team 
in Malawi to improve the training for the surgeons and nurses in ENT Malawi. 

Douglas Young 

St. Kenneth's Malawi Partnership (Kirkcaldy Presbytery) - Church of Scotland Kennoway, 
Windygates, and Balgonie - St Kenneth's Church of Scotland, have developed a partnership with 
the villages of Lusangazi, Lukalasi, Geisha, Mosanto, Chibwaka, Phwechi, all within in the Mzuzu 
area in the North of Malawi. The aim of the partnership is to assist financially with the 
infrastructure within the six villages, by supplying freshwater boreholes, schools, and 
sustainable small money projects to help lift people out of poverty. We are also developing 
sustainable growing projects in order to feed the orphans of the villages at times of shortage. 
Important to the partnership is cultural exchange between the schools in the villages and all the 
primary schools in the Kennoway area. The primary schools have found ways to integrate the 
partnership into their curriculum under citizenship and all the schools have raised money to 
assist with small money projects. We have drafted and signed a partnership agreement. The 
basis of the agreement is as follows - we agree to pray and care about each other, encourage and 
develop strong communication links, provide financial assistance to benefit the communities 
within the six villages. All projects to be clearly identified and costed. Monies raised must be 
spent on specifically identified projects. Donors to receive photographic evidence of completed 
projects. Quarterly financial statements. Exchange of project information on a regular basis. 
Exchange visits to be organised annually. 

Kirkcaldy High School 

Burntisland Primary School 
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Mid Fife and Glenrothes 

Fife Council 

St Columba's Church (Kirkcaldy Presbytery) - We have a partnership with the Chuluchosema 
CCAP Church near Zomba and we are working together to extend this partnership into the wider 
communities both in Glenrothes and Chuluchosema. 

St Agatha's RC Primary School 

Star Primary School 

Ian William Mitchell - Part of group who set up school partnership between Beath HS and 
Mapanga PS and Njale PS. Secretary of Beath Malawi Partnership - charity linked to Beath HS. 
Partner schools are Mapanga (Mulanje) and Njale (Thyolo). Helping others to improve their life 
chances. 

Carleton Primary School 

Glenrothes High School - I wish to create a school partnership with a school in Southern Malawi. 
I am familiar with the region as I grew up in Sub Saharan Africa. 
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Perthshire North 
 

Perth and Kinross Council 

Andrew Douglas - Musical event and sponsorship of a student 

Dr Barry Klaassen - current Trustee on SMP Board. Clinical Lead Scottish Emergency medicine 
Malawi Projects 2010-14, 2019-present. Current Trustee Scotland Malawi Anaesthesia Charity  
SMA. Professional links and cultural interest with Malawi since 1987 Medical Student Elective" 

Louise Klaassen - "Involved with link between health centre in Zimbabwe and Westgate in 
Dundee. Interest through husband's involvement in emergency care project" 

Burnett Lunan - Retired Medical Practitioner 

Njirambo Matinga - Proprietor of a school in Malawi 

SightSavers Int.- Carol McGregor has been linked to Malawi since her visit to Sightsavers 
International's a number of years ago. Carol has remained a supporter of the organisation and its 
work in Malawi ever since. 

Andy Tomison - I am one of the facilitators of a long running school partnership involving 
teachers and pupils from Linthipe Secondary School (Dedza) and The Community School of 
Auchterarder (Perth and Kinross). During the last 12 years we have had many reciprocal teacher 
exchanges. For 10 years now all S2 pupils in Auchterarder prepare and present learning on 
aspects of Malawian culture, environment and society at the annual Malawian Summit hosted at 
Gleneagles. Students in Linthipe correspond with partners in Auchterarder and have developed 
environmental and enterprise projects on the back of financial support from our school. In June 
2018 fifteen pupils from each school stayed together for a week in Malawi, sharing many aspects 
of life and culture and cycling to school on Buffalo bikes that were gifted to staff and pupils in 
Linthipe. The bikes gifted have made school more accessible.  

Over the 12-year partnership pupils from both schools have learnt a lot about the similarities of 
being a teenager in our shared world and the cultural differences of two countries separated by 
thousands of miles. The pupils in Linthipe were so motivated by the partnership they embarked 
on an educational diversification project to learn how mushrooms grow and then set about 
building a mushroom shed to grow them.  
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They have also taken a trip to the eco centre at Chembe to learn about recycling and have also 
embarked on a maize growing project where through a lot of hard work and teamwork they 
successfully grew and sold maize to help fund school fees for some school pupils. Following on 
from the success of this year, in 2020 there will be a new maize growing enterprise project and a 
shared week together with pupils from Auchterarder. We will also be progressing ideas to build a 
Primary classroom and in the secondary School to make use of biogas and solar energy as an 
educational and practical facility. With great excitement we look forward to many more years of 
shared partnership. 

Alasdair Wylie - Former Perth and Kinross Council representative to SMP. Career in international 
public health specialising in immunization management, logistics, evaluation; two working visits 
to Malawi. 

Rotary Club of Perth Kinnoull - "For several years The Rotary Club of Perth Kinnoull have worked 
in collaboration with CEO Kevin Simpson, to support Malawi Fruits, 

Malawi Fruits is a Scottish Charity committed to working with partners in Malawi to establish and 
grow sustainable community businesses in the north of the country. The Rotary Club of Perth 
Kinnoull have contributed to the cost of Poly tunnels and Solar Pumps in Malawi. The Annual 
Tayside Challenge Cycling event, which is co-organised by Kevin Simpson and Rotary Club of 
Perth Kinnoull has raised many thousands of pounds for Malawi Fruits over the years. The Rotary 
Club of Perth Kinnoull are currently in the process of drafting a Rotary International Global Grant 
Application to raise funds for the construction of a Rainwater Harvesting Facility at Luvwele 
Farm. Our Partners in this venture will be the Rotary Club of Mzuzu and Rotary Club of Ayr, 
Scotland.  

Newhill Primary School - We established contact with Dowa 1 FP School. Although we initially 
managed to communicate by email, there followed almost a year during which the school no 
longer responded. Recently, however, they got back in touch so we are keen to try to move the 
partnership forward by learning more about each other and undertaking joint projects. We would 
want to recognize that our countries have, in many ways, a shared history. We would also hope 
that by learning about each other and sharing experiences, we can develop a greater 
understanding of each other's lives and cultures and recognize that there are many similarities 
as well as differences. Once we have established a sound basis for partnership, we will look 
towards having reciprocal visits. 

Blairgowrie High School 

Invergowrie Primary School - We as a school have just begun working on Scotland Lights up 
Malawi project through Eco Schools Scotland. Our P6 & 7 have received a workshop and then 
entered the campaign during our Eco Week in March. Our winners have returned from the 
Scotland Lights up Malawi Campaign Challenge where we came 3rd. It would be great if we were 
able to link with a school in Malawi in the near future. 

Kinnoull Primary School - I lead Rights Respecting Schools in my school and we sponsor a child 
from Malawi so would be very keen to further explore Malawi and develop better links with it and 
maybe the area our child is from (Chitipa). 

Kirkmichael Primary School 

Perth Grammar School 
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Perthshire South and Kinross-shire 
 

Fiona Chalamanda - Having grown up in Zomba and Nottingham, taught English at Zomba 
Catholic Secondary School and obtained a PhD in Malawian and South African literature from 
Stirling University, worked for NIDOS and now a musician fusing Scottish and Malawian music. 

John Dickinson - I have lived and worked in Malawi for nearly 20 years before returning to UK and 
moving to Perth. Between 1998 and 2009 I worked on three donor-funded development 
progammes focusing on agriculture and natural resources. In 2009 I built Bua River Lodge in 
Nhkotakota Wildlife Reserve and managed it until selling at the end of 2017. 

Alexander Fernie - Employed initially in the tea industry in Mulanje district I was subsequently 
recruited by The Tea Research Foundation of Central Africa (TRF) as an Assistant Director of that 
organisation. We worked for the improvement of crop production for the Smallholder tea sector 
as well as for commercial companies. After leaving the TRF, I joined the country based Habitat 
for Humanity organisation as a manager, becoming Deputy Director. I am now retired and living 
in Scotland. 

Tione Mtalimanja - Energy specialist with previous involvement in energy efficiency, peri-urban 
energy access and rural electrification projects in the southern region of Malawi. 

Elspeth V. Pentland - In the Welfare of Muluma Development School, Mayaka District Malawi 
from 1993. Building Classrooms, schoolteachers’ houses, toilets and boring a water well. 
Agricultural cooperative and bakery. Irrigation system, bridge over river, administration block. 

Magdalene Sacranie - Mrs Sacranie is involved with fundraising for The Children's Fund of 
Malawi. Her sister and brother-in-law, Hamid and Margaret Sacranie of the Central Bookshop in 
Blantyre, Malawi, were among the 12 original founding members of the Fund. 

James Thomson - Previously worked in Malawi for Police Scotland working with the Malawi 
Police Service carrying out fact finding about community Policing, Child protection and gender-
based violence, in Chickwawa, Blantyre and Lilongwe. I have retained a continued interest and 
have been keen to follow up work or help the country when I retire. 
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The Community School of Auchterarder (TCSOA) - Our school has a developing partnership 
with Linthipe Secondary School in the Dedza region of Malawi. We have had various teacher 
exchanges funded in part by British Council grants and some pupil visits from our pupils to 
Malawi. We want to develop the partnership to include communities on both sides and learn 
more about how to share partnership. 

Perth College 

Morrison's Academy - Support to Nansato Primary School and surrounding community. Bursary 
Scheme for secondary or higher education fees. 

Letham Primary School - The four schools in Fife (Letham, Strathmiglo and Auchtermuchty 
Primary schools, and Kilmaron Special School, Cupar) and Chickwawa have long-standing and 
strong links, which help children in both nations understand in a deeper and highly relevant way 
their life, work and culture.  

Dunbarney Primary School - I am newly running the ECO committee. I am also studying Africa 
in the summer term. I would like this to be more than just a one-off context and will speak to the 
HT later this week with that regard. 

Oakbank Primary School - When I worked as a class teacher in Fife (several years ago) my class 
partnered a school in Malawi. The children loved emailing and sending pictures and comparing 
lives, weather, culture, etc. Now as a DHT at Oakbank, I would like to open up this opportunity to 
the school so that children are enriching their experience of global citizenship. 

Portmoak Primary School - Malawi link used to enhance education of children in Global 
Citizenship/ Sustainability. 

Strathallan School 

Braco Primary School - Braco Primary School strives to provide our children with enriching, 
meaningful and valuable learning experiences. We believe that one of the most powerful ways 
we can teach children to become global citizens is to provide them with meaningful links with 
other countries, and a partnership with a school in Malawi would be one way of achieving this. 
One of our ex-pupils has family links in Lilongwe, and they are enthusiastic about the prospect of 
us developing links with Malawi. 
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Stirling 

Kenneth Allen - I lived and worked in Nsanje as a volunteer teacher many years ago. I am now a 
Trustee and the Chairperson of the Killearn Malawi Group (SC043555). We are working with 
communities in TA Ndamera, Nsanje District, the most southerly in Malawi. Our Malawi partners 
are originally from these communities, and are the family of one of my pupils. We also work in 
the north, around Mzuzu, in partnership with the Raven Trust and CCAP Livingstonia Synod. 

Elaine Burch 

Calvin Clarke - As a teacher in Hutchesons' Grammar School, I have been working with a school 
in Malawi for 2 years now 

Sarah Heward - I am visiting Malawi very soon and Stuart Brown has been most helpful with my 
planning. 

Ingrid Kelling - I am part of the team implementing the Scottish Government funded Climate Just 
Communities programme in Malawi. 

Maria del Pilar Lisbona Fernandez, Inverkeithing High School - I am a secondary teacher in 
Inverkeithing High School. I am going to Malawi with my family and I am going to be there for over 
a month. I would love to be able to visit a school with my family and hopefully we can make a 
bigger link between my school and the school in Malawi after that. 

Gordon MacPherson - Interests include Maternal and Child Health, and the place of children's 
rights to adult responsibility in reducing Maternal deaths, as well as Reproductive Health 
education. 

Bob Scott - Over the past 10 years, I have made 10 trips to Malawi. On each occasion, I have been 
based in Blantyre and have acted as an assistant in the Tiyanjane Palliative care clinic in Queen's 
Hospital. I hope to be able to continue to do so in the future. 

Dalene Swanson - I am an educator with a strong interest in educational links with Malawi. I have 
taught in Southern Africa and have contacts in higher education in Malawi. I am interested in 
forging research and capacity building partnerships with Malawi 

Killearn Malawi Group - The Group, over 30years old, worked initially in Mzuzu District in 
Northern Malawi, supporting the work of the local church (CCAP) and co-operating with other 
charities. We still send out goods and funds to support groups in Mzuzu, and in Mzimba Districts. 
Since 2014, the Group has been working in Nsanje District in Southern Malawi, with local 
communities and Nkhande Community Day Secondary School.   
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Our partners in Malawi are Rev Levi Nyondo in Mzuzu, and Dr Kondwani Chidziwisano in Nsanje. 
We are a small charity making a big impact in the communities where we work 

Changing Lives Malawi - Changing Lives Malawi is a small registered charity in Central Scotland, 
run by volunteers. We are committed to changing the lives of the most vulnerable in Northern 
Malawi. www.changinglivesmalawi.com 

Global Digital Community CIC - Looking to partner with schools to work on an educational 
reward and motivational platform we are launching to support inequality in education. 

The Chesney Trust (for Education in Malawi) - The Chesney Trust has been established to 
provide educational opportunities for girls in northern Malawi by building a secondary boarding 
school at Engcongolweni, and by the funding of bursaries for poorer students. At present the 
school has a roll of 157 in Forms 1 to 4, which we plan to increase to 320. Community projects 
undertaken include the building of a bridge so local people are not cut off in the rainy season, a 
maize mill and the provision of water. 

Malawi Fruits - Malawi Fruits is a Scottish NGO which focusses on sustainable economic 
development as a means of creating long-term change for small-scale farmers in Malawi. We use 
social enterprise models as a means of initiating and operating commercial operations in crop 
growing and processing in Northern Malawi. All operations are on a not-for-profit basis. Malawi 
Fruits provides training and support to local farmers and community enterprises and through our 
innovative rent-to-own model, we provide Polytunnels and solar-powered irrigation pumps on an 
affordable basis. These productive assets give the farmers the potential to gain a year-round 
income and provide resilience in the face of the challenges of climate change. For farmers, this 
increased household income can then be used for school fees, health care, home improvements 
and further business development. Our work in Malawi is delivered through our social enterprise 
partner Modern Farming Technologies (MFT). The farmers contract with MFT Ltd for the supply of 
the equipment which means this is a dignified, business to business transaction, rather than a 
handout. This gives dignity to the farmer and sustainability to MFT since farmers pay for the 
assets over time, using the proceeds from their much-increased crop sales. 

Malawi Burns (UK) Trust - We support the Burns Unit at Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital in 
Blantyre and Burns/ Plastic Surgery care in Malawi generally. 

Kincardine in Menteith Primary School - We initially started to agree a partnership with a school 
near Balaka but just as we started to exchange correspondence and information, the Head 
Teacher was moved to another school. We have now re-established contact with the HT at his 
new school and he is keen for a partnership which we hope we can develop and continue., 

Balfron High School 

Riverside Primary School - Riverside Primary has a partnership with a school in Edinburgh and 
two schools in Malawi. We are at the beginning of our partnership. 

St Ninian's Primary School 
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Aberdeen Central 

Peter Mtika - I am interested in research partnerships with Malawian higher education 
institutions. I have worked at secondary and university level as a teacher/academic both in 
Malawi and Scotland. 

Albert Mvula - I am a Malawian working in the UK (Scotland). I have been working with Malawi-
based charity organisations promoting sustainable agricultural practices since 2015. I look 
forward to expanding my network through participation and contribution to various events, 
initiatives, and programmes that aim to improve values and well-being for both Malawi and 
Scotland. 

Sheila Ogden - Working with the Church of Scotland as a twinned church with Mpemba in 
Blantyre Malawi and my church St Mary's Aberdeen. 

Centre for Global Development, University of Aberdeen - The Centre for Global Development 
at the University of Aberdeen has been created to facilitate and generate work on sustainable 
international development across the University. It espouses an inter-disciplinary, multi-sectoral 
approach and recognizes that future long-term research must be coordinated across all areas of 
sustainable development to maximise impact in least developed countries. 

Immpact - Immpact has a global reputation for expertise in managing maternal and newborn 
health implementation research in low-and middle-income countries. It is the technical 
assistance arm of Immpact, (the Initiative for Maternal Mortality Programme Assessment), an 
internationally recognised maternal and newborn health research group. Our shared purpose is 
to generate new knowledge, share evidence and advance best practice in monitoring and 
evaluation in order to improve maternal health in developing countries. We have managed 
projects and provided technical assistance in over 30 low-and middle-income countries 
throughout Africa and Asia.  

Aberdeen University 

Ferryhill Parish Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 

Midstocket Parish Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 

St Mary's Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 

Holburn West Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 
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St. Mark's Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 

Presbytery of Aberdeen - In November 2005 Blantyre City Presbytery and Aberdeen Presbytery 
were set up in partnership. Under this umbrella there are 18 twinned congregations.  

St. Stephen's Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 

Saint Joseph's Primary - In the past we have made connections with the Nora Doherty school 
and have fundraised for them. It was a rewarding experience for pupils and staff. As we work 
towards our Silver Level Rights Respecting Award we are aiming towards widening our Global 
Links. We would love to reignite our connections with Malawi. 

Ferryhill School - We have achieved our Rights Respecting Schools - level 1 and are moving on 
to level 2. We are keen to develop Global Citizenship within the school 

Kininmonth School - We have had a link with a school in Malawi and exchange letters. We 
encourage children to be aware of other cultures and continents to broaden global 
understanding. It is beneficial to have an established contact school to make learning more 
meaningful. 

St Margaret's School - We are currently taking part in the Stemovators Project and were keen to 
be linked with a school in Malawi. 

Hanover Street School - Looking to create partnership with a primary school as we have been 
working towards our Level 1 'Rights Respecting Schools' Award. We are aware that creating a 
school partnership not will not only be enjoyable for our children but also further expand their 
knowledge of the world around them. 

St Peter’s RC Primary School, Aberdeen 

 

Aberdeen Deeside and North Kincardine 

Jennifer MacAlister Hall - Having spent six months as a volunteer public health specialist/ 
researcher & M&E specialist on a Women's Economic Empowerment project during 2015, I am 
keen to maintain and develop my interest and involvement with Malawi. I am linked to Nsanama, 
near Liwonde and involved in trying to develop services for deaf children and their families. 

Christopher MacLeod 
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Donald Todd - I have been involved in two maternal health projects in Malawi and this year I 
carried out a scoping exercise around safeguarding street children in Lilongwe. I partnered with 
a local NGO SweetAroma. We are now looking to develop a project based on the results of the 
scoping exercise.  

The Orskov Foundation - The Orskov Foundation promotes sustainable development for the 
poorest rural communities in the world. We aim to achieve this through the integration of 
agricultural education with community projects.  

James Hutton Institute 

International School of Aberdeen 

Tullos Primary School 

Aberdeen Donside 

Mercy Mopiha – Individual SMP member 

Hiliwona Solomon - I previously volunteered in Malawi for a period of 9 months between 2012 
and 2013, where I met my fiancé. 

The Kerusso Trust - The Kerusso Trust is a Christian charity, founded in 2011, that partners with 
organisations and individuals in Malawi to provide Bible training for rural church leaders, and to 
support Christian education through development of a Girls' Christian secondary school.  

Our vision is to bring transformation in church and community. Our strategy is to work in 
partnership with Malawians to empower and enable those who themselves have a passion for 
transformation. Our key goal is multiplication of trained rural church leaders through training 
Malawians to be trainers of others. In partnership with J-Life, we have recently supported the 
launch of rural Children's Community Bible Clubs and the training of young leaders to run them.  

We have a UK-Malawi volunteer programme for sharing skills and learning, through the J-Life 
community education programme.  

We partner with Wingate Girls Christian Secondary School in Malawi by providing educational 
bursaries for girls from poor township and rural families and support to the School. 

St. Columba's Church (Aberdeen Presbytery) 
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Bridge of Don Academy - Bridge of Don Academy is interested in Malawi in order to make case 
studies studied in lessons more meaningful. Examples of this would be when we are studying 
International Development in S2 Geography and Global Citizenship in S1 Modern Studies. We 
also have an active lunchtime pupil group - The Global Goals Group, and they would like to learn 
more about Malawi when they are helping to raise awareness of global issues and fundraising. 

 

Aberdeenshire East 

Dr Briony Ackroyd-Parkin - I am a retired doctor working as a volunteer lecturer and consultant 
in the College of Medicine/Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Blantyre, Malawi 

Josephine Breton - I worked as volunteer teacher at M'buka CCAP Primary School, Area 36, 
Lilongwe, between 2014 and 2019. I also participated in church music. My programme was built 
on the already positive twinning relationship between St Kane's Church of Scotland, New Deer 
and M'buka CCAP. 

Tiyamika Chidothe - My interest is to be involved in corroborative work that would help to 
improve public health and food security. 

New Deer St Kane’s Church  

Morven Reid - I'm a medical student interested in volunteering and learning over in Malawi. 

Strathburn Primary School - Strathburn School is based in the town of Inverurie in the north-
east of Scotland. Last year we worked with the charity F.R.O.M. and made up rucksacks to go to 
Malawi and also raised money by selling coffee and cake following the school nativity 
performance. We also came third in a Keep Scotland Beautiful competition in which we had to 
investigate the dangers of Kerosene lamps and devise a campaign to inform people about the 
risks. We are keen to develop our Global Citizenship programme and feel that working with 
people in Malawi would enable us to do this. 

Monquhitter Primary School 
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Aberdeenshire West 

Norma Menzies née Burnett - Served with the Church of Scotland as a midwifery sister in Mulanje 
Mission Hospital, CCAP from February, 1966 until December, 1971.  Still have an interest in all 
things Malawian but particularly in Health Care and development of Malawian skills 

FROM - Famine Relief for Orphans in Malawi - FROM - Famine Relief for Orphans in Malawi 

Mtamandeni Judah Mtambalika - I am an academic currently pursuing a PhD at Robert Gordon 
University in Aberdeen, Scotland. I believe my membership is going to assist in establishing 
research networks that will be beneficial in several areas during my stay in Scotland. I have been 
a lecturer at the University of Malawi since 2009, mainly as a ceramics lecturer. My research area 
is in indigenous knowledge in the area of ceramics practice in Malawi and culture preservation 
through design. 

Old Rayne School - Old Rayne School is a small rural school situated in the heart of the village 
of Old Rayne. It lies approximately nine miles north of Inverurie just off the A96. Next term P4/5 
will be discovering and exploring differences between our community and others globally with a 
particular focus on Malawi. We will be developing this topic across the curriculum focusing on 
map skills, fair-trade committees and also exploring school and home life. As a class we are keen 
to develop our knowledge of Global Citizenship and feel that corresponding and working with 
children and schools in Malawi would enable us to do this. 

Alford Primary School - Alford Primary is a comprehensive, state-run school with nursery. We 
have approximately 340 pupils aged 4-11 years old (Nursery-P7). We also have a Support Base 
which provides mainstream education for pupils with additional support needs. The school is 
located in a small rural village about 30 miles west of Aberdeen. We are keen to make links with 
a school in Africa. Due to the Scottish connection with Malawi it seems sensible to try to form a 
link with a school in Malawi. 

Logie Coldstone Primary School 

Towie Primary School - We have had a link with Lisale school in Malawi for many years. It was 
set up via personal contacts of a former member of staff. At first we wrote to individual children, 
learning about daily life in each other's country. As our partnership developed we have carried 
out a variety of projects together. The children at Towie have run enterprise activities, selling 
goods they have created, as well as goods sent to us from Lisale, at a local highland games.  
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The monies raised have been sent to Lisale school and have helped to sustain the relationship 
by providing postage. But they have also been used to help fund school improvements in Lisale 
such as providing classroom materials, helping to improve classrooms and helping to build a 
library that will be used by the community as well as the school. Through donations from our local 
boys’ football club, we have also provided items such as sports uniforms. Most recently we have 
begun to share traditional tales.  

Our next joint plan is to begin building stronger community links, with local mother and toddler 
groups and PTAs in both countries taking part. We are a very small school (three teachers, 38 
pupils plus nursery children) with a very small pool of families who can support our fundraising. 
However, we feel the insight our children receive into life in Malawi is very important in developing 
practical attitudes to global citizenship. 

 

Angus North and Mearns 

Alan and Edith Fraser - Our interest stems from a study tour to Malawi with Tearfund in 2007 
when we saw the work being done on HIV/AIDS. Since then, we have had a real commitment to 
the people there and to development work, particularly in the field of education. Our church has 
formed a partnership with a congregation in Ekwendi through Dalgety Parish Church, the lead 
partner, and we are involved with development work and exchange visits. 

Borrowfield Primary School - We are looking to partner up with a school in Malawi. 

Tarfside Primary School - Developing global citizenship with pupils in school. 
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Angus South  

Christopher Carlon - I'm currently working for a grass roots NGO in rural Malawi. We are based 
in the Mangochi district and implement various programmes in a bid to provide basic care, as 
well as sustainable development for local communities in the area. We have some really diverse 
programmes, including child-care/development, teaching, medical care and agriculture. We 
also have 27 hectares of land where we are currently using organic farming techniques to 
diversify food sources for locals. Additionally, our medical care programme provides many things 
such as primary wound care and HIV support groups. The NGO is very much embedded in the 
local community and employs around 25 local staff. It's much more than just a charity and in the 
long run aims to provide sustainable solutions to the problems many rural communities face. 

The Dalitso Project - The purpose of the Dalitso Project is to alleviate poverty, support education 
and develop health care in Malawi. It works in partnership with Malawian Registered NGO's. 
Primarily this involves continuing to support the Orphan Care Centres at Thyolo and Kambilonjo 
which were built and are run by Aquaid Lifeline, now known as Support Malawi. The Dalitso 
Project previously used funding provided by the St Andrews Church Malawi project from 2007 to 
2016.  

Mamie Martin Fund - To work with the girls has always been my passion and I do enjoy it. I will 
do what I can to see that we carry forward Mamie's dream and vision." Mercy Sibande, MMF's 
Malawi Country Director. The Mamie Martin Fund was established in 1993 to support the 
education of girls in secondary schools in Northern Malawi. Having started with a partnership 
with the CCAP Synod of Livingstonia, we now also support girls at a Community Day Secondary 
School and in boarding schools run by the Diocese of Karonga. 
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Banffshire and Buchan Coast 

Bracoden Primary School - We are a small, coastal primary school in the North East of Scotland. 
We would value an international link with a fishing town in Malawi. 

 

Dundee City East 

Peter McEleavy - I am Africa Lead for the University of Dundee and in this role am taking for the 
development and management of our institutional engagement with Malawi.  I visitied twice in 
2023. 

Judith Turbyne - I worked in international development and in my last role with Progressio 
Ireland, we did some partnership work with Malawi. When working with the Scottish Charity 
Regulator, I was invited to come to talk to their national NGO/charity symposium. But actually 
my interest in the organisation is more a general perception of the importance of investing in 
solidarity across the world. I am a Trustee of the SMP. 

Master Chisale 
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Dundee City West 

Robert Dawe - I am interested in trying to help with development of dermatology (skin disease 
treatment) in Malawi (as a consultant dermatologist in NHS Scotland). Although I was born in 
Tanzania, I spent much of my childhood in Malawi (south of Chikwawa) and like visiting again 
(lasted visited school of medicine in Blantyre in August 2019 and participated in medical student 
teaching there then in a continuing medical education meeting in Mangochi [after an albinism 
awareness day there]). 

Susan Farrell - I work in the Wellcome Centre for Anti-Infectives Research which is researching 
new and better medicines for tropical diseases. As part of this we teach at the College of 
Medicine in Blantyre. 

Wellcome Centre of Anti-infectives Research - I work for WCAIR (Wellcome Centre of Anti-
infectives Research). Our main goal is to bring training in Drug Discovery to Malawi. 

Pam Wilson - I was a VSO Volunteer. I worked in Malawi as a Clinical Nurse Tutor. Malawi College 
of Health Science Zomba Campus. I was given a Career break from my NHS Tayside post as a 
District Nurse in Dundee Scotland to Volunteer for three years. During my volunteering 
experience I helped set up twinning links between Malawian Health Care clinics and Scottish GP 
practices. 

Dundee University Medical School 

Scotland Malawi Anaesthesia – We primarily delivered courses on anaesthesia for obstetrics 
and paediatrics as well as management of emergencies and trauma in both groups. We also 
deliver courses in intensive care. 

Livingstonia-Blantyre-Zambia Fellowship - Founded in 1949, the Livingstonia-Blantyre 
Fellowship is centred around people who have worked with churches in Malawi and Northern 
Zambia. Every year in October it holds an open meeting which attracts a gathering of people with 
a wide range of contacts. 

Scottish Emergency Medicine - Malawi Project – not currently operating 

Bananabox Trust - Sending containers from Dundee Mentoring, training in Northern Malawi 
Business and community support projects in Northern Malawi – the container operation will 
move to the Scotland Malawi Partnership in November 2026. 
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Smileawi - We run a charity called Smileawi , charity number SC046434 which was set up to help 
improve dental services in Northern Malawi. Our registered address is in Dundee, but we are 
based in Dunoon where we run The Hollies Dental practice. We visit Malawi every year with 
groups of self-funded dental professionals and provide free pain clinics to the rural populations. 
We support the underfunded dental therapists who we have met in Northern Malawi by providing 
them with equipment, materials and tools whenever we can and run an annual conference to 
bring them together for an educational meeting. We help fund training for new dental therapists. 
We promote oral health through prevention and education at our clinics and in schools. We are 
proud to be linked with Professor Jeremy Bagg of Glasgow University and The Maldent project, 
Dentaid and Bridge to Aid and feel that together we can have an impact on the dental services 
and the oral health of Malawi. 

University of Dundee - To work with the University of Malawi College of Medicine, and Kamuzu 
Central Hospital, Lilongwe: to provide outstanding educational opportunities for Final Year 
Dundee medical students though a rolling programme of extended placements at partner 
institutions. 

Westgate/Matawale Twinning Project - The Twinning of Scottish and Malawian Clinics Project 
was set up to help narrow the gap in access to resources between healthcare professionals in 
the developing and the developed world. Staff at Westgate Medical Practice in Dundee, Scotland, 
initiated the first dialogue with a clinic in Blantyre, Malawi; Zingwangwa Clinic. By further building 
an online community of twinned clinics between Malawi and Scotland we: i) link virtual 
colleagues from the computer desktop to the treatment room, ii) learn from innovations in 
healthcare in both countries, iii) think global and act local in a realistic and measurable way. We 
install and maintain E-mail and Internet services for Malawian health care staff to afford them 
the same level of access as Scottish colleagues enjoy in accessing educational materials and 
professional support. Upholding patient confidentiality is of paramount importance to the 
Project and we never include the names of patients or clinicians on this blog without their 
informed consent. Discussions about clinical diagnosis are not case-specific. The Project is an 
entirely non-profit organisation and relies of grant-funding. Most of those involved in the Project 
team give their time and commitment for free. All the Malawi clinics are non-denominational 
Government clinics. 

Agnes Wizi-Kambala - I am a Student at the University of Dundee, reading for a PhD in Social 
Work. I am interested in higher education for underprivileged youths in Malawi. 

St Ninian's RC Primary School - I have been in contact with a primary school in Malawi with the 
aim of creating links between the two schools. 
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Ayr 

South Ayrshire Council 

Ronnia Matemba - Member of AMS. 

Yonah Matemba - Yonah Matemba is interested in establishing a charity for the care of the 
elderly in Malawi - most of who are in destitute, pathetic and pitiful circumstances, having lost 
their children (their only means of support) to AIDS and being left to fend for themselves 

Donald Osborne 

Old Kirk Ayr 

Kingcase Parish Church (Ayr Presbytery) 

Newton Wallacetown Church (Ayr Presbytery) 

Ayr Presbytery Malawi Initiative - The Presbytery supports on-going projects, particularly health 
related projects in rural areas, and specifically assistance with HIV/AIDS. In relation to 
education, it is also in a process of forming links school on school. The work is directed through 
established links with CCAP, Livingstonia and, as a church group, the Presbytery is also involved 
in assisting church, building, maintenance programmes and relationship development. A group 
travelled to Bandawe in 2006 on a fact-finding remit to develop, communications and explore 
areas of mutual development and partnership. Further groups visited Malawi in 2008 and 2010. 

Alloway Parish Church (Ayr Presbytery) 

Troon: Portland Parish Church (Ayr Presbytery) 

Celsius Global Solutions - Celsius Global Solutions provides simple sustainable products to 
provide clean water at point of use. Our latest product, the Jompy, allows you to boil water at the 
same time as cooking drastically reducing fuel consumption and time spent over the fire. We 
have been working in Uganda and Kenya and are now looking to extend our work in areas of 
Malawi and utilise our new model of a rental scheme to assist communities to have access to 
clean water for drinking, washing and cleaning. Our products reduce carbon emissions, reduce 
health problems and save people money and time. 

Auld Kirk of Ayr (Ayr Presbytery) 

Care and Share Malawi - Support of orphans: networking and promoting healthcare -
H.I.V:alcohol groups. 
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Doonfoot Primary School - Our school is already in partnership with Bandawe School in Malawi, 
along with Alloway Primary School through our Church Youth Worker Julie Griffiths. We are 
looking to strengthen this partnership and to work with the staff at Bandawe. 

Marr College - We are organising a partnership with Classroom for Malawi. We hope to set up a 
sustainable partnership with a community in Malawi with which Marr College can work. 

Kyle Academy - RME Teacher and lead Fairtrade and eco groups. 

Prestwick Academy - School partnership with Kavyeyo School. 

Alloway Primary School - Our school is twinned with Bandawe Primary in Malawi. We raise funds 
for our partnered school and also share letters and work. Children in Alloway also learn about 
their rights through this partnership. 

 

Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley 

Ballantrae Parish Church  

Littlemill Primary School & ECC - We are a small rural school, looking to learn more about the 
wider world. We are interested in learning about school life in Malawi. 

Trevor Haye - Continuation of container services provided by Bananaboxtrust. 
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Clydesdale 

Mizeck Chagunda - Agriculture, Livestock, Innovation, Capacity Building. 

Barbara J. Cormack - I moved to Nyasaland from Southern Rhodesia when I was four. My parents 
left 10 years ago. We all still have a huge interest in supporting the country. 

The St Andrews Trust - Built a school building in Dedza 15 years ago and has grown from 96 
children to just under 1000. Now have five school buildings, teacher houses, feeding station, 
solar panels, bore holes. Provide mosquito nets, food, school books & equipment, bikes and 
support for teachers and villagers. 

Biggar Primary School - Interested in joining with Biggar High to support Innerleithen, Traquair 
and Walkerburn Thondwe Partnership. As a result of our global partnership, we won the Scottish 
education awards in 2014 but unfortunately for various reasons we have been unable to sustain 
our link. 

Libberton Primary School 

Wiston Primary School 

Biggar High School - A Flourishing partnership along with local businesses; Church and Primary 
Schools. Crossing land and sea - connecting cultures; challenging and enhancing lives 

Carstairs Primary School 
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Dumfriesshire 
 

Rosemary Argente - On 08 January 2014, I established Johanna Settlement Trust (JST) (named in 
honour of my wonderful parents, Joseph and Hannah Ishmail). The purpose of establishing JST 
was that the Trust could take care of the elderly, children, and those below the subsistence level 
in Malawi at the three categories most vulnerable in most societies.  

The land is used to grow food all-round the year for subsistence, using water pumped from a 180 
foot well in the dry season. JST was also able to respond with a donation for the Floods appeal of 
which I was made aware through the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP). Those who purchase 
copies of my book Blantyre and Yao Women I request them to give the cost of the book (£10) to 
the charity Mary's Meals, that benefits Malawi, or the charity of their choice, within Scotland. The 
launch of the book was hosted by the SMP on 11 May 2019 in Edinburgh. It's a colourful tapestry 
of modern Malawian social history with strong fibres of personal anecdote and family record 
running all the way through it. 

Summary of Blantyre and Yao Women: A Biography/autobiography on and of the Yawo, a clan of 
Malawi, in eastern southern Africa- from the oral testimonies of one man and 10 women passed 
down from mother to daughter - each paints a vivid picture from a contemporary generation 
features the tripartite-organised African slave trade and the particular role played by Dr David 
Livingstone, the Scottish explorer, in ending slavery. 

The Jock & Mary Elliot Memorial Trust - We are a Scottish registered charitable Trust which has 
supported Mary’s Meals since 2007 and now contribute £12,500 per annum to support Mponda 
School in Zomba and Ndirande Parish Under 6 Centre in Blantyre. Two of the Trustees (John & Liz 
Elliot) have visited these schools in 2009, 2013 & 2017. Over 2013 & 2017 our two daughters (who 
are both Trustees) & four teenage grandchildren joined us so as to gain an insight into the work of 
Marys Meals & also experiece Africa. Based on our grandchildren’s feedback our local school 
had a Mponda Day to give the Langholm pupils an insight into schooling in Malawi & raised funds 
which were used to purchase much needed furniture for Mponda School. 

Lottie-Rose Davies - I spent the 8 months from January to August 2025 living and working in 
Malawi in a children's home called STEKA, I worked in the nursery in the mornings. The nursery 
was part of the children's home which provided nursery education for both the younger children 
of the home as well as children from the local area.  
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In the afternoons and evenings once the children from the home returned from school we helped 
with homework, played games and then attended prayers once a week. Through my time in STEKA 
I became aware of so many big social, economic and environmental factors that affect Malawi 
and the only way I became properly aware of these things was by talking to Malawians and having 
difficult conversations which I'm grateful to have been able to have the opportunity to do. Since 
returning to the UK I have felt as though a big part of my life is missing so to be able to still have 
connections with Malawi and work towards being able to work closely as an outcome of my 
university education would be something really important to me. 

Lockerbie Academy - Lockerbie Academy has a partnership with Thawale Primary School in the 
Mulanje District of Malawi. Our link, initially set up and supported by LCD, is now a strong 
independent one and has continued to make good progress since February 2009. Our main aims 
are to develop and sustain a partnership between the schools which is equity based, educational 
and mutually beneficial. We hope to engage pupils, staff, parents and the wider community in 
the partnership and to encourage pupils in both schools to be responsible citizens in their local 
community and to understand that they are citizens of a world community. Several successful 
visits have been made to our partner school with two return visits by teachers from Thawale. We 
raised enough money for a Mary's Meals feeding station to be built and we have recently set up a 
scholarship programme to support a number of pupils at Thawale through secondary education. 
On our last visit in June 2018 we worked with Tina Pads to provide reusable sanitary pads to a 
large group of girls, as well as taking donations of back packs for our now 70 strong secondary 
school scholarship programme and many other items generously given by the extended 
community of Lockerbie. 

Helen Wright - Previously very involved with a school partnership. Still involved with individuals 
from that link plus I support the charity Medic to medic. 

 

East Kilbride 

 

Dr Malawi Ngwira - Working with education establishments 

St Andrew's and St Bride's High School - We are just starting out and hopefully will build strong 
links with Malawi through the Malawi Project and Mary's Meals 
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Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire 
 

Scottish Borders Council - Scottish Borders Council is exploring ways of sharing best practice 
in local government with a rural local authority in Malawi 

Roger Bamkin - I'm a keen supporter of gender equity. I'm a member of Rotary and the Wikipedia 
project "Women in Red" (see the wiki article).  

Through Rotary I came across the work in Thondwe. Interesting! Where is it? What does Wikipedia 
tell you? There was nothing. There is now.  

Every year the BBC identify the 100 most influential women in the world. Last year they included 
Ulanda Mtamba! What does Wikipedia tell you? There was nothing. It isn’t now. Since 1996 the 
SMP, you and others have been supporting the work of the Malawi Parliamentary Women's 
Caucus. What does Wikipedia tell you? There was nothing. There is now. 

So the profile has been increased.... but more is required. The Scottish government use open 
licencing for their photos, as does the USA and Ecuador and WIPO. The SMP and MaSP have done 
the same, and this is supporting the sharing of images that increase the positive representation 
of Malawian women on the internet.  

Chris Brotherton - I am a psychologist specialising in work and organisations. I was Scotland 
Malawi Partnership Fellow at Chancellor College, University of Malawi in 2008 and worked on 
curriculum development, research and staff development. I have a continuing relationship with 
Chancellor College. 

John Gillies - Dr Gillies is chair of RCGP Scotland and is involved in the work of Edinburgh 
University Global Health Academy. 

Neil Horne - Neil Horne is currently Head teacher of Hawick High School which has active links 
with many countries in Africa, particularly Zambia. Following his participation in a LECT study 
visit to Malawi in March, he wishes to establish close links with Malawi. 

Dorothy E. Logie - Dr Logie is a public health and primary care doctor, with interest in HIV / AIDS 
and palliative care. She has worked in Uganda (from Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine) and 
Zambia (with Scottish Executive funding) 
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Ben Nicholson - I first went to Malawi as a volunteer in 2004. It changed the course of my life, 
degree and career. After a career in diplomacy and development elsewhere in Africa and the 
Middle East with DFID and now FCDO, I am now back in Malawi as Development Director and 
British Deputy High Commissioner with the British High Commission since July 2025. My home 
in Scotland is in the Borders. 

Debbie Scott - Having completed my MSc in Africa and International Development, including an 
internship with Scotland Malawi Partnership I had my first trip to Malawi to volunteer with AYISE 
in Blantyre for 3 months in November 2013. My long term goal is to work in international 
development and I am especially interested in environmental sustainability and in community 
led renewable energy projects. 

Matthew Corfield - I am currently a history and modern studies teacher at Eyemouth High 
School. I am very interested in finding out about current links between Scotland and Malawi. I 
have done a lot of charity work in India in the past and I would like to broaden the charity work to 
elsewhere. 

 

Galloway and West Dumfries 

Lorna Argente - Born in Malawi and now living in Dumfries Scotland. Previously involved in Abbas 
Rest charity that supports AIDS orphans and community development. More recently making 
funds available to selected villages during the food crisis. Currently working on fundraising event 
aimed at secondary pupils in both Malawi and Scotland. 

Chimwemwe Chagunda - Tourism, Heritage and Sustainability especially in rural tourism. 

Janice Jamieson Memorial Foundation - The Janice Jamieson Memorial Foundation is a not-for-
profit organisation set up in memory of Janice Jamieson who was a renowned Head Teacher in 
the Dumfries & Galloway region. The foundation seeks to work in Malawi with families, schools 
and community to identify young people with academic ability, who do not have the means to 
access secondary and further education, giving them opportunity to develop skills, 
independence, confidence and academic ability. Allowing them to reach their full potential and 
in so doing change lives to build a better and brighter future for themselves and their families, 
their community and their country. 

Dalbeattie High School 
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Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse 

Isabel Bruce - I have been working in Malawi since 2004, was a Board member of SMP from 2005 
to 2020, and am currently part of a Cervical Cancer Project in Malawi. I am also Chair of the David 
Livingstone Trust and wish to develop cultural and education links with Malawi. 

Kevin Irvine - two trips with Aiming Higher in Malawi. 

Georgina L. MacMillan - I have been part of the Malawi Project for the last seven years. My 
interest was primary health care and education of nurses and midwives in Malawi. 

World Orthopaedic Concern (Scotland) - World Orthopaedic Concern UK is a charity which 
focuses on providing orthopaedic education and support along with service provision throughout 
the world. The "Scottish Chapter" is especially involved in projects in Zambia (FlySpec.org) and 
in Northern Malawi. A major focus is service development and provision with solutions 
appropriate to local needs. 

St Cuthbert's Primary School - We would like to build connections with Malawi to support our 
aim of being a fairtrade school. 
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Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley 

East Ayrshire Council 

Jane Gebbie - We support Kondanani Children's Village, which is near Blantyre. 

Grange Academy - Educational Partnership with Mlambe Primary School, in Blantyre Rural. An 
involvement with Classrooms for Malawi Charity. 

 

Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale 

Saarah Chipwatali - Member of Malawian Diaspora. 

Shadrech Chipwatali - SMP individual member. 

Duncan Davidson - To look at the possible ways that partnership with Malawi can help climate 
change actions in Scotland, Malawi and the rest of the world. 

Amy Earnshaw - I have been directly linked to Malawi since 2017. Initially the link with Malawi 
came about during my role as Director of the International Voluntary Service where I was involved 
in establishing medium & long term sustainable volunteer opportunities with youth agencies 
working collaboratively in Scotland and Malawi. Between 2019 and 2022 I was the CEO of the 
charity Classrooms for Malawi, working with the board of trustees to establish impactful 
partnerships in Malawi with schools, communities, NGO's and the local government as well as 
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establishing sustainable building practices for all infrastructure development. I am now working 
toward the MSc Climate Justice at Glasgow Caledonian University with a view to furthering my 
own research into the impact of climate change on education in Malawi. 

Penny Hardie - Volunteer with Classrooms for Malawi 

Malcolm McMillan - I am interested in Malawi, initially through my work connections in the 
justice sector. 

Roseby Phalula-Nkalapa 

Helen Taylor - My links with Malawi are through our church presbytery partnership and, more 
recently, a partnership between our local village primary school with the one in our Malawian 
partner village.  I visited our partner church, community and school in 2023, and hope to return 
in 2025) 

Phil Timoney - Interested to find out more about the good work being done across the various 
projects and how we can get involved in Volunteering. 

Old Parish and St. Paul's Church  

Fair Trade Electives - We are a new organisation, currently a ltd with SCIO status pending. We 
faciliate medical electives in the global south and have two fabulous partners in Malawi - Medic 
to Medic and Nkhoma Hospital. We have partnerships with seven UK universities, who funnel 
their medical students to us, those who wish to participate in equitable electives. 

Melrose and Peebles Presbytery 

Stow and Heriot Church - This is a small, rural parish consisting of the villages of Stow, 
Fountainhall and Heriot and associated farming lands. The parish is part of the Presbytery of 
Melrose and Peebles. One of the main aims in our partnership is to encourage the youth of both 
parishes. We are reaching out in prayer and in a joint sense of support with Luwatala. Luwatala 
is also a rural community situated between mountains south of Zomba. Luwatala parish has a 
young church which is the centre of their community. The main occupation is subsistence 
farming, and the community have plans to improve their irrigation if they can gain financial 
support. They also wish to support their young learners at Mpata Primary School. Now we have 
met one another we understand more about the real time issues each community is facing. As 
we pray and grow in faith together, we also reach out to offer mutual support and friendship. 

Thondwe Community Forum - A community partnership to promote mutual learning, friendship, 
development and mission through mutually agreed projects with the Thondwe Twinning 
Committee. 

Innerleithen, Traquair and Walkerburn Church 

Mike Creamer - I have run five expeditions to Malawi with school pupils and have contacts in the 
Mzuzu area. I am keen to formalise our relationship with Masambiro High School in Mzuzu 
through the Scotland Malawi Partnership. Our partnership is in its infancy and is currently very 
informal. 

Beeslack Community High School - We are currently in the process of organizing our third 
school expedition to Malawi. We have volunteered in the Edinburgh Girls High School in 
Engcongolweni and are interested in building on this relationship. We have 760 pupils in Beeslack 
Community High School and 100 pupils in Edinburgh School for Girls.  
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We hope to develop real and listing links between our two schools to help with improving the 
awareness of our pupils and the educational opportunities for the girls in Malawi. We hope to 
raise money to help with educational resources and to offer professional dialogue between the 
teaching staff of the schools. We can also publicise our experiences to raise the profile of the 
links between our two countries. 

Penicuik High School - Penicuik High School formed a partnership with Tyolo secondary school 
in April 2006 following a visit to Scotland by Ms Hazel Manda, Education Division Manager of the 
Shire Highlands region, and the development of a personal friendship between Hazel and Mary. 
Both schools have exchanged e mails and Mary made an informal visit to the school (and many 
other organisations) in July 2006 in order to consolidate both the personal and institutional 
friendships which have been established. At the end of June 2006, PH5 students responded to a 
request from Mr Gama (the head teacher at Tyolo) for second hand football strips, boots and 
other sports equipment. These goods arrived just before Mary left Malawi. Mary hopes that the 
partnership will facilitate exchange of cultural values, joint projects and lessons which will be of 
mutual benefit to both communities. Penicuik High School are investigating the possibilities in 
the context of enterprise via EGC training afforded by UNICEF's education office in Scotland. 
Penicuik High School participated with Malawi in the British Council’s Connecting Classrooms 
programme. 

St Ronan's Primary School - We have an existing partnership via Innerleithen, Traquair and 
Walkerburn Church and Thondwe in Zomba District. (Denis Robson is our guide!) 

Eve Hartswood - Sharing in faith 
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Clydebank and Milngavie 

Katharina Adler - I am a medical doctor with interests in Child Health, general population 
health/medicine and public health, education, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 

John Calder - I was a District Medical Officer in Malawi April 1968-November 1970. I was 
stationed in Zomba and Dedza. Following radiology training, with others I set up the M.Med 
radiology training programme at the University of Nairobi, Kenya. 

Susan Gondwe - Member of the Malawian Diaspora. 

R.S Garrow Ltd - R S Garrow Ltd is an innovation business with agencies for drinking water and 
wastewater cleaning kit. Both products appear suitable for the developing world as neither needs 
imported chemicals, they are delivered as modules ready to hook up and go and energy 
consumption is modest, flexible in form and possibly available from local and sustainable 
sources. In combination this kit offers water re-use / recycling. As we are too small to reach the 
developing world with these products we would like to work with this Partnership which is rich in 
Malawian links and knowledge. Our associates’ network is strong on waste processing, waste to 
energy and sustainable energies. Scottish Innovators could be interested in putting forward 
proposals to meet Malawi's needs. 

William Nibbs - I have been motivated to join the SMP through my engagement with matters of 
water resource management in Malawi, as reported by the work of the Rural Water Supply 
Network and others. As the central component of by doctoral research, water (particularly 
groundwater) and by extension sanitation and hygiene, are subjects that I am passionate about. 
By joining the SMP I hope to learn more about the use of water in Malawi through engagement 
with Partnership events and explore potential opportunities to support sustainable resource 
management in the country. 

Bearsden Academy 

Clydemuir Primary School 

Castlehill Primary School 

St Stephen's Primary School 

Whitecrook Primary School 
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Andrew Paterson  - 1. "Flying faculty" teaching of undergraduate Malawian Dental Students from 
Kamuzu University of Health Sciences (Lilongwe and Blantyre) as part of the MalDent project. 

2. With the iNGOs Smileawi and Bridge2Aid in collaboration with the Dental Association of 
Malawi, the Ministry of Health and other interest-holders providing online training to dental 
therapists in Malawi to help empower them to cascade train community volunteers to promote 
oral health in their largely remote and rural communities and provide a network of oral health 
promoters throughout Malawi. 

Cunninghame North 

Dr Karen Lynn Paarz - Professional qualifications-1998 Doctoral of Philosophy Degree in 
Community/Public Health from Temple University, Philadelphia, USA. From 2007 to present, 
worked as Volunteer Co-Developer of Malawi Schools of Optometry Program, and working as 
Volunteer Co-Investigator on Malawi Optometry Human Resource Development Study. 

Ardrossan Presbytery 

Largs St Johns (Ardrossan Presbytery) 

Kilmory Primary School - Our school would like to learn about Malawi to compare life there with 
that in Scotland. It covers various experiences and outcomes in our curriculum 

St Matthews Academy - Partnership was established in 2002 and several development projects 
have been funded over the years. Trips to Malawi with staff and pupils took place in 2005, 2007 
and 2009 and another exchange trip is planned for 2010 when 13 Malawians visited. The 
partnership has extended to include our associated primary schools as well as primaries and 
orphan centres in Mzuzu. 

Winton Primary School - To educate the children about this country and culture and to further 
our Rights Respecting School work. 

Caledonia Primary School - Caledonia Primary School have set up a partnership with Katawa 
School in Mzuzu. The pupils have been exchanging letters and recently Caledonia sent reading 
books to Katawa via the Raven Trust. 

Largs Academy - We started a partnership with Mzambazi CDSS in January 2015. 

 

 

  

Kenneth Gibson MSP 
No Party Affiliation  



108 

Cunninghame South 

North Ayrshire Council 

Patrick Carrigan - As a humanitarian, I provide free nursery placements at the Rosie Birrell day 
care centre in Blantyre Malawi to families with no income or means of earning. We have three 
fulltime teachers. Every child receives a daily nutritious meal, learns basic skills and grows 
through teacher nurturing. This also gives their parent or guardian the time to wash clothes, 
harvest and do some piece work. We also provide sanitation and underwear within the village for 
adults and school girls allowing them to sustain a as normal daily school day, and not miss any 
days off school throughout the whole term. The Rosie Birrell guest house allows visitors to visit a 
Malawian village, live for free and transfer and exchange skills at the nursery with our Malawian 
teachers. We also have a local village bank which has  now many village members who have 
become self-employed through borrowing small loans. 

Although based in Sigelege village, we support villages and townships across Blantyre, from 
Nancholi to Bangwe from Chirimba to Nyambadwe, we have supported many Scottish schools 
and groups within Malawi to help give local advice and provide support in progress of partnership 
work. My wife and daughter are Malawian and from Blantyre. As a member of the Malawi 
partnership, I have grass roots within Malawian villages and Family in Blantyre, Lilongwe to 
Mulanje. I provide a voice outside Malawi for those less fortunate, some of whom live in dire 
poverty. 

Ian J Dickson - Initially involved in a 2005-07 project (for boreholes near Mzimba, and science 
classrooms in a Mzuzu school) led by Irvine Seagate Rotary, I have since assisted several other 
west of Scotland Rotary Clubs in (i) helping two remote villages (Mbongondo & Makunkha) in the 
hills south of Rumphi in primary school improvements, in water supply, in school books and 
materials, and in creating year-round vehicle access over a bridge completed in 2015, (ii) helping 
Ayr Rotary with contacts leading to provision of solar power in remote areas near Ntcheu, and (iii) 
many other small assistances such as collecting bikes forwarded via Re-cycle to a project near 
Mchinji. Visits in 2005, 2007 and 2012 have led to continued personal friendships and a further 
visit in 2017. 

Auchenharvie Academy 
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Dumbarton 

Donald Robertson - HydroNation Scholar and PhD Student based at the University of 
Strathclyde. My research interests span water management and participatory science practices 
with a focus on the water sector in Malawi. 

Tom Walker - Previous experience of oral & maxillofacial surgery LMIC health care work 
(Philippines, Ecuador, India). Keen to get involved / support the MalDent project / oral healthcare. 

Deria Mary Wells - I am a member of the diaspora community and would like to be involved in 
what my fellow members are doing. 

Dumbarton Academy 

Renton Primary School 

 

Eastwood 

John Briggs - A research interest in natural resource management, as well as Chair of St Andrew's 
Clinics for Children which supports a children's clinic in Machinga district. 

Natalie Dickinson - I carried out research for my PhD in Malawi (completing in 2013) exploring 
micronutrient deficiencies in maternal health. As I am now back in an academic role, I am keen 
to re-establish links with Malawi for the purposes of initiating research collaborations.  

  

Jackie Baillie MSP 
Scottish Labour  

  

Kirsten Oswald MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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My previous work was with colleagues at the College of Medicine (Blantyre) and Chancellor 
College (Zomba). My area of interest is health and its links with the environment, particularly in 
relation to climate change. 

Moira Rankin - As a professional archivist working in Scotland, I am interested in addressing the 
ongoing legacy of Scotland's relationship with Malawi. 

Steve Taylor - Sustainability Manager at the Lake of Stars Festival, 2014, 2015. Working with 
festival outreach and local environmental and community groups. 

Zambesi Mission - Zambesi Mission's vision is to see to sustainable gospel-preaching disciple-
making churches across Malawi and northern Mozambique.  We are seeking to enable this in five 
different ministry areas.  Three of these relate to the African churches that we partner with.  
Firstly, these will be places where the gospel is preached, and believers are equipped to share 
the good news about Jesus.  Secondly, these churches will nurture believers of all ages as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  And thirdly, they will be led by Christlike leaders of integrity.  But we 
also wish to see sustainable churches so, our fourth ministry area focusses on helping our 
partners to have the resources that they need.  Our fifth area is centred on the strong inter-
dependent spiritual bond that we have with our African partners.  Rather than simply helping 
them with their ministry, supporting churches are also blessed spiritually by God through our 
partnership together. 

Alistair Tough – Now deceased, Alistair helped set up MLIS degree course at Mzuni. He carried 
out research on Health Management Information Systems and was involved in Digital Malawi 
Project, working with National Records and Archives Service based in Zomba. 

Mearns Primary School - At Mearns Primary, we have a curriculum pathway dedicated to 
campaign - including Global Goals and children's rights. We would like to include a meaningful 
partnership with Malawi in this to promote global goals and rights internationally. 

Williamwood High 

Eastwood High School - We are hoping to develop a partnership with schools in Malawi with a 
view to travelling to the country when travel restrictions are allowed. 
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Inverclyde 

Inverclyde Council - We are building partnership links between schools in that Chiradzulu and 
schools in Inverclyde. Our aim is to pair schools and seek ways to take forward mutually 
beneficial links. It is not primarily a charity link: we are look at ways to develop enterprise links. 
We will also make social and cultural connections. We are looking at ways to help paired Malawi 
schools to help themselves. Several teachers and officers have visited the area and are involved 
in our Steering Group. 

Robert Kalin - David Livingstone Centre for Sustainability worked with the MMP and has 
supported significant academic arrangements with Malawi over the past 20 years. 

Morag Paul - I have been involved from the start (2008) with the global school partnership 
between Inverkip Primary School, Inverclyde, and Malavi Primary School, Chiradzulu District, as 
lead teacher. The partnership has developed significantly, having had five successful visits (three 
to Malawi and two to Scotland). We have had funding from DFID RV grants and GSC grants to 
facilitate the visits. The community at Malavi has been able to organise a building programme 
(admin block, toilets for boys and girls, repairs to existing buildings) and maintain a solar energy 
project, with assistance from both Inverkip and Strathclyde University. Also, there is a 
programme of supplying mosquito nets for the pupils, the orphaned children, being the first to 
receive these. Sharing education experiences, learning about life and culture, encouraging 
enterprising activities are also aims of the partnership. I have retired from my teaching post, but 
I am still involved in the partnership as a member of the school steering group. I intend to keep 
strong links with my friends in Malawi and I would like to maintain my contacts with the SMP as I 
find the information and opportunities valuable.  

Clydeview Academy - School partnership with Namadidi Community Day Secondary School. 

Gourock Primary School - We have recently been partnered with Namididi Primary in Malawi. 
Our school partnership is growing through communication using Whatsapp. We regularly share 
pictures, stories and updates on the goings on within our schools. Our pupils are excited to be 
developing a relationship with the pupils of Namadidi Primary and were delighted to send letters 
and Christmas cards out to our friends in December 2015. Our partnership school sent us a 
lovely painting and letters from the headteacher and some of their classes. 

Inverclyde Academy - My school Inverclyde Academy has been partnered with Chiradzulu 
Secondary School for the past two years, we have been developing our links with the school, 
progress as expected has been slow but both sides are committed to the scheme.  

  

Stuart McMillan MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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Through these discussions we have discovered that Chiradzulu School is in need of a secure wall 
around the building as well as work done on their water tank. Our main point of contact is with 
the school head teacher and we hope to develop our links further in the future. Our pupils have 
sent letters, pictures and information regarding what life is like in a Scottish secondary school 
and hope that this will be the first in many projects involving pupils and staff from both schools. 
Through various events such as a car wash, bag packing and coffee mornings we have raised over 
£2000 of which £400 has so far been sent to Chiradzulu to allow work to be carried out within the 
school building and for the initial work on the school wall to be initiated. We organised a school 
fashion show, all proceeds going to our partner school. Our aim is to aid fund the building work 
needed in Chiradzulu as well as fund a teacher exchange programme to enhance the teaching 
and learning of pupils in both school. 

King's Oak Primary School 

Whinhill Primary School - I am Principal Teacher in Whinhill Primary, Inverclyde looking to 
develop Global Citizenship within our school. We have linked with a school in Malawi to develop 
pupil knowledge on culture, education and sport. 

St Columba's High School 

St Stephen's High School - In June 2019, the first group from the school visited Malawi. We 
worked in conjunction with Classrooms for Malawi to carry out some project work at Bangwe 
Community Nursery.  

Garvel School 

Inverkip Primary School - School partnership with Malavi Primary School. 

Kilmacolm Primary School 

Notre Dame High School 

Port Glasgow High School 

St Mary's Primary School - My name is Rachel McNelis and I am a class teacher at St Mary's 
Primary in Greenock. I five weeks teaching in Malawi in 2014 and recently set up a partnership 
between St Mary's and Chikuli Primary, Malawi. 

Wemyss Bay Primary School 
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Paisley  

Renfrewshire Council 

John Martin - Individual member 

Eleanor Smart - In 2004 Eleanor Smart visited Malawi under the auspices of Scottish Churches 
World Exchange and worked for five weeks at Likhubula in the southern part of the country. On 
her return she did some fundraising for the Likhubula Project. 

True Origin - True Origin Foods works directly with a network of smallholder farmers and 
producers in the global south to source the finest ethical foods. As a WFTO Guaranteed Member, 
True Origin Foods adheres to fair trade principles.  We believe this is the fairest way to do 
business and as a social enterprise based in the West of Scotland, we also apply these principles 
across our UK operations, creating employment here and striving to reduce our environmental 
impact.   

Our purchases of fine foods help farmers and producer communities receive a fair and reliable 
income, enabling them to buy equipment, education, infrastructure and take care of their 
environment.  

The 90kg Rice Challenge also helps provide sustainable incomes for rice farmers in the Karonga 
region of Malawi and secondary education for their families where applicable as well as 
educating students, churches and community groups in the UK about life in Malawi, fair trade, 
global citizenship, climate change.   

To find out more, please visit our website at www.trueorigin.org.uk or our online shop at 
www.trueoriginfoods.co.uk"" 

Gleniffer High School - Working alongside Classrooms for Malawi and local tradesmen, the 
team will visit Dzenza Primary School to help with renovations. The money for the renovations 
will be raised by the team back in Scotland through various fundraising activities as part of the 
pupils’ personal development. The team also had the opportunity to meet the locals and spend 
time with the local children, as well as take part in a variety of activities in the community and the 
surrounding area. Back in Lilongwe the team also took the time to visit the Ministry of Hope's 
Crisis Nursery which provides temporary care for babies with HIV/AIDS or who have been 
abandoned. 

Todholm Primary School - We are interested in building a relationship with a partner school in 
Malawi. 

  

George Adam MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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Renfrewshire North and Cardonald 

Alinane Uchindami Munyenyembe - I am an academic research fellow at The University of 
Glasgow with a background in Medical Oncology and special interest in cancer research. I am 
developing my PhD project which will be looking at biodiversity in the tumour microenvironment 
in patients of different races, and I am keen to expand my work to include Malawian cancer 
patients. My goal is to establish collaborative cancer research between Malawi and Scotland. 

Renfrew High School - We are hoping to take a group of S6 pupils to Malawi in June 2018. 

Kirklandneuk Primary School - Kirklandneuk Primary School first began to develop a 
relationship with Malawi in late 2014, when the school supported a Classrooms for Malawi (CfM) 
project in the Blantyre Rural district. One member of Teaching Staff travelled out to Malawi in July 
2015, to work on a project at Michiru Primary School with CfM. Working successfully in 
partnership with the Kirklandneuk Primary School community and the local community around 
Michiru Primary School, a number of positive outcomes have been achieved for both 
communities, including: new three-classroom block, at Michiru PS; six classrooms at Michiru PS 
renovated; new collegiate connections made between teaching staff at KPS and Michiru PS and 
South West Education District (SWED), Blantyre, Malawi; pupils in KPS and Michiru PS exchanged 
letters; KPS teaching staff gained an insight into pedagogy and practice used in a rural Malawian 
school.  

In 2016/17, Kirklandneuk PS developed a Malawi group for pupils, to further promote language, 
cultural and educational links with Malawi. A number of learners from P3 upwards have explored 
basic skills in Chichewa and can confidently sing several traditional Malawian school songs. In 
June 2017, Kirklandneuk PS supported a project, led by one of the school's teaching staff and 
facilitated by Classrooms for Malawi, to build a new two-classroom block, at Chilandepa Primary 
School, in Blantyre Rural, Malawi. It is hoped that this project will help to build more relationships 
between Kirklandneuk PS and partners in Malawi. Kirklandneuk PS is now seeking to further 
develop its relationship with Malawi and looks forward to developing more friendships within the 
country. 

Park Mains High School 

 

  

Michelle Campbell MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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Renfrewshire West and Levern Valley 

Calum Fisher - Prior to University, Calum Fisher spent "the happiest year" of his life as a teacher 
in a Lilongwe primary/secondary school. He taught English, Maths and French to students aged 
10-30. He hopes to pursue postgraduate research on Malawi in future years. 

Thorsten Koenig Phd Bd - I have been associated with Mulanje Mission Hospital for more than 
15 years and am the founder and Chairman of Mulanje Mission Hospital Charitable Trust 
(SC050178). Visitng Mulanje regularly. 

David Wilson - I am Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Strathclyde. My research 
interests include the history of British colonialism and watery environments, including work 
focused on fisheries in Lake Malawi. 

Bernadette McFadden - St Benedicts High School is a Catholic co-educational state secondary 
comprehensive school for young people of ages 12 to 18. As part of Renfrewshire Council, we 
serve the communities of Linwood, Johnstone and surrounding villages. Now in our 7th year of 
existence, we feel ready as a community to develop a partnership with a school in Malawi, St 
Patricks Seminary Rumphi, as a way of opening the minds and hearts of young people to the 
needs of their brothers and sisters in Malawi. In addition to offering much needed support to the 
boys of St Patricks Seminary we hope to develop educational/curricular links between our two 
schools providing a context for learning and teaching which is rooted in Gospel values. 

Barrhead High School 

 

  

Tom Arthur MSP 
Scottish National Party  
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Strathkelvin and Bearsden 

East Dunbartonshire Council 

Janey Andrews - My work at the University of Strathclyde has allowed me to develop a great 
network of friends in Malawi and Scotland. I am keen to maintain those connections beyond my 
working life. 

Andrew Duncan - I spent 10 weeks at Nkhoma hospital on my elective as a medical student. I 
had a fantastic time and wouldn't rule out the possibility of going back one day! 

Gertrude Kadzuwa - I am a Malawian woman- the wife to late Dr Batson Kadzuwa, who up until 
2012 was the chairman of the Association of Malawians in Scotland. Following his death, I have 
a desire to reach out to the widows of Malawi in rural areas mainly Mulanje, Zomba and Blantyre 
through an organisation called Widows’ Opportunity. 

Laura MacLean - I am in the final stage of my PhD which is investigating the quality of urban life 
in Lilongwe, Malawi. (Strathclyde University Architecture department). 

Colin McLean - Individual member 

Tracy Morse - An environmental health specialist, I work for the University of Strathclyde. Based 
in Malawi for 20 years, I have led and worked on collaborative research projects in Malawi and 
across the region focused on preventive community health with a particular emphasis on water, 
sanitation, hygiene (WASH), food safety, air quality, maternal and reproductive health, and 
community development models. All of our work is based on the needs and priorities of the 
Government of Malawi and our partners, to ensure they help support the development of the 
country and attainment of the SDGs. I now Head the Centre for Sustainable Development at the 
University of Strathclyde, as well as continuing our collaborative research work in Malawi. 

Andrew Parker – Former Director of the SMP and former employee and now supporter of Mary’s 
Meals, employee of Imani Development in Malawi and Scotland. 

Jenny Riches - Lived in Malawi (Lilongwe) for two years 2021-2023 and worked as a medical 
doctor/ researcher with Malawi- Liverpool-Wellcome and Kamuzu Central Hospital. Continued 
links and works in healthcare.  Links to smallholder farmers and youth employment initiatives in 
Northern Malawi (Karonga). 

Rebecca Wallace - Working on maternal health projects and now working on street children and 
the protection required. 

  

Adam Harley MSP 
Scottish Liberal Democrats 
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Victoria Williamson - "I'm a Scottish children's author and former teacher who spent four years 
in Africa with VSO, two of which were spent training primary school teachers in mathematics 
education at Blantyre Teacher Training College in Malawi. I'm a trustee of CharChar Literacy, and 
am currently volunteering as the charity's Communications Manager, helping to spread the word 
about CharChar's fantastic work though articles. 

Lairdsland Primary School - My Primary 5's are starting a topic after Easter to compare life in 
Scotland to life in Malawi. We would love to link with a school for a few emails/letters back and 
forth. 

Lenzie Academy 

Craighead Primary School - We have been in partnership with Chikololere Primary School, 
Dedza, for almost four years. In that time relationships have built up between staff and pupils 
and many joint projects have been undertaken including: vegetable gardens in each school as 
part of an eco project; stories with high order reading skills written by pupils in the North for use 
in classes in the South; wind turbines in each school, one for electricity and one for water; joint 
art project with sale of finished products; reciprocal visits by each HT to the partner school. We 
have a strong knowledge of each other's school which is shared by staff and pupils and we have 
a strong desire to learn together and from each other. 

Kirkintilloch High School 

 

 

 

www.scotland-malawipartnership.org 
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