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At independence, an equivocal relationship

Quid pro quo – freedom of worship / 
unquestioning loyalty

Jehovah’s Witnesses – a “lightening rod”

Theological education a flash point

Silence and compliance, yet critical distance
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Public Affairs Committee –
engine of political transition

The state lost credibility; the 
churches gained credibility
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The Third Term Bid – churches as 
champions of constitution

Guardians of democracy
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Regionally based political parties / regionally 
organized churches

Prosperity gospel and patrimonialist politics

Conservative social ethics / elite 
consolidation of power

Church voice valued in times of crisis
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Conclusion

1964-92 Silence yet critical distance

1992-94 Midwives of democracy

1994-04 Champions of constitution

2004-24 Church-State Entanglement 

Prophetic voice at critical moments
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