
Chat Log Malawi at 60 Governance Series – Webinar 1 

00:34:26 Alan Laverock: Alan Laverock, Bananabox Trust 

00:36:54 Gary Brough: Gary Brough, Malawi-based, working for Church of 
Scotland and Church of Central Africa Presbyterian 

00:37:26 Rebecca Foster: Rebecca Foster, University of Cambridge, Yankho 
Chauma, Catholic University of Malawi and Fred Kawonga, University of Malawi. All 
joining from Limbe, Malawi. 

00:38:12 Dorothea - SMP: Good morning! Feel free to introduce yourself to the 
group here 

00:38:17 Gabriel Vitumbiko Nyondo: Following 

00:39:17 selamawit weldeslassie: I am Selamawit from Addis Ababa University, 

🇪🇹 

00:39:40 Sibongile ngoma: I am Sibongile Ngoma from malawi 

00:40:26 Gabriel Vitumbiko Nyondo: Am Gabriel Nyondo, a recent graduate from 
the University of Malawi and an aspiring youth candidate for parliamentary position. 

00:40:27 Richard Zidana: Good morning 

00:40:37 Richard Zidana: I am Richard Zidana from Malawi 

00:41:59 kennethross: Kenneth Ross from Zomba, one of the editors of the 
upcoming book 

00:42:37 PETER JOHN: I am John Peter 

University of Malawi student, pursuing The Bachelor of Arts In Political Science and l'm 
in my Third Year of Studies. 

00:43:16 Dorcas Pratt, Water Witness - Malawi: Dorcas Pratt, Water Witness - 
working in and with Malawi partners 

00:43:38 LATIFU GAMA: Latif Gama  

University of Malawi  pursing public administration 

00:45:23 Promise Chimangeni: Promise chimangeni 

University of Malawi pursing political science 

00:47:51 Linda Dembo: Happy to be here. Am Linda Dembo from Malawi 
Scotland Partnership 

00:50:08 EDWIN MPHIKA: Edwin Sylvester Mphika here, 



Bachelor of arts in psychology student(third year). 

University of Malawi. 

Am excited to be here, prof. Kayuni's presentations are always insightful and educative.  

00:54:25 mziwandilendlovu: Mziwandile Ndlovu, African Institute for 
Development Policy (AFIDEP) 

00:57:00 mziwandilendlovu: Are you going to upload the session on YouTube or 
other platforms? Are the panelists open to sharing the presentations with participants 
and the content being used for subsequent publications? 

00:57:37 Dorothea - SMP: This meeting is recorded and we will upload it to our 
event page after the event. 

00:58:15 Dorothea - SMP: https://www.scotland-
malawipartnership.org/events/malawi-at-60-governance-webinar-series 

00:59:08 Dorothea - SMP: Replying to "Are you going to upl..." 

 

We will find out and let you know. 

01:01:19 Benadetha Banda: I am Benadetha Banda, a third-year Bachelor of Arts 
Development Economics Student at the University of Malawi. 

01:03:09 Dorothea - SMP: If you have any questions, please add them here 

01:04:20 Malawi_ Kondwani Zulu: Kondwani Zulu. working for Malawi Revenue 
Authority 

01:34:00 Dorothea - SMP: Please feel free to add any questions you might have 
to the chat 

01:35:31 davidsbone@outlook.com: Apologies for having to leave early.  
Wonderfully clear, informative and enlightening presentations.  A great start to the 
series.  Thanks to all concerned. 

01:36:40 kennethross: If the chameleon represents a flaw in Malawi’s politics, 
which creature would represent the politics to which Malawians aspire? 

01:37:57 Dorothea - SMP: Replying to "Apologies for having..." 

 

Thank you 



01:42:54 john lwanda: QUESTION: Malawi is overwhelmingly feudal and the 
patronage/clientelism system has continued. However, given the theory of evolution is 
there no role for examining our political culture in more Marxist or revolutionary terms? 

01:43:11 selamawit weldeslassie: Question: How do u think we can transform 
embedded political culture? What would you suggest? 

01:43:31 Rebecca Foster: That was an excellent presentation, thank you. What 
could be an example of a formal structural reform that could promote democracy more 
honestly going forward? 

01:50:58 Linda Dembo: Thanks for the presentations, just have one question 
in mind. In your study did you consider in what ways has social media transformed 
political discourse and activism in Malawi? 

01:55:17 selamawit weldeslassie: Thank you for your insightful presentations 

01:59:00 Gary Brough: Interesting presentation and engaging Q&A. Sorry to have to 
leave for another meeting. Thanks! 

02:00:30 Gabriel Vitumbiko Nyondo: Thanks Prof and Maureen for such insightful 
and informative presentations. 

 

However, from my knowledge, I think the politics of handouts has been perpetuated in 
Malawi because many of people who vote in our country do not understand the essence 
of voting hence majority think, if they have to vote for someone, then they have to 
benefit something first even without understanding what political actors would bring in 
terms of policy direction and change. 

 

Would we consider putting a limit to those voting to the educated only as a way of 
changing our political culture? 

 

I hope we have had laws that stops things like handouts in politics, but we haven't had 
tangible enforcement to this far, what is your take? 

02:00:58 Rebecca Foster: Reacted to "Thanks Prof and Maur..." with 踀踁 

02:02:33 Frances Guy: Thanks for some very interesting presentations 

02:03:15 Rebecca Foster: Replying to "Thanks Prof and Maur..." 

 

Perhaps anonymous handouts rather than ending donations to communities? 



02:03:28 Dorothea - SMP: The recording of the meeting and any other 
resources that we can share will be available on this page after the meeting: 
https://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/events/malawi-at-60-governance-
webinar-series 

02:04:02 Chrispine Chimangeni: Thanks for wonderful and transformative 
presentations 

02:04:06 Dorcas Pratt, Water Witness - Malawi: Thank you for very thought 
provoking presentations. 

02:04:32 Jeremy Bagg: Excellent event. Many thanks. 

02:04:44 Richard Zidana: I entirely agree with the paper's argument. As you 
indicated on an instance in which MCP oƯicials questioned why the media is interested 
in their giving out handouts when all other parties are doing it, the practice has indeed 
become entrenched. Politicians have become averse to criticism and acceptance of 
responsibility/accountability for their decisions. If you accuse an oƯicial in the current 
government of corruption, the response will be the previous government was also/more 
corrupt than us. If you tell them they are failing to control government spending, you will 
be told the previous government was also spending. We are a nation of competing who 
is doing more damage rather than resolving issues. But hey, politicians come from our 
communities, they are part of us. They are a reflection of who Malawians are. Where do 
we end this cycle? Probably the big man type can be the only hope. Should our fate lie in 
experimenting leaders? 

02:09:37 PETER JOHN: Thank you for the very clear and impactful presentation. 
Great 

02:09:40 Linda Dembo: Thank you 

02:09:46 The Scotland Malawi Partnership: Malawi at 60 Governance Webinar 
Series | Scotland Malawi Partnership 

02:09:51 EDWIN MPHIKA: Thank you 

02:10:05 selamawit weldeslassie: Thank you 


