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Why Wikipedia Matters

• Wikipedia is the largest free educational 

resource

• Wikipedia pages are ranked at the top of 

Web search results.

• Wikipedia stores its data in Wikidata. 

Wikidata is the prime source of AI’s 

chatbots.

• Among top ten most visited sites globally

• Many notable Malawian women remain 

underrepresented or absent online.

23% 
of the biographies on Wikidata are women. 

Less than 1% are women from the Global 

South



Why Representation 
Matters

• Shapes the global perception 

of Malawi

• Preserves the national history 

of Malawi

• Provide role models for 

Malawian youth

• Celebrates women of Malawi

• Addressees the digital gender 

divide



Motokazi Initiative

Identify notable 

Malawian 

women

Train 
contributors in 
Scotland and 
Malawi

Write and 
improve 
Wikipedia 
articles

Build partnerships to 
address digital gender 
divide

Community of Volunteers
Partners (SMP, MaSP, 

Universities, Rotary…)



Motokazi progress

100 articles

73 Biographies

TargetProgress

1,000 articles

1 year

Wikimedia 

Conference

Rotary

Conference



Partner with us

Volunteer to write articles in 

English, Chichewa and 

Citumbuka

Donate photographs under 

creative commons licences

Promote our initiative both 

in Malawi and beyond

Sponsor a training event



7

Light Up Their
Stories



Q & A

Visit www.motokazi.org to learn more!

http://www.motokazi.org/


Motokazi Leads

Catherine Chavula

catherine.chavula@strath.ac.uk

Lecturer, University of Strathclyde

Roger Bamkin

victuallers@gmail.com

Co-founder, Women in Red, Wikimedian
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