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The 

STEKAskills 

model of 

Critical 

Dialogue 

Operationalises 

Friere’s 

Pedagogy of 

the Oppressed

 (Wood in 
Scandrett 2020)



‘ when Chichewa language speakers 
are using the word Umunthu …It may 
be used in communitarianism when 
an individual chooses to explain moral 
correctness in relation to respect of 
moral or intellectual communitarian 
virtues such as solidarity, respect, 
mutual trust and collegiality’ (Kayange 
(2018) p 129).



The Barriers ….
Colonialism, coloniality,’neocoloniality of power’

Gender inequality

Systemic gender-based violence ( Kusasa Fumbi)

Lack of access to education

Unemployment

Corruption

‘autocracy, homophobia, ecological damage, racism, patriarchy’’(Pailey 2020 )

  @ClinPyschDavid



1. Curating for The White Gaze

Pressure for partners 
to curate their black 
experiences for a 
white viewer who 
often focuses on 
‘alleged weakness 
and incapacity’ 
meaning authors 
experience ‘feelings 
of inferiority’. 



The White 
Gaze and 
Development

“The white gaze of 
development is measuring 
black, brown and non-white 
people against the standard 
of northern whiteness, and 
taking their political, 
economic and social 
processes as a norm […] 
Development uses that 
standard of northern 
whiteness to measure 
economic, political and 
social processes of people in 
the so-called Global South.”



2 IMPACT 
of the 
DEFICIT 
OR AID 
FRAME

Although this movement emanated from 
benevolent intentions, through the choice of the 
Band Aid song-lyrics, the images displayed, and the 
comments and decisions made regarding the 
concert events, the movement served 
to other people from the global south [and] 
suggest that the global north is superior to the 
south’ 

(Grant 2015: 310). 



2. Media Paradigm

‘I was watching the programme 
[Comic Relief]. I cried …Africa 
was represented in a negative 
way as if everything in Africa is 
bad, as if we are all poor and 
dirty. So, this makes people 
from the North think that 
Africans are very poor people, 
they look dirty and I linked this 
with the way I was treated by 
the students at the University; 
maybe they thought, I am stupid 
and I cannot contribute 
anything because of 
programmes like this. They 
think ‘how can an African girl 
who is coming from a dirty and 
poor country tell us anything?’  
(Ndale in Salhab, Ndale & 
Wood, in Marcus & Van De 
Peer2023’).



2-way

Impact 

3. Perception of ‘knowledge’

lived  

experience 

as 

expertise



A different type of white gaze? 



“The dialogues have 

empowered our young 

people – especially our 

girls”.

“This never happened before, 

- we didn’t think like this . That 

we had the power to direct 

how things happen. Hopefully, 

this approach is teaching 

people from other countries 

that they should find out what 

Malawians want and not 

decide for them “ 

(Maseko in Wood 2021 p10)

Impact





Definitely changed the way I go about 

my life and the way I view those from 

different cultures.

Sandra: I feel very great. For me, 

it’s not like being teachers because 

we discuss things and learn from 
each other. And we are identifying 

the solutions which could end the 
problems in Malawi as well as in 

Scotland. So, I think together we can 

do it.

Previously I viewed the people of Malawi as 

helpless victims of poverty, but this experience 

changed that, I now see Malawi as a country of 
people working hard towards ending poverty. 

Sandra: I have learnt that my role is to 

change Malawi, to take it to another level. 

Like the issue of street kids. Maybe, if we 
can just stand together for the coming ten 

years, we will not have street kids in town. If 
we come together, we can change the 

world.

The most eye-opening 

experience of my life! I 

am really glad that I got 
to experience this and 

that a project like this 
exists

Selina: I feel very brave 

because I want to help 

other girls who are 
suffering from this 

practice (Removing the 
Dust).

Chimwemwe: It feels good to be the boss. I feel 

great because I know that they are going to 

listen to me like a teacher.  We are leaders. It 

feels great as well since I have learned a lot 

from them and they have learned a lot from 

us.

When I returned, the most important topic I 

wanted to talk about was the young generation in 

Malawi. Their resilience and knowledge on what 
they want for their country, how they want to be 

perceived and the positive changes they want to 
make was inspiring.

The strength and courage that 

they showed was inspiring. I 

believe that we are lucky to 

have such a strong 

relationship, as we can learn a 
lot from them and help spread 

awareness to fight inequality.

(Scots pupils and Malawian Dialogue Team in Wood 2021 p3)

Impact



(Wood 2021 

p16)





Remember: white supremacy 
is not a shark ; it is the water

- Guante
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